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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
SYRIA—FART 3 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 
E 1437 lull S9 No* l 

SYRIA: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1048 


.Ur, iSrotuimtad tv Mr. ta. 

(*\o. K. i. onfuleiitiai) 

Sir, i'iru/ January, 1846. 

i hive the honour to transmit herewith 
the Annua] Report on Syria fur 1048, 
which has been cum piled by Mr. I 1 . .1. E. 
Male. Second Secretary to His Majesty 
Legation. 

I have* tic. 

P. SI BROADMEAD. 


Enclosure in No I 

A nri Wi ! PM it if w i a f pi r >r u j ,<y rui , 194 Q 

Syrian .-lihii m throughout IU4* were cun- 
di turned almost exclusively by developments 
in the Palestine sit nation. Unprofitable 
and impracticable as were the attitudes 
struck by the Syrian leaders, they had the 
merit of consistency and, should the more 
realistir policy, signs of which were 
apparent at the dose of the year, be 
followed i i j the flit tire, the Syrian people 
could accept siH'h a change on the grounds 
that a year’s essay in the uncompromising 
quest of the all hud given them less than 
nothing. 

In rhe four nnd a half months prior in 
the termi tuition on lath May of the British 
Mandate over Palestine, repeated, if mmor* 
triiiisgro-idiin* of the Palestine frontier 
took place. In enrlv January a tribal feud 
leil to a brief dash between tribesmen from 
Syria, and British forces in the Huleh 
salient and, later in the month, as during 
February, small hands of irregulars, trained 
in Syria marie their way into Palestine 
via Transjordan. In February an Arab 
League military headquarters was act up 
in Damascus to service the irregular force* 
of the north, and in March Fawn Kawokji 
bft, with much publicity, to take command 
of the Arab Liberation arniv which laid by 
then a<stmhled in north and central Pnles- 
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{Ht't'tUvttf January} 

tine, In April the irregular forces, which 
haij hitherto limited ifiemselves to hara*- 
sj ug Liietu a, began the attempt to reduce 
Jewish fur lifted settlements. Their com¬ 
plete lack of success, evidence of which 
could not he concealed by the bombastic 
communiques put out. was a preliminary 
indication that the forecast by press and 
(Kulitioians of an easy Arab victory" might 
need to be re-examined; and pressure upon 
the Government to despatch the regular 
army grew :cs further reverses were suffered 
by l he irregulars. Ills Majesty's Minister, 
who had made representations to the Syrian 
Government full owing the initial clash 
between British forces and Syrian tribes¬ 
men, spoke again to the Syrian Minister for 
Foreign Affair* and lo Arab statesmen 
present irt Damascus for a meeting of (he 
Arab League Political Committee and 
counselled them not to permit the entry of 
their regular forces during the mandate. 
It is in the credit of the Arab States thill 
this advice of His Majesty's Government 
Was fid lowed. 

Oil I all i May the Syrian army crossed 
into Palestine along the frontier from Lake 
Tiberias northwards, and on the same day 
Syria came under martial law Fighting 
at Samn'kh on Lake Tiberias discomfited 
the army* whose administrative services 
proved inadequate; and the defeat suffered 
here was paralleled by equal failure in the 
north N evert heless. t he Syrian re presen t a - 
lives at the A mb League Political Com¬ 
mittee were against acceptance of the pro- 
posed* for a l nice put forward by the 
United Nations Mediator on Palestine, 
though they accepted the riinjoriiy division 
in favour of it At this period, thanks 
mainly in the fiction? of the irresponsible 
press, Syrians at large were convinced that 
the defeat of I He Jews was within reach; 
and the intent inn that Arab victory was 
thwarted bv international pressure—and 
British adviee—in favour of this truce is 
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likely lo grow with lime. Again on 
10th July, though dissenting from the 
majority devision uf the Arab League, 
S\ n.i anepii d lhe Security UouuciEs call 
fur a prolong®lion i»F the truce. For ten 
days in July, during the confusion of tile 
entry into force of this profimgation of the 
tmee, fighting continued sporadically on 
the Syrian front, resulting in the with¬ 
drawal of the Syrian annv across Lhe 

fe" v 

frontier, where it has since established 
itself in defensive position* with only one 
position remaining an Palestine soil. On 
1^1 h July, to add point to the general 
decision, Damascus was fmiidied for the 
second time, among those killed being the 
British manager of the Imperial Hank of 
I ran. 

From August onwards, Syrian forces 
took no active part in such fighting as con- 
timi;•!f ami S) Ha continued the struggle 
as a war of w* nls expressed by her states¬ 
men In September when informed of His 
Ma f cst v ’s G< >vernment *& rea soi iet I s u p port 
for the proposals for a settlement put for- 
wnrd by Count Bernadotie, the Syrian 
Government found these proposals un¬ 
acceptable as the) involved the tacit 
acceptance of a -Jewish State, and in the 
event the Syrian representative at the 
United Nation* Security Council arid 
Irenornl Assembly, Fa re*-el Khoun. voted 
against it remains doubtful, however, 
whether such act inn as he took was based 
on instruct tons from his Clove rumen!: it 
is more probable, in view of the inadequate 
Syrian communication* system, that he was 
P von full power to acl a.- lo him seemed 
best In October and November respec¬ 
tively the Syrians expressed to His 
Majesty'* Minister their concern a* to 
fighting in the Negeb and the occupation of 
villages in SMtiihwn I ebanon hv the Jews, 
and weiv anxious for Security Council 
action to restore the position. 

Relations with Great Britain followed 
the pattern of events in Palestine Prior 
to the termination of the mandate the 
reverses suffered by Arab irregulars were 
seen as the result of British partiality 
inwards the Jews, and (hr apparently un¬ 
premeditated British withdrawal from 
Haifa in Vpri! lent .obmr tn this belief 
There i* no doubt that the advantage thus 
gained by the Jews will long be remembered. 
From this time, and fts the military siitta- 
tioTB further worsened. British prestige 
wmtinitrd to decline and blame For the 
whole situation wn* conveniently and ac¬ 
ceptably laid on British Middle East poin t 


The strict application by Great Britain of 
an embargo oil supplies ol arms to the 
Midi Ik East was accepted : blit comparison 
was made with the apparent facility with 
which the Jews obtained supplies elsewhere. 
The retention of Jewish illegal immigrants 
in I'yprus and the policy of Ills Majesty’s 
Government in regard Lo Arab refugees 
arrested the decline, but the Secretary of 
State's speech un 22 ml September in favour 
of a .system of partition for Palestine was 
bad 1 y j tn: e i veil. I iep n -den tat ion s i n October 
to the Syrian Government against recqgni- 
lion of the All-Palestine Government 
formed ai Gaza were ineffective* and were 
thought in be non.cmr against the ex-Mufti 
of Jerusalem, who was at its bend. None 
the less, unit in matters riot affecting the 
major issnr. relations remained satisfac¬ 
tory, and facilities requested by the lega¬ 
tion were amirded with micomnmn des¬ 
patch. On 22 nd August. British Overseas 
Airways i ijrpnratton, commenced regular 
services through by via* permission being 
readily granted to the Corporation ns also 
o- the Hfiyal Air Force to overfly Syria on, 
communications flights between Cyprus and 
Iraq, 

In the field of foreign relations Syria 
followed throughout the year the Arab 
league line l or where there was a division 
■ if opinion deferred to the opinion of Egypt, 
whose newspapers even have far more 
weight in Syria than the local press The 
disadvantages of independence were, how¬ 
ever. clearly seen against die military back¬ 
ground With the T.ebanon there were 
fumhiKknint disagreements on economic 
poliev, which were made more acute by the 
Lebanese signature of a financial agree¬ 
ment with the French to which Syrian in¬ 
transigence could not for its own part 
agree. King Abdullah of Transjordan, 
always a menacing preoccupation of 
Syrian leaders and in particular (he Presi¬ 
dent of the Republic, became even more of 
a problem as the year progressed regarded 
optimistically as a comic figure at the start 
of (he year, the proof of lhe superiority 
of the Arab Legion aa a fighting force hy 
comparison with the Syrian army had its 
inevitable effect upon the people, so that, 
malcontents looked wilh more open favour 
on prospects of a Greater Syria; lhe 
President, an 20th May in vised King 
Abdullali to nieef him at Dema in Syria in 
June the former Syrian Consul-General at 
Jerusalem was appointed liaison offirer at 
Amman; and in October the Prime 
Minister went to Amman for discussions. 


The rejection of the A agio-Iraqi Treaty m 
Jaiinan delighted Syrian opinion, since u 
seeuieu to toreahadow die decline of Hashe- 
nmc miluciicc anil open a way for closer 
relation* 1 he tween Syria and Iraq. Yet 
nothing of the kind came to pass, and Iraq 
remained until the dosing days of Decem¬ 
ber unrepresented hy a minister to Syria. 
The 1 lined States did not regain any of 
the -round lost by her support of the 
original 11i47 scheme to partition Palestine. 
There was perhaps this difference NT ween 
the Syrian altitude towards Great Britain 
and lhe 1 mted States: whereas British 
views were listened t" with respect, as the 
expression of a considered and logical, if 
unpalatable, foreign policy. American 
views on ialesi me were held in contempt as 
the play tiling of domestic politics, Mr, 
James lleji Kaekv, attw-nwat for whose 
appointment had Iwen given over a year 
previously, presented bis letters as first 
American Minister to Syria in August 
French influence in Syria made slight Head¬ 
way, but under the Mardam Government no 
progress was made in the svltlemeni oi 
financial and minpenaatW questions, which 
wire the major questions outstanding 
tot ween the two Governnacnis. The I. nion 
of Soviet Socialist Republics coni in vied to 
he represented by a minister resident in 
Beirut, and, although at one period there 
w,*iv reports that the Syrians might try to 
secure arms from Russia, no consignments 
Wen- received; and in June loading Com 
JUttaists were arrested, though the »>w ^in¬ 
terned were subsequently released. During 
the year Syria ate redited her minister in 
Paris to Madrid: and the first minister* 
accredited to Syria hy Afghanistan and 
Norway presented lheir letters of credence 
Before the mandate over Palestine ended, 
the Syrian Prime Minister remarked to His 
Majesty's Minister that it might he wise tn 
think of an overall Arab defensive agree¬ 
ment with His Majesty's Government. 
Later in the vi-ar, as the military issue of 
the Palestine war became clearer, the Arab 
league more clearly ineffective, and the 
position tif a weak noun try without friends 
or allies an lhe border of Israel less attrac¬ 
tive. (he Syrian* once again sought some 
form of powerful insurance. Whilst from 
the side of the President mine overtures to 
Great Britain, the two most influential 
parlies in the Chamber of Deputies—the 
Nationalist Party and the Popular Party— 
issued declarations of policy indicating 
that they would not oppose agreements 
(earbed with foreign countries; and these 


by implication would be Great Britain and, 
Iraq. 

Lhe President ol Lite Republic remained 
through 19Tb tiie most powerful man in the 
country. In January lie made a number of 
t misters in senior administrative \xmls, 
designed lo increase his chances of re-elec¬ 
tion iMr a second consec urine term as Presi¬ 
dent. and competed with Jamil Mard&ny 
the Prime Minister, and his only potential 
rival for Lhe presidency, in extremist 
utterances u> -.aiuti popular support. 
Although J,e failed Lo secure by these and 
other ui.iixi iivi'e* an alteration in Lhe Con¬ 
stitution which would have placed the 
preside mini election on ,i basis of popular 
suffrage, he was an lSth April re-elected 
unanimously by the Chamber uf Deputies 
under the old procedure end thereby com¬ 
pleted the eclipse uf the Prime Minister. 

,la.mil Man Jain subsequently made repealed 
altempi> tn broaden the basis of lit* 
Government. the weakness of which was 
apparent when Ahmed Share bat i, the 
Minister of Defence, was compelled to 
resign in May as a result of the Syrian lack 
of military success. Both the National 
Party—n creation nf the President's—’and 
the Popular Parly refund to tome into a 
mnlition Government in June, hut in 
August he induced some Notionalist und 
Independent mem her* to join him, Iti 
early November, hy which titne the Govern- 
meritisolationiat police was becoming 
increasingly unpopular, the three National 
ist Ministers resigned: their re-signal ion 
wap followed by the ptihlication of the pro- 
gramme referred to above On -^th 
November, ilic anniversary of the United 
Nations decision to parti lion Palestine, 
serinus student flemonslfutions look plai* 
in Damn-sens and provincial towns. The 
*tudcnt,4 were joined in the next iwo days 
hv older townspeople, with the ntrjcct of 
forcing the n^ignatton of the Governmeni. 
The demonstration* were brought unifrr 
f-ontrol with difficulty, troops having tr? lie 
uscii and some five or six students were 
killed and 11M> iniiired On 2nd Decem¬ 
ber the Govcnimenl resigned, the army 
was made responsible for order in 
Damascus and a curfew imp>sc i d. It is 
probable that the demonstrations were 
instigated hy the Popular Party, who 
hoped by them to weaken the authority 
iif the President and to sun cod the Mar- 
dam Government in power hi the next 
fourteen davs numerous aitempts were 
inude lo form a new Governineni, but none 
of the men called, upon by the President 
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were able to obtain sufficient support from 
the various Parliamentary parties to form 
a Government, Eventually Khaled-el-Azm, 
tiie Syrian Minister in Paris* succeeded in 
forming, on Itiih December, a Government 
consisting of two Republicans and live 
Independents* uf the members of ibis 
Government only the Republicans are 
Deputies, the remainder being drawn from 
public life The difficulties enconnterea 
in tiie formation of this Government 
indicated the extern to which the parlies 
had been disillusioned by the events of the 
year, su that none was willing to jeopardise 
its future by assuming control. Kbated el- 
_W.m s Government is* therefore, in the 
nature of u caretaker GovernraenG but it 
contains some good men and can be 
expected to follow, certainly in economic 
and administrative matters, a sensible line. 
The Prime Minister's programme sub¬ 
mitted oti 27 th December and approved bv 
the Chamber of Deputies announced bis 
(idvcrimient's intention to settle problems 
outstanding between Syria and France on 
mono tan’ matters to carry forward 
development schemes in the country and to 
come to a decision <hj requests for way, 
leaves through Syria by oil companies 
On none of these major issues bail the 
Mar dam Governments taken other than 
negative action, A settlement with France 
was never seriously discussed in the 
Chamber because, in -lamiary when the 
Lebanese initialled a comparable Agree¬ 
ment. both the President and the Prime 
Minister were unwilling tn fare the un¬ 
popularity that signature might have in¬ 
volved, The Serious thus became involved 
in the problem of creating a currency 
separate from that of the Lebanon and 
backed by Syrian resources. The effect of 


this was to depreciate the Syrian pound sn 
relation to the Lebanese* to run down the 
country s currency reserves (thereby in¬ 
volving .Syria m payments difficulties with 
her oil products suppliers) and to set in 
train A disagreement with the Lebanon 
which lasted throughout the year on the 
ipiesiitju oi import policy, Cchemes for 
development in the north and east of Syria 
whith had been drawn up in 11)47 had to 
be curtailed whan two-thirds of the 
Ministry of Public Works’ budget was 
appropriated for milium expenditure. 
Meanwhile, refugees from Palestine, who 
bv October were estimated to number 
1 lO.nOO. and of whom some might well have 
been absorbed into construction or agricul¬ 
tural work had a directing organisation 
been in existence, were an added burden to 
the state. The spontaneous and generous 
reception given to these refugees is in 
itself,, however, a tribute to Syria. 
Throughout the year I noth Lilt- Anglo- 
Iranian Oil Company and the Trans- 
Arnhiaii Pipe 1 ine i ‘am pa ri y we-re seeking 
permission 16 run oil pipe-lines through 
Syria. Although signature of the agree¬ 
ments proposes! would have provided em¬ 
ployment, eniTemy arid an easing of the oil 
supply problem, the Mardam Governments 
successively delayed consideration of the 
conventions and did not submit them to the 
Chamber of Deputies, Probably !he only 
respect in which an Advance was made 
came about involuntarily : with the closing 
down of f.vddsi as an international air 
traffic centre, Damascus airport was 
selected by air-operating companies as the 
1-est available alternative, and the Pyrians 
are obviously anxious to do what they can 
to ensure that this traffic continues. 
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“COUP D’ETAT" IN" SYRIA 


Seizure of Power by Colonel Zaim 

(Urrf irf'fi 19/A April) 


Mr. Broad m* mi to Mr. Hcvht. 

(No. 4#) Damascus, 

Sir, IDA April, 11)41). 

I have the honour to submit the following 
report on the coup d’ Et fit which took place 
in Syria on 80th March 
2, On 20th March, Colonel /ami, the 
riuiiinamlrr nj-Ghirf of the S\ rum Army, 
gave orders for various troop disposals 


ostensibly connected with the withdrawal 
of Syrian troops from the Lebanese 
f rentier I n the early hours of SOt h March* 
eighteen combat units of these troops 
commanded by supporters of Colonel Zaim 
moved into Damascus and, after disarming 
the police, arrested amongst others the 
Syrian President and the Prime Minister 


& 


an j occupied the Government offices, the 
telephone exchange and various strategic 
points of the town without opposition of 
any kind, instruction* were then sent for 
similar action to in* taken by the army in 
other Syrian towns So far as is known no 
op jm isi t ion was end hi titered, 'I'w<> M in istei s 
were 1 detained for the day and various 
indivi duals, including the President* s 
A D,r>, his chef dr Cabin* f and Faisal 
el Assail and a number of his followers. So 
far as 1 know the only casualties incurred 
were Like deaths of three of Lai sal el Assail ‘s 
guards, who resisted. 

*i. On Die morning uf 80th March, 
military orders were issued and broadcast 
to the nation, stating that the General 
Command of the Syrian Army and Armed 
Forres bud taken over control of the 
c< m n t r y i [ t ore 1 e r to **i feguard the ii tdepend - 
cihv of Syria During the day various other 
military orders smd decrees were issued 
prohibiting the carrying Of amis, ordering 
a curfew from eight in the evening arid 
instructing Government employees b 
return to work the following day under 
the Secretaries-) letieral of the varum- 
Mh.Giries on pain of dismissal The next 
day conditions appeared normal in 
Damascus except for the presence of 
Lroons it is 11 ri e known that iu»v of the 

I * t 

I ? i. ive n i n id it officio Is st a y e i ; t w ay f re«in their 
work, 

L t clone I Ziiim tried at first to form a 
Government with the support of the 
Chamber of Deputies, but was unable to do 
so tin 81st March he issued an army order 
slating that the powers of the Head of State 
had been vested tn himself. On the same 
day he issued a tlecree stating that, in view 
Of the vacancy of the Presidency of the 
Republic and of the t cuneil of Ministers 
the Secretaries General of the Ministries 
should form a temporary Cmmcri under his 
chairmanship in place of the Council of 
Ministers, On 1st April, lie addressed a 
letter to the President of the Chamber of 
Deputies in which, after recalling the 
irregular] ties in the election of the 
Chamber, and action on the part of the 
Deputies contrary to the Fi institution, he 
enclosed a decree dissolving the L’hamber 
of Deputies. 

&. .since the lirst day. when it became 
obvious that the take-over from \ bv pivv ions 
regime had Iveen suoccsafully Accomplished, 
Colon cl Znim has made every effort to 
restore condition* to normal The enrfew 
was lifted throughout Syria, except in the 
city of Damascus, as from 4th April, ami 
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Damascus itself was free from this 
restraint two days later. In Aleppo the 
news uf the coup, while taking everyone by 
surprise, was received calmly* Public 
services have continued to work as usual 
and international air travel has not been 
interrupted* 

K. On 7th April, Colonel Zaim announced 
tbAt Shttktri Quwatli and Khaled el Azm 
had resigned, a fact which suggests that 
there two at least considered that there was 
elo probability of a counter roup taking 
place. 

7, In the past week a drive has hews 
made against Communists aid at least one 
hundred have been ambled in Damascus, 
Homs and Aleppo, 

s. I rom the beginning* Colonel Zaim 
ha-s made it clear in public declaration-' 
and in interviews with the press that the 
object of his action was to overthrow the 
previous r%ime* which he alleged had 
become corrupt and unacceptable to the 
people of Syria. He stated that lie himself 
did no" wLb tn seize power uneortsiitutitin- 
ally. £i it* i ,i"« st Km as Parliament had been 
dissolved he declared that a new 
Constitution and new Electoral Laws would 
be prepared (a tuimnittee i> already nL 
work), and that free elections would he 
held as so in as possible. He has also 
declared that he will look after the welfare 
of workers ami distribute Government 
laud; and that he envisaged setting a limit 
tn the size of private estates. He has 
further declared on numerous occasion* that 
Syria would honour her international 
nidi gallons and that her intention was tn 
continue to give full support to the United 
Nations and to the Arab League. He 
stressed that bis move was a purely internal 
affair taken without I he knowledge or 
support of any outside influence, 

b Alt hi High f<) r sl uue little ti me p rev i mis 
k? the coup rumour* had been heard that 
some .such step might take place* no one. 
including, l am told, the President hims df. 
took them seriously I t is possible* however, 
if another rumour is true, that Zaim had 
heard that the Prime Minister, who was 
also Minister of Defence, had decided to 
dismiss linn and that the necessary 
document was only await ing the President A 
signature. He that as it may, it is clear 
that Zaim had let no political personages 
iui'i his rev ret. hence his indfecision after 
the whole jtertVirmame had gone through 

so easily. 

UK It is not easy to lay a finger on any 
single reason for the events which have 
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taken place The reactions among Syrians 
appear to be generally one of relief that 
Shukri Quwaili is no longer president; on 
I he nt her hand, outside the army there seems 
little enthusiasm for i okuiel Zaun. Shukri 
(Jnwiitli, since Ins election in 1943, kepi 
power very much in his own hands and in 
those ol n small group whom he trusted. 
As a result many have wished to see him go, 
His re-election last year, however, dashed 
their hopes. lbs preoccupation. And that 
of succeeding Governments, with Palestine 
prevented him giving the attention which 
ulis needed to foreign relations and internal 
and Liunomic affairs, and as a result there 
has been for some time a growing 
dissatisfaction at the lack of progress made 
by Svi ia; ihi* was elcarU shown at the end 
of last year by the overthrow of Jamil 
Mar dams Government and by the state 
menu of policy of the leading political 
parties, Finally, the realisation of the 
failure of Arab policy in Palestine has 
confirmed the opinion of the public that 
their affairs had been mishandled, Shukri 
Quwatli's hold on the country was such 
that it is difficult to see how any other 
action than a military coup could have dis- 
placed him It is possible that the idea first 
took shape in Colonel Z&im’s mind when, 
earh in December, the army was called 
in by Shukri Qttwatli to restore order in 
Damage lls and Aleppo. The ease with 
which this was done and the satisfactory 
welcome it received from the population 


must have made it clear that no serious 
resisteme was to be expected from the 
people. I lie ex Crime Minister, who was 
a Iso Minister o 1 ! lef eia :e, w h i l e he hand led 
his Ministers and the Chamber of Deputies 
with great skill, was, from id! reports, less 
sui ceseful in his treatment of Colonel Zaim 
and the army in general, The reduction of 
army salaries and Azm s personal attitude 
towards Colonel Znim and his officers gave 
Colonel Zaiiu the opportunity In? required 
for drawing the turm together behind him. 

11 As soon as \ learned what had 
occurred I got in touch with my American 
and French colleagues in order to try and 
ensure that out policy towards the new 
regime should be eo-ordinated- 1 have 
reported fully on the discussion* we held 
and the action taken in my telegram 
Vo. 116 and succeeding telegrams. At the 
time of writing no decision has been 
reached us to whether or not I am to take 
action which would constitute recognition 
of the new regime. Up to the presenl His 
Majesty s Legation lias had no official deal¬ 
ings with Colonel Zaiin or with the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 

1 '2 I am copying this despatch to Sir 
Oliver Franks, Sir Oliver Harvey. Sir 
Ronald Campbell, Sir Henri Mack, 
Sir Hugh Dow, Mr A, C. Trott. Mr. J. W. 
Wall, Sir Alec Kirkbridc and Mr W E, 
Hons tnunBofr wall 

I have, (£c. 

V M BRGABMEAD 
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SVRIAN PRESS AND RADIO 


Changes following Colonel Zaini's "Coup d'Blat ’* 

Mr, lirtnuimr-iul to Mr Bavin, [Bra in d 28//* April) 


(No. 45. Confidential) 

Damascus, 

Sir, 184 A Aprii> 1040. 

I have the honour to inform you that, by 
Decree No. 149 of 12th April and an annex 
Of 14th April, licences to publish have been 
withdrawn from seventy-seven of the 
ninety'four daily papers and periodicals 
formerly appearing in Syria. The decree 
provides also for the setting tip of a com- 
mission of three member* to assaaa what 
indemnities shall lie awarded to proprietors 
of periodicals nr papers which may no 
longer appear, It consists of two 
prominent lawyers and the Syrian Cao- 


iroller of Press and Radio, Salim Rey 
/jirakli. 

*1 The need for reducing the number of 
ntjwspiijwrs in Syria was felt by previous 
Governments. At leaat twice since 104G a 
Bill to this purpose has been drafted bnt 
allowed to lapse. The Syndicate of News¬ 
paper Proprietors was among the foremost 
advocates of reduction. Journalists who 
take their work seriously have always 
resented the discredit done to their profes¬ 
sion by I he existence of newspapers of 
small circulation whose muon d'ttrr was 
not the «ale of news but intimidation, hire 
and even blackmail. 
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Fourteen daily newspapers and lwu 
a tag amines have survived Decree No. 149, 
Eight of tiie dailies appear in Damascus, 
four in Aleppo, one in Horn# and one in 
Souerda. Iiiese papers offer a fairly 
representative cross-section of the political 
parties and groups formerly active in the 
press. No obvious political prejudice seems 
to have prompted the new regime in 
deciding which licences should be with¬ 
drawn, Uf the dailies still appearing two 
were supporters of President Kuwatb, and 
the National Party {Sh*■ bftb of Akppo and 
Quins of Damascus). Four were fairly 
independent and of large circulation iAl-f 
ft a. .1 if yum nf Damascus and 

Tf^ffubitsm of Aleppo). Four were sup¬ 
porters of the Popular Party [Shufib of 
Damascus, Suri Ki Jr did of Homs, Nadir 
a ml / sht A i > f A lq ■ p< j) . Mn n n r is t be o rga ti 
of the Muslim Brother hr* id Xidnf is intk- 
pendent and radical. JtjbfJ is a Dnize 
paper. I him represents the trade unions. 

4 The changes have lieen well received 
by the general public. Some merchants 
think that they operate rather too much in 
favour of I.eft-wjug reformist opinion. If 
such a bias exists it was temporarily 
corrected on I7th April by the suspension 
of Shiftib, the main organ of the Popular 
Party, for the publication of a false report 
r»f discussion of the “Fertile Crescent 
plan hv representatives of Syria. Traq and 
Transjordan 

5. The licence of the trade union paper 
.1 lam was withdrawn on Kith April, Two 
days later a deputation of its readers called 


upon Colonel Zairn and asKed for its 
reinstatement After ascertaining that it 
was ivideh read and admired Colonel Zann 
granted mere request. 

d. Journalists whoso newspapers may no 
longer appear are complaining not of the 
principle of reduction but oi the manner of 
its execution, They would have liked the 
Government before withrowing licences to 
state first the criteria of survival so that 
such newspapers as do not at present make 
whatever grade is deemed desirable might, 
if they choose, work their way hack into 
circulation J ids they cannot do so long as 
the qualifications for holding licenced 
remain umkimed. 

7, There lias been a significant change in 
the character of news bulletins broadcast 
by Radio Damascus. Under the old rt^gbue 
much time was devoted to glorifieatitm of 
President Kuvvatli who maintained direct 
control of the station. News from the out¬ 
side world was presented scantily and 
subjectively. Under the present regime 
broad casting has been placed under the 
dire* tion of the Syrian Press Office News 
bulletins now give [lie listener a balanced 
picture of world affairs, and. since a few 
days a Her the cot rp d' K/at , concentrate tody 
on such local news as is of importance. 

8. I am copying this despatch to His 
Majesty's representatives at Beirut, 
Amman, Bagdad. Cairo, Jedda and ibe 
British Middle East Office. 

T have, <fte. 

P M BRdADMF AD 
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NEW REGIME IN &YRIA 

.1/r. Broodmead tn Mr fhrin f \ Beer i n d 2&th April) 


(No, 4s. I onfidential) 

DtmttiSCHS , 

Sjr f 254A April, 1040 

l have the honour to submit some reflec¬ 
tion* on the general uppeoruEH c of (lie in-w 
fegifne in Syria, which I hope may he use¬ 
ful as a supplement to telegram* which I 
have iw 1 d rossed to you. T he 11 reaeu £ rnon icnt 
seems opportune for such a survey, since 
there has riot yet been any contact between 
myself or my staff and! the new Govern- 
tnent r and what I have to rejxirt must, 
therefore, necessarily be more objective and 
40685 


imi i aloiired by personal wntAiLts than may 
Inter lie jiosaible 

‘A. Colonel Zaiin has been described from 
elsewhere a* a military adventurer, untrust¬ 
worthy, a wtiuld-be Napolciin of the Middle 
Eos! There may be some truth in this 
sight of his high-speed journeys through 
the town in the ex-President's car pre¬ 
ceded by motor-cyclists with American 
police sirens and followed hy a jeep 
earning a tommy-gun bodyguard lends 
a)lour to this view, and no doubt has 
impressed outside observers Yet oddly 

ft* 2 
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enough an early pronouncement by Colonel 
/aim—Inmoumb as far as ht is concerned, 
by the press rather iu the breach than the 
observance—*was to the effect that, hence* 
forth, the multiplicity of “ excellency 
titles stum Id be dropped, and each man 
become a plain mister, So too was it 
noteworthy to find a later press announce¬ 
ment that he would receive visitors on 
four mornings a week: this rather 
apologetically, because hitherto he had been 
available, wen in the early dais, lu all 
comers. A decree forbidding the further 
printing of photographs of himself, with 
which the town is flooded, has also had an 
effect. It is also a fact that the broad* 
cast mg station U being used far less as 
propaganda lor the head of the State than 
in tlie time of Shukri Quwatiy. At this 
legaLiou we have had in the past some 
experience of bis ability to get t hings done 
to make a decision and to stick to it. In 
I&4T the then Chief of Police proposed to 
send some officers on a training mission to 
tile United Kingdom, and then when all 
a -1 rangements had been made backed nut on 
the excuse that no provision had been made 
in the budget. Zuiin, who succeeded 
Ghaleli 11 it so in this post fan "efficient 
newcomer " were tin- credentials the lega- 
tioTi gave him when transmitting his 
- 1 • *;i hsi for training fncilUies), selected 
candidates and saw to i i that they arrived 
in England each with a good deal of dis¬ 
cretion to choose such courses as to the 
officer concerned seemed profitable And 
since /aim's choice of students was good, 
the officers made good, use of their time. 
There have naturally enough been a number 
of promotions in the Syrian army since it. 
juii /aim in power; wmir of these promo¬ 
tion* were designed to keep potential 
rivals sweet Bhe recall of the somewhat 
senile former ('emmender-in-chief, who was 
dismissed on grounds of ineffidency early 
in the Palestine war and his promotion to 
general. is a case in point), but 1 have it 
on the authority nf the British adviser to 
the Ministry n f Defence that the great 
majority of the promotions were deserved 
and overdue It is unlikely that the army 
will turn in /aim's hand, and he has wills 
him the mlhirnlial and honest Armenian 
commanding the gendarmerie. He is. how¬ 
ever, aware that the demands of other work 
are earning him to lose touch with his 
officers and men, and he is doing what he 
can to stay close to them. 

3, Tt was in part this lack of contact 
with the army on the part of Khriled-el- 


A/m ami the ex.-! 1 resident which led to the 
wup it Etui. Jamil Mardam, who* until the 
ena ui November was Minister of Defence 
as well as Prime Minister, with all his 
inability lu take decisions, vva* popular 
with the army and received a great uvatiou 
at a farewell party u> officers at the time 
ut his resignation. Khaled-el-Azm A more 
clear-sighted diagnosis of the weakness of 
the Syrian economy led him externally to 
favour agreements with foreign countries; 
and internally to hold down expenditure. 
The growing army was hardest hit, but the 
Prime Minister iu his aloofness (be had, 
after all been out of the country for some 
two years iu Baris) did not follow a policy 
of explaining the need for austerity. 
Reduction of officers allowances and post- 
famed promotions were a particular 
grievance, its also in a different sense were 
the investigations ordered personally l>v the 
ex-President into alleged corruption in the 
quartermasters' branch oi the army. Means 
tu take over control catne to hand when ih» j 
Syrian battalions were withdrawn from 
duly on the Lebanese front : and at the 
same time fresh supplies of arms and 
ammunition for "internal security" 
arrived from Frame and acre issued 
straight from containers to the returning 
fcroopa who with them seized Damnsens 
fn retrospect. it is fortunate from the point 
of view of French susceptibility that His 
Majesty's Government were not the pur¬ 
veyors of these arms. 

4. Great Britain was, of course 
popularly supposed In be the prime mover : 
on the morning of 30th March a secretaty 
in the Iraqi l egation was woken up by sun 
excited Iraqi student who told him that 
the army had seized power and that King 
Abdullah was on his way. 1 believe that, 
rtt least as far ns the Iraqi Legation here 
was concerned, much attention was given In 
the first few days to this theory of jhe 
origin of the movement, and (heir views 
rnav well have inffnwnred the Iraqi Depute 
Prime Minister when he reported in effect 
that /aim had little personal backing and 
would soon lie out 

it Sinre /aim took over, public ntrW 
within the country has been extra- 
ordinarily well maintained The mass of 
the people have accepted the new regime 
with sympathy bordering on enthusiasm 
Pont ml nf food prices (strictly enforced), 
a commission to receive grievances the 
pmraire of a modified electoral system, 
in realign lions into profiteering, ratifica¬ 
tion of the Monetary Agreement with 


France have all given promise that vital 
matters are not k ing neglected. A more 
difficult question to answer u how far the 
puliLu ijiu> iui Lhe former regime) and 
leading industrial bis and businessmen 
wish lo co-operate* Some of them are 
anxious akiul the result of investigations 
into the sources of their wealth, and require 
an answer uii this point before they will 
commit themselves. Meantime the banks 
a re ! esi rict i ng erfc lit. Others coaside r Lhe 
moment jimpitsous to realise a union 
between Syria and Iraq. In this connexion, 
as a very wide generalisation, ii seems 
to me that the business interests and 
politicians of the north of Syria, which 
geographically and commercially looks to 
Iraq to a greater extent than the south, are 
the leading spirit*. The south, if it looks 
anywhere, looks to Transjordan. It is 
important to note, however, that none of 


these views have been publicly expressed. 
Colonel /aim himself has said that he 
stands for ike independence and integrity 
nf all Syria. 

u. Meanwhile, recognition of the new 
regime has been given by Argentina,, Egypt, 
Lebanon, Saudi-Arabia and I’urkey, and 
i believe that recognition by the major 
Bowers will encourage sound elements in 
the country to work instructively with 
/aim. and iu this co-operation it will be 
easier io guage the strength of feeling for 
some sort of political merger tatween Syria 
and other Arab States. 

7. I uni copying this despatch to His 
Majesty's representatives at Beirut, Bag¬ 
dad. Amman. Cairo, Jerusalem, Paris, 
Washington, Angora and in the British 
Middle East Office, 

I have, (ftc. 

V M BROADMEAD 
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SITUATION IN SYRIA 
Conversation with Colonel Zaini 

i/r. Brondmead to Mr. Be mitt. 261 h Mny\ 


(No. 60) Damascus, 

Sir, *2$rd Map. 1049, 

It is now almost eight weeks since 
Colonel /aim effected his coup d £ hit and, 
as l had Iasi night the occasion to have a 
long talk with him, it may be useful if I 
try to record something of what passed, 
more especially its conversation was almost 
entirely devoted to Syria itself and there 
was notably no reference either to relations 
with Transjordan or Iraq. If some of 
what S report appears U- be trivial, J hojte 
that at least it may contribute to forming 
a picture of the new ruler of this country. 
IIis contrast with either the heavy stub¬ 
bornness of Shukri KuwatJy or the volatile 
sharpness of Jamil Man I am is *u great that 
he is to me a fascinating study. My 
knowledge of these parts is. of course, of 
fairly recent duration and them? may be, for 
all l know many more like him : but to me 
he is something new in the ruling element in 
Syria. 

2. The occasion for our meeting was a 
dinner pari v given for myself and my staff. 
Ladies were present hut at the last minute 
M me. /aim was taken ill and did not 
therefore appear and lhe colonel's apolo¬ 
gies for her a Ware and his ertm late arrival 


were accompanied by a homely description 
of the dou stii scene be had just left. He 
himself w - looking tired and rather 
thin and said (hat lie frequently worked 
twenty hours u day as lie found he just 
could not otherwise tope with all the detail 
put Im? fore him As an Englishman in the 
party said he had jusi returned from 
Aleppo Colonel /aim immediately got on 
to the question of Communist si and said 
that he hud had to have three leading mem¬ 
bers of the party in Aleppo Locked up. He 
went on to say that the Russians were eon 
stsiiii lv mousing him of toing a dictator and 
denied, not for the only time during the 
evening, a In* r he was v diitator. 

3. The main part of our conversation 
took plate after dinner, when Mr Kirk 
patrick joined in the talk, some of which 
took place in Arabic For iinstance. Colonel 
/aim asked him whether he did not think 
that the people were now much happier. 
Mr, Kirkpatrick gave a suitable anodyne 
reply. To another member of the staff he 
said that the Syrian people were content 
with what he hud done for them, whereas 
neighbouring countries did not like what 
he had done as ii was in effect loo progres¬ 
sive. The colonel also said, in Arabic, that 
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although he bad no particular use for them 
he had let sonic Lebanese personalities come 
and see him, knowing that it would annoy 
Aiad Soih, tor whom ns we know only Loo 
well he lias great dislike, if not von tempt. 

4. Colonel Zaira raised the question of 
consmuuism in the teaching profession and 
said that while sonic were openly Com 
nmn st there were others who, possibly 
w k tJiout realising it. were border line rases : 
he was watching all this very i arefully and 
taking the necessary steps With regard 
to teaching in general he repeated what he 
had previously told me, namely, that from 
next year touching in the medical profes¬ 
sion was to lie in Knglish. and he added 
that law was in he taught in ITem 3« When 
wv expressed some < on< ern sit the mnnher of 
law st tide ms he said that henceforth the 
numbers in sill faculties would lx? limited 
lie also said he was not going to stand for 
any mure -Indent demonsiralions and he 
mentioned [hat in one round up 7Ut) rides 
had teen collected. 

5. At one ;until I brought the subject 
round to economic development. His first 
object is to get on with the Aleppo water 
supply and then he has hi mind tht Ghab 
s? heme and the port of Las In kin in order 
not to he completely dependent frit Beirut, 
He also said he has a scheme Eo build 
villages for Bethiuins and so to minimise 
their nomadic character. With regard t < 
th-i Cali'siinr refugees he said that he per- 
eoailly was prepared to keep them, pro¬ 
vided always that they received . onipeiis.i- 
thm for their losses in Palestine and liiat 
the Syrian Govetniueiu metved financial 
aid for resettle merit. From what die 
American Minister hus told me l think that 
Zaira meant to qualify this statement by 
adding ** as part of a general settlement A 
The colonel ate) mentioned the abolition of 
Waijfs. which lias jtial lieen ties reed, and 
saiii that the money accruing to the Govern¬ 
ment from that measure would be used 
fsirilv for national defence and partly for 
c unoniii development Money air ruing 
frnm TupEin© would also Etc used for these 
purpise*. 

tl in talking about social customs I men¬ 
tioned that 1 had been in Turkey when Eh© 
fez was abolished, Colonel Zaim said that 
he did not intend to copy Mustapha 
Kama 3* revolutionary tactile he would 
proceed by evolution For instance, he had 
told tile sheikhs that they were Eo confine 
them selves to religion and nni to interfere 
if, for instance, women wished to drop the 
veil Du the fitter hand, men must take 


more pride in their appearance aud he was 
not going to stand for them walking ateut 
the streels in their pyjamas (it certainly is 
a revolting custom ) ; they would either he 
fined JtSyr, loo or go to prison for a month* 

I refrained from suggesting that this was 
rather dittaturial • 

7. Mr. Kirkpatrick suggested that some 
thought might he given to the development 
of tourism. The colonel said that lie had 
that very much in mind os he did not want 
Syrians to go and spend their money in 
Lebanon Syria had its beauty spots as 
well as places of historical interest. Hotels 
i' ii!d he opened in Syria and jieople could 
go to them and play baccarat or roulette to 
the! r heart s content. 

b The colonel ft3so touched on the ques- 
tion of the anio and said that his eventual 
aim was to have trained reserves of SDO„CM>0 
men. Hon script ion was for two years and 
everyone, regflidlesstif his station, would be 
I i able. 

i> In summing up this talk and from my 
previous conversations with him f venture 
to draw tht* following conclusions* Colonel 
Zaim is, and indeed rather boasts of being, 
a iisun of the people. He is proud of being 
a poor man and he openK despises the 
politician who uses his position to make 
money : that is one of his main grievances 
again*E the old regime. He set 1 * the weak¬ 
ness of the civil service and has already 
taken the first step of getting rid of 
redundant personalities. He is not an 
ascetic and is. 1 think, essentially a human 
man, wishing for the happiness of his 
fellow countryroen. But lie is not going to 
stand any nonsense from anyone, whether 
insit if Syria or outside her borders. At 
present Lebanon is incurring his special 
displeasure and he referred again last night 
to her unwillingness or inability to cope 
with the (Tirrmnuitisl problem. I think he 
feels, and 1 telievc he is right, that the 
stability of Syria ran be end lingered as long 
ns this state of affairs continues. I realise, 
of course, that driven hy headstrong im¬ 
pulses lie may take actions for which he will 
a fter wa nis Ik* s* »r v\ The [present aq u n hide 
with Lchajj'c 11 e: t> [urn mit l<> In* a i fist■ in 
point, hut out of evil may com© good and h© 
may sec that international relations need 
rather Hiflerent handling to action taken on 
the home front. 

HI. All in all, I am inclined ro regard 
him* from my limited experience in this 
area, as an interesting phenomenon which 
must doubtless be causing some nasi-em to 
rulers in neighbouri ng tountrieH, and I have 
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a fed Tig that, with then n.d fashioned 
ideas, they were uneasy at this new element 
which had suddenly come into the life of an 
Arab State lienee, no doubt, the initial 
desire after the coup d'Etat to propagate 
the Fertile Crescent or Greater Syria 
schemes, 1 would, of course, he the first to 
admit that we are really only on the 
threshold of developments ami that much 
will probably depend on the new Cunstitu- 
ti m and the way in which the old political 
parties are prepared to fit into the new 
scheme of things- It may well be argued 
that these countries are not yet ripe for a 
parliamentary system such as we know it 
in the Western world. The great question 
to my mind is whether* having got rid of a 
regime which had very little to commend it, 
and being himself a man of the people, 
Colonel Zaim can ini induce a system which 


will satisfy some of the aspirations of the 
so-called effendi class. Indeed, one is per¬ 
mitted to ask the question whether Colonel 
Zaim 's regime is not the long-ex peeled 
entry of the Arab middle class into effective 
poliiical life. It may be too early to give a 
h utegOT'ieal answer- to this question, but I 
do believe that, under Zaira* the possibili¬ 
ties exist, ! do not as vet rate it higher 
than that* that some of those elements in 
public life in the .Middle East, which are so 
alien i" our ideas and beliefs, have iu Syria 
a chime© of disappearance, 

H I am copying this despatch to His 
Mg jest vT Representative* at Bagdad, 
Amman. Ik -rut. Cairo. Jerusalem, -fedda, 
Ankara, Tel Aviv and the British Middle 
East Office, Cairo, 

T have, Ac 

I \1 EROADMEAU. 


E 8055 1015 No. 0 

REFERENDUM AND ELECTION IN SYRIA 


Mr . BToadmead to Mr . Br - citi . , t t irt <t L*/ July 


{ Xu, SUL f' onliderit i a I} On masen 

Sir, Tiih June, IMA. 

With reference to my telegram No* Jfll 
of 2dlh .June, l have the honour to report 
Lime the referendum and election which took 
place in Syria cm 125th June posted off 
calmly and without incident. The result 
was, of course, a foregone conclusion and 
the only question was how many voters 
would participate and east their vote? in 
favour of Colonel Zaira and the other Four 
poj tits of the q nest ion n ai re, The fol lowi ng 
are the official figures of the voting on the 
five-point questionnaire (see enclosure to 
Damascus despatch V>. 07 of 13th June) :■— 


Trnd number of tiftetorute 

Total number of the-*.- oHujilly voting 

Quevlkw I— 

NtnnLr of voters voting \>b “ 
Question 9— 

XurntMT (ft vdtt'lTS vcH in£ ” V«-k 
Q litxitinn a— 

dumber ol voter* voting " Yet " 
QlintiQD 4— 

Number of voters voting ” Ye* 

Qiin.uon *V - 

Number of voters voting forCelonel 7*flim 


BUVG’J] 

700.701 


798,7190 
?»7,482 
?J7,435 
79T,*fi2 
720.316 


2 It will be seen, therefore, that a very 
he j ivy vote was recorded on each question, 
although it is interesting that the question 
tegarding the ©lection of Colonel Zaira as 


1*resident of the Republic received the tea?t 
number ot votes, According to foreign 
press correspotidcnte who toured the pilling 
booths* voting was conducted in an orderly 
irumnei ansi without anv fuss, Tliere is, 
moreover, evidence that the Government 
was anxious to ensure that the referendum 
was honestly supervised The same was 
true ail over Syria aw lording to reports 
front the same correspondents. Must voters 
recorded their votes openly tu frout of the 
supervisor, and made no pretence at Lusting 
their vote secretly, although provision was 
made for theHi to do m if thro wished. 
I lliterates were helped to record their votes 
by the simple method of getting them to 
phic© their thumb-prints (under article Ifl 
of the decree euelowd tn my despatch under 
reference this procedure was not envisaged 1 ) 
against each point of the questionnaire 
which hud already conveniently t>een eom- 
pleted by the HUpervisur Voting, which 
under the decree was to take place between 
7 m and 7 p m, on 25lh June* got off to a 
slow start in Damascus blit tetanic fairly 
brisk later in the morning Voters arrived 
in fair numbers at the prilling <*nire* but 
not precipitately* and there was a general 
absence of evntereunoe and even enthusiasm 
It waa announced that the frontier tetween 
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Syria and the Lebanon would be closed from 
3 a m. on 2frth June until 7 p in. on the 
26th. but members of the diplomatic and 
consular corps were allowed to pass as aim 
Syrian residents of the I^-baoon proceeding 
to Damascus to lake part in the voting. It 
hid been announced that there were some 
1 j iKKJ of these voters but in fact only about 
half that number crossed the frontier. The 
Syrian army* including the gendarmerie, 
whose patrols have been regularly on the 
streets of Damascus since the <amip d'Etat, 
were ouapit iious by their absence on ‘25th 
June, having been confined to barracks lest 
their presence should he constmed by 
oppi r tents of I'ohmcl Za i in as a sign ol 
pressure on voters. Another and more 
important reason for this move was to have 
them standing b> in case of lrouble. 

3. Simc the publication on 8ih June of 
the decree regarding the referendum and 
election an intensive propaganda campaign 
in favour of Colonel Zaim has been carried 
on by the local press and, to a Lesser extent, 
by the radio The j«op!e have daily been 
exhorted to vote for Colonel Zaim and the 
main theme has been that the country must 
express it> gratitude to their lender by 
choosing him a* their constitutional bead. 
Tl was never expected that any other can* 

■ lidate would compete with Colonel Zaim 
for the presidency and when, a quarter of 
ari hour before the expiry of the time limit 
for the submission of names of candidates, 
Colonel Ziiim nominated himself as eandi 
date for the presidency (my telegram 
No, 347 of 20th June' the press gave full 
non to its enthusiasm 

i The peaceful atmosphere which pre- 
vailed in Darn re. us oft 25th June was 
rudely shattered at 8.15 p.th. that evening 
when part of the main arsenal of the Syrian 
army just out hide Mezze village exploded 
with terrifying noise A number of imnv 
hutment# and surrounding buildings were 
destroyed in the resultant blaze, but the 
situation was soon under control. A brief 
c[Trial communique announced that some 
" old 1 ammunit ion had been destroyed and 
that there had been some casualties. 
Nothing was f^iiid about the cause of the 
explosion hut it h thuught that it must have 
been -in " inside ‘ job done by l'umtnunisl# 
or other opponents of Colonel Zaim. A 
number of officers, non-commissioned officers 
and men were arrested immediately after 
the event, and they are Wing closely inter* 
negated. React ions in Damascus varied 
from the enthusiasm of those who thought 
that iliis had been thy customary signal for 


the beginning of the month of Ramadhan 
to the dark forebodings of those who 
suspected some Hashemite or Jewish plot 
to overthrow Colonel Zaim 

3. Results of the referendum were due to 
he announced on the same evening, but delay 
after delay took place to the particular 
annoyance of the waiting foreign press 
eorres pond cuts. ! i w as n ot 13 nil 1 t a te on i he 
morning of 26th dune that the final figures 
were officially mmoumrd. and. as f have 
n 1 ready reported. Muhsi n Barazi was 
entrusted! hy Colonel Zaim with the task 
of forming a Cabinet. At 4 p.m. the new 
President (who. I understand, is to be given 
the title of Marshal ) received the nm- 
graiillations of the diplomatic corps, the 
service chiefs, representatives of the various 
Government departments, religions bodies 
and delegations from all over the country. 
No member of the Iraqi Legation was 
present, tin the other hand Lhe Soviet 
Minister attended in spite of the fact that 
it was genera Hy understood that the Soviet 
Govern Tin mi had not rei-crnLed Cnfoutd 
Z aim's regime Colonel Zaim, in his new 
capacity as President of the Republic, bad 
discarded his military uniform and 
appeared in civilian clothes for the first 
time. He made quite an impressive figure, 
and was ohvmnslv in excellent spirits 
Midi sin Jlarazi was also present lo receive 
itmgratillations. In the evening n&nxaacus 
celeb ruled thehappi event with a good deni 
of noise 1 , the iKTJishm being considered all 
the more auspicious a ml worthy of cele¬ 
bration a# it coincided with the beginning 
of Hamad him Several triumphal arches 
had been erected for the !«■<-asion and crowds 
of festive Damascenes roamed the streets, 
There was no immoderate enthusiasm, 
however,, and the general impress ton was 
oik of a people who respited, more than 
they loved, their leader. 1'he 27th June 
was declared a public holiday. 

6. IiTthe new Cabinet formed by Muhsin 
Barazi the Ministers of Education (whiih 
includes Health rmd Public Assistance),. 
Finance, Agriculture and Public Works 
remain the same as in the previous Cabinet 
Muhsin Ramzi has, in addition to Incoming 
Prime Minister token on the Ministry of 
Interior formerly held by Colonel Zaim, 
togeth r with that of Foreign Affairs pic 
vjously held by Amir Adel Arslan, who is 
not included in the new Cabinet. The 
Minkin of Justice has bwn given te 
Mustafa >ln-hahi (Personalities Vo. 129) 
in fdiui’ of Asad Qurani. and that of 
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National Defence, formerly held by Colonel 
Zaim, to General Abdullah Atfe. Chief of 
the General Staff. 

7, 3 am copying this despatch to His 
Majesty *s representatives at Amman, 


Beirut, Cairo, Jed da. Jernsaleui, Washing* 
ton. Tel Aviv. Paris. Bagdad and to the 
British Middle Last Office ai Gai v 
] have. <fcc. 

P M. BROADMILYD 


E 8001 1462 80 No. 7 

ABOLITION OF THE SYSTEM OF LINEAL AND JOINT YYAQFS IN 

SYRIA 

.1 Sr. HromhiiHtd (o Mr. Brvin. i /C r-m e' tyth July) 


(An, Hti> Damascus, 

Sir, 1*/ dult/, 1949. 

I have the honour to transmit lo you 
herewith a copy in translation of Legisla¬ 
tive Decree N-< 7fi of 36th Mav, 194®, 

■p " 

(ex t raoled f it an 0fffidal , Ionrn sd No. 23 of 
1049) regarding the abolition of the system 
of Lineal and Joint Waqfs in Syria 
2, This decree is one of the most Impor¬ 
tant pieces uf legislation enacted hy the 
Zaim Government for ii abolishes as one 
blow a M'siiMsi of property-holding sancti¬ 
fied by Sharia law 'That Zaim has felt 
able n> Jo away with such it long-established 
print ice is significant proof of hi# confi¬ 
dence that the abolition of a system so full 
«f abuses reflects the general desire of the 
Country to lie rid of « legal anachronism 
which put money in the pockets of a few 
while depriving the majority ot their 
legitimate share Indeed, I here has long 
been a popular demand for the dissolution 
of these W&qfs. particularly, of course, 
among the recipients of the sumII pensions 
distributed hy the guardian or adminis¬ 
trator of the WaqffiL These recipients 
naturally prefer to realise n lump sum in 
ready cash rather than receive the meagre 
pittance accruing to them under the exist¬ 
ing system. At the same time, as will lie 
seen from Ankle 10 of the decree, provi¬ 
sion is made for in per cent, of the value of 
Lineal Waqfs to lx- allotted to national 
defence, and Zaim, whose immediate object 
is lo strengthen the Syrian Army, was 
quick to realise that the abolition of the 
Waqfs system would provide a rich source 
of income for this purpose. As I have 
already reported in paragraph 5 of my des¬ 
patch No. 60 (10 132 48) of 23rd May. 
Zaiui ha* told me that the Government 
would use the money partly for national 
defence and partly for economic develop¬ 
ment I understand from an unofficial 
source that the Waqfs are expected to yield 


something like TSyr. 15b million for 
National Defence 

3. The decree is aimed in the first place 
at the guardians or administrators of the 
Waqfs, who for centuries have exercised a 
strangle-hold on the various heirs and Iw-tie- 
]oi iaiic-. including charitable msuiuiions. 
Owing eo the inult-iplicity of share!loldurs 
entitled to I he revenues accruing from [hese 
Waqfs, the mtuftl share payable ii» each 
per si m has in most case- amounted to almost 
nothing and the beneficiary has more often 
than iici found it cheaper to waive his claim 
rather ihan incur the expenses isUirnp^ and 
notarial fees ttc.) involved in extracting 
his dm re The result has !• m that the 
aJinhii u icu of the Waqt has taken .»ver 
these shm j s .md waxed fat i>n the nctum- 
mulnteJ pi xceds Article 2 of the decree 
ftlKihshes the post of adininigtrator and 
denies ihe latter any right of seeking to 
retain it by legal action, Articles ^12 
define tile liiethmi of liquidating tile Wfiqls, 
and distnhmiitg them between the various 
parties who under the old system were 
entitled to a share therein Pro|Terty i> to 
lie returned to the heirs of the original 
testator. or. where they are too numerous, it 
will Ijc sold by public auction and ihe pro¬ 
ceeds divided among them Provision is 
also made for charity to receive the full 
share to which it is entitled md, wbere no 
share has been allotted to it under ihv Joint 
Waqf system, to receive an amount equal to 
not less tlmi 25 per rent, of the value of 
the Waqf in question, 

4 It should i>e noted that this is not the 
first time that action ha# been taken against 
the Waqfs in Syria. In 1932 the Manda¬ 
tory power forbade ihe making of further 
bequests to the Lineal Waqi In 1946 the 
Government of Sa'adulkdi Jabri abolished 
another tyjieof Waqf known as the Waqf 
el Maulawiic which granted leaders of 
Lslandi religious orders the uUiupervised 
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administration of endowments. Indeed, 
the need for abolishing the system of 
Line:d and Joint \\ uqf* has long been 
recognised and a bill was presented to 
Parliament over twelve years' ago but was 
never passed. lake the decree withdraw¬ 
ing the licences of newspapers {my des 
patch No. 45 of torb April, 1949) the 
deem? regarding the new Civil Code, and 
other legislation unaided by Zaim's (Livmi 
merit the decree ah-dishing the Wan is puts 
into effect n hill which has hitherto ^in¬ 
sistently been held up h\ the opposition of 
intefftstcil parties in Parliament 

5. A sulrsequent decree, which I shall 
he reporting in due course, is designed to 
take the administration of "Charity 
Waqfs" out of the band* of individual 
guardians nr administrators ami place it 
directly under the Department of Waqfs. 

6. ! am chary of commenting in detail 
on the e< M unm h and sot ml results which 
may be exp-cted to come from Legislative 
Decree No. 76. The following conclusions 
seem, however, admissible :— 

(u) In the case of the Lineal Waqfs 
alone ih e new law will put into free 
ciitulation property to the value 
(basing the sum on the estimate 
given in paragraph 2 above of the 
share to he taken by National 
Lk* fence) nf t>y r. 1,5(M i mi 11 ton. 
The effect of this will, i suggest, in. 1 
two-fold. The new outright owners 
of landed property wilt be able to 
ri'uHse their assets and convert their 
possessions into any form of capital 
they w ish. This may well lead to a 
new pattern of property owning m 
Syria, the pain I is perhaps more 
dearly seen when it is known, for 
example, that some 50 per cent of 
laud in the town of llama has 
hitherto been lied in Waqfs. The 
second and more far-reaching 
economic implication is that there 
will now he fewer obstacle* in the 
way of the purchase of land for 
development ^ the rotate or the land- 
owner wishing to purchase an 
additional acreage of former Waqf 
laud will he able to deal with the 
owner of that pirn* of ground ami 
will not, as previously, need to enter 
first into the legal difficulties of 
breaking a Waqf And in time tin 
greater freedom in the exchange of 
Fanil may enable the small peasant 
cultivator, who foritis the mainstay 
of the agricultural life of this pre- 


dominantly agricultural country, to 
purchase 1 the land lie cultivates and 
Lhcn?bv radically alter the system of 
land-tenure, 

ift) The social implications arc less clear 
save in so far as the economic ton- 
side rat ion s above have an effect. 
It is t io tew or thy . however, that the 
faculty t» law in the Syrian 
Luivcrsity is At least four times 
stronger numerically thau the next 
largest faculty. It is not, 1 suggest, 
too far-fetched to claim that thU 
volume mf legal training has been 
made necessary in pan by the 
extreme complexity of those institu¬ 
tion'' which the new legislation 
abolished* and with their dis¬ 
appearance the same demand will no 
longer exist and other and more 
practical studies will Ik? practised by 
many university students. At the 
same time it will be possible to 
reduce the number of functionaries 
in the various Waqf administrations 
—many of the posts being in any 
vase sinecures —and to employ (hem 
in less barren occupations. 

1 am copying this despatch to His 
Majesty’s Representatives at Hoi rut, Cairo, 
Jedda. Amman. Bagdad and the British 
Middle I asi Office. 

I have, vfcc. 

L M BliOADMEAI). 


I lit Insure Hi No. 7 

LEtiCSLViJYF Dm RtK No, 7b OF IHtit May, 
\W 

, 1 bolifioH of th > ,*>$&*• Ht of Li to to: 11 tUjftt 
*t no Jouif li rjiy/.v dtul IJissof of ion titul 

fJipiiiiation of xurh \V*uj}$ 

The Cflmnuu«3er-in-rhief of the Army 
and tin? Armed Finves, President of the 
I Vhiih ib of Ministers, 

In accordance with Article 1 of Legisla¬ 
tive Decree No. I of 2nd April, 19411; 

In accordance with legislative Decree 
\n 21 of I6ih April, 1940, and 
In accordance with the Decision of 
the Connell of Ministers, No. 134 of 
16th May, 1949 

! )ecrees t he ft>11 owlag :— 

A Hide l 

(1) It shall no longer be permissible to 
establish a Lineal Waqf or n Joint Waqf 
after the publication of this Legislative 
Decree 
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(i) Eve i 3 decision relating to the 
establishment of a Lineal Waqf or Joint 
Waqf. and every registration of such 
Waqfs in the Laud Register, made after 
the publication of thi* Legislative Decree, 
shell he unisidered as legally invalid. 

to ivy Lineal Waqf is meant a Waqf 
made for one s self or for a person or per- 
*om designated and their descendants, it 
being laid down that the Waqf shall be 
allotted to some charitable purpose in the 
event of postcrit y bectmting exiinet. 

By Joint Waqf is meant a Waqf the 
benefits of which have been bequeathed 
jointly to some charitable institution, indi¬ 
vidual persons and their descendant#. 

.4 rticb. 2 

U \ The Litieal Wanfs and the Jnint 
Waqfs, established prior to the publication 
of this Legislative Decree shall be dissolved 
and liquidated in accordance with the 
provisions of this decree. 

( 2 l The services of the guardians of both 
the Lineal and Joint Waqfs shall terminate 
Uniutdiately this Legislative Deere# has 
Wo published. Tbc Directorate-General 
ol Waqfs together with its branches in the 
Uouhafinals and Quzas will take charge 
of the management and utilisation of ihe 
dissolved Waqfs acting ns sequestra to iy and 
in this capacity it will be bound to the 
court assigned by Mns Legislative Decree, 

(3) No lawsuit concerning guardianship 
of the Lima! and Joint Waqfs may lie heard 
nor any suit connected with the ofliires of 
these Waqfs. 

A riicl* 3 

(1) A court consisting of a president 
and two judge.-, who will be appointed by 
di'cnc on the recommendation of the 
Minister of Juslice, shall consider the liquL 
Ration of these Waqfs. This court will la? 
called ' The Lineal and Joint Waqfs Liqnb 
Ration Court/' 

(2) The clerical work of the court will 
he undertaken Uy judicial assistants, to hr 
appointed by a decision of the Minister < if 
J Us i ice, 

(3) The court will work out of office 
houre. The judges and officials will be paid 
compensation, the amount to he fixed by a 
decision of the Minister of Justin? and paid 
froiii the Department of Waqfs otil of the 
Account of Temporary Payments. 


Art-id*: 4 

The i turn of Liquidation shall be 
competent:— 

(1 f To identify the Waqf in question* 
rfpec i f v the p ro | ie r ty beq u ca 11 led, a nd 
explain whether the Waqf is a 
Lineti i or a Joint one. 

>2i 1 iiexamine the terms and conditions 
laid down tn trtupieaUier^ a* regards 
dues. 

To decide disputes over ptMterky, 
dues and dissolution of Wuqfs, 

(4 ' Tn exercise all powers wnmei tod with 
the liquidatiim of Lineal and Joint 
Waqfs and inatters relating thereto. 

t’>) PoMeedings shall lie U^nlncied exjn*- 

ditimisly in accordance with the 
■ ivil law prineediiig? except where 
othej'v.'if-e -Eli( t i in this det'rre 

A rtii'h 5 

11) The Defwirtment of Waqfs shall, soon 
after llie publication of ibis Legislative 
Decree and within » period not exceeding 
three months, inform the President of the 
court of the number of Lineal and Joint 
WuqjL in its area for the purpose of liqui- 
dating the same, 

(2) The Sharia Courts and the Land 
Rcpistrs ion Departments shall inform the 
Depart mm nf Waqfs uf the Poster it v and 
Joint Waqfs recorded in their registers. 

(3) Any lnuieii, bm.\ guardian or repre 
senintive of n cbarimble insLitiis ion may 
request the court to liquidate the Linml or 
Joint Waqf 

A rtidv 6 

(D The Sharia t cmrts and the Regular 
i ii rtsmust, voluntarily and free of charge, 
refer to the i Vuirt of Liquidatifm all ease? 
F.nhtTiitred to them concerning dues or dis¬ 
solution of the Lineal or Joint Waqf- 

(2) She m ('■ mrts a nd the Regular Courts 
shall LOfiiiuue to hem case* connected with 
me,units and rents, in the preotmre of the 
Department of Waqfs, during the period of 
liquidation, and in the preserue of the |>ar- 
sons concerned, after its lermination, 

A rtlrfr 7 

(I) The lonri siiall colicrt h fixed fee 
equal lu that payable for cases licfore the 
Court of First Instance, as specifier 1 in 
legislative De> iw V 127 of 13th July, 
1943. 

V2 1 Twenty-five fier lent of The revenues 
of a Waqf whose liquidation had been 
decided in 194b "hall l»e allotted by the court 
to the account of the Department of Waqfs, 
to rover court and liquidation expenses, 












(3) The court will, at least three times, 
notify those concerned and beneficiaries of 
Ihe Waqf by men ns nf notices posted on the 
court-yards of the anu i and Department of 
Waqfa, and though two local newspapers. 

(4} In the alienee of two local news- 
papers notification will he rnasle through 
two newspapers of the capital or through 
one of she capital*# newspapers should 
there be one li k ^ ( newspaper. 

The Department of Wftqfs will lie 
advised iiy menn* of a Seller addressed to it 
by the president nf the court 

(o' The lonri may, when necessary, seek 
tht 1 assistance of experts 

The court shall rule on requests for 
liquidation either unanimously or by a 
majority vote, and its derision* shall be 
linn I md not subje* t Eo the i ustmmiri pro 
to hire fur Eiligaiion nor to except ion?d 
E reatment. 

A rt h'li £ 

t Liquidation • >\ a Waqf will he effec¬ 
ted by dividing it up in kind, if it Tie 
divisible. otherwise if will be sold hv public 
auction in accordance with the Law of 
Execution 

(2i It shall, however. Ex 1 permissible to 
pamtion slie Waqf in kind between the 
charitable party and the party representing 
the heirs, should this he feasible, and there- 
alter to tonsider the partitioning of the 
heirs’ portion in accordance with the pre¬ 
ceding paragraph. 

(3) Di risibility shall Ex- determined with 
respect to the smallest share of the Waqf 
and several shares may he considered ns one 
shaft should ip Ex* so agreed among the 
persons concerned. , 

( I) The various estates of a Waqf shall 
be considered as constitilling a single unit 
for the purposes of division 

L>) The Execution Department* shall en¬ 
fant* the div isions taken with regard to 
liquidation. 

A rtict e 5) 

If the Waqf happens to be of the type 
relied ‘ double -rent or ‘ long-rent.” h 
will 1 r liquidated by the method of 
e* hange in a&ordaiu# with the provisions 
of ihe laws regarding exchange and the 
value shall rep]a e the Waqf and Etc Jrirri- 
buted in iuvordantv with the provisions of 
this legislative decree 

Artieh 11] 

(l) Five per ecru of the Lineal Waqf 
shall In- assigned to charity, depending on 


whether posterity has become extinct, and 
10 [ier rent, to national defence, 

p2) If the Waqf is a joint one and cTic 
bequeathe r had assigned a share to charity, 
this share .shall be allotted to the charitable 
party 

i 3) I f the beq (leather had not. in the ease 
of a Joint Waqf. assigned u .4iu re 1o 
charity, an adequate share will Etc granted 
to charity but not exceeding 2$ per cent of 
the value of the Waqf. 

(4) The shares granted to charity under 
the preceding paragraphs will go to the 
Treasury of the Local Department of 
Waqfs in fulfilment of the desire nf the 
ben neat her regarding charity. These 
shares will be included in the list of 
fiscatcd Waqfs 

ini The remainder of the Waqf, after 
deducting the share due to charity, will he 
distributed among the heirs in accord tmr 
with the provisions of this legislative 
decree, 

Art trie U 

The portion belonging to the hei t-s living 
at the time of the promulgation of this 
decree will lie divided, whether in kind or 
value, according to the following pro¬ 
visions ;— 

(1) Division will 1)«? undertaken accord¬ 
ing t«'i the terms of the bequeathe r 
on the basis nf equality or differen¬ 
tiation. depending upon whether the 
Waqf is of the “absolute” or 
“ preferential type 

(21 If the Waqf had been assigned 
according to categories, division will 
lw made according to the terms of the 
Itequeaiher among the living heirs, 
on condition that the total shares of 
the deceased heirs of the living heirs 
bo distributed among the total num¬ 
ber of their children either op a 
basis of equality or differentiation, 
according to the terms of the 
bequeat her 

(3) Any conditions laid down by the 
hequealher for the purpose of de¬ 
priving Ids heirs of their share shall 
be considered invalid, unless a reason 
exists preventing legal inheritsuce. 
Heirs entitled to. Imt deprived of, 
their share who are living a i the time 
of the promulgation of this decree, 
whether men or women, will receive 
a share equal to that nf the others, 
according to the terms of the 
beqHeather regarding equality or 
differentiation. 


Ar ticit 12 

Hi in determining and assigning the 
charitable party and its share, and the heirs 
and their shares, the court shall rely on the 
reLords of the I^ind Register, Judicial 
Decisions, the recorded letters of Lhe W aqf 
and > I* h 11 men tary t ran&actiona. 

m it is pfrmissitde Id ahnw proof nf 
such transactions by producing all neceaaary 
evidence, 

A rttrh 13 

The estates falling by division to the lot 
of heirs and the estates bought by pur¬ 
chasers al a public auction shall be regis¬ 
tered as their own property in the Land 
Register, after collection of the relevant 
legal fees. 

Article 14 

(1) The necessary fees and expenses in 
connexion with the liquidation of the Waqf 
sEiaJt be shared by the heirs in proportion 
to [heir respective shares; if the expenses 
have been paid by one of them he will have 
the right to claim a refund from the 
remainder and the court will, at his request, 
mle accordingly in his favour, 

(2) These expenses will lie deducted from 
the value of the estates, in the event of sale, 
and the claimant will have priority over any 
other creditor. 


Arti fit 15 

The provisions of this decree dial! apply 
to the value <4 the Lineal and Joint Wkiqfs, 
registered in the Department of Waqf a, 
whether sold by "“exchange or “expro¬ 
priation.' 1 ' 

A rticle lb 

The Waqfs governed by Decision No lft7 
of '22 :{ 192(1 shall lie liquidated according 
to special pruv i sit ms to he issued hereafter 

Articlr 17 

The provision* of this legislative decree 
shill apply to the Lineal nr Joint Waqfs 
even though the bequeat her may still lie 
living. 

Article 18 

All provision* contrary to this legislative 
decree are abolished. 

Artidr 19 

This legislative decree shall Tie published 
and loramuuH’ated to those responsible for 
it* execution. 


fhimti^ us, 19 // Uajub, 136 ^ 
(l®fA May, 1949). 


K 8833/1023/89 So. 8 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 

SYRIAN MINISTER 


Syrian Foreign Relations 

Mr, Beti n tv Mr. hI t mid mrad (Dammcua} 


(Xu. I 14. 1“ on tide till* I) Ft>nitfn Of/ict . 

Sir, lo//< July, 1949, 

The Syrian Minister made his first call 
upon uie to day. 

2. 1 raised the question oi m armistice 
between the Syrian and the Israeli Covem- 
nicnt*. pointing out that it was very dilti- 
oult to deal with the Syrian Government s 
■request for arms so bug as an armistice 
hail noi ijeeu concluded I then asked 
whether he could give me any information 
to to wlutt w:is really happening, and 
M. Homey said that talk* would begin 
again ai an early date and that hi* Govern¬ 
ment would do their last to reach a settlv* 
Went on all outstanding mat tors. The 

4oesfi 


Syrians had troops on former Palestinian 
territory which the Israelis alleged had 
been given to them under the United 
Nations Resolution. l’here was also the 
whole question of lhe water supply, which 
was vital to Syria. 

8. I then asked the Minister about the 
di the id ties with Iraq. He thought that 
relations were improving somewhat. He 
assured me that the President was deter¬ 
mined to try to put the wuntry on a good 
r-onti-1 basitt and that lie looked to ns for a 
good deal of gut da mi? and assislanoe. 1 
Informed M Homsy that the Foreign Ofhee 
would be ojk-n to him and that we were 
anxious to collaborate with him in solving 

c 













le 


the problems of his country and of the 
Middle East generally, 

4. 1 found M. Homey interesting, He 
profess warm sentiments for i.hi$ country 
and anxiety to bring about the fullest 
undemanding in the relations between his 
country and ours 


5. I <un sending copies of this despatch 
to Alexandria, Amman, Beirut, Bagdad, 
• fedda, Td Aviv, RMEO, (Cairo), 
Jerusalem, Washington and Paris, 

I am, &c, 

ERNEST BEVIN. 


E 897^/11388/89 No, 9 

SYRO-LEBANESE ECONOMIC AGREEMENT 

,1/r Man fo Mi Benin r (Rectired 22nd July) 


(No, 102 E) Damascus^ 

Sir, 18M July, 1940. 

I have the honour to transmit to you 
herewith a translation of the text of the 
Syro-Lebanese Economic Agreement, as 
published In La 1 vis dr Syrie which WOJ* 
signed at Shtuura, Ijtdcmnon, on bill July, 
The text as pulilished in the Lebaneee press 
— Lr Jour and L* du Lrrant — 

apart from minor differences in the word¬ 
ing is substantially the same in sense, A 
t ran station of the official version will be 
forwarded in due course when it appears 
m the Syrian Official Journal. 

% It will he recalled that economic rela¬ 
tions lietween the two countries have been 
strained since March 1948, when Syria 
refused to in- a signatory to the Economic 
and Financial Agreement concluded be¬ 
tween the Lebanon and France, and that 
while the “ Griff lemon V Agreement mb- 
sequeatly made between Syria and the 
Lebanon, pending the c onclusion of a more 
permanent agreement, served to maintain 
the common customs union, considerable 
tension arose on several occasions which 
threatened complete separation. In this 
eejmexion i have the honour to invite a 
reference to Mr. Dundas’s despatch No. J 18 
(8® 110 49) of 22nd September, 

3, The main features of the Agreement 
are :— 

On An assurance by Syria m supply the 
Lebanon with her wheat, barley and 
Hour requirement instead of the 
hitter lasing dependent op, meeting 
dcfiriencie* from other outside 
sources. By virtue of a recant 
Legist a Live l tecree (No, & of 80tb 
■lane), a copy of which is endowed, 
the Syrian Government i« to control 
the purchase of wheat for export, 
and, according to a press announce¬ 
ment, has fixed ihe price ex-farm at 


£Syr.l50 per ton, and the price 
delivered fab. port at £Syr 25fl per 
ton, which is more in line with the 
world market price I^tst year the 
Syrian Government demanded and 
obtained £43 per ton 

(&) An adjustment of import duties on 
cotton, artificial silk yarns and 
pienv goo(Js. and other goods wliich 
are nut specifically mentioned in the 
Agreement t he tariffs proposed 
in article 3 will require careful 
investigation as direct comparison 
with the existing import tariff is 
difficult due to the new Gasification 
adopted, although the Syrian pro¬ 
ducers of cotton woven materiala 
claim that [he tariffs now proposed 
for the imported article will mean 
a red union of about 51} per tern 

(c) It would seem that the pmvisiems of 
article a tire intended as an alterna¬ 
tive to limiting the import, on a 
quotn basis, of certain non essential 
commodities, a policy strongly 
favoured by Syria hut which the 
L banon declined to consider I bis 
has been the main stumbling block 
to an earlier agreement being 
reached in the very protracted 
negotiations. 

{«/) The undertaking of the two Govern 
merits to take effective measures to 
suppress the present disparity 
between the two currencies, which 
for some considerable time varied 
be l ween I per cent, and 3 per rent 
In the course of the last few months 
the disparity widened and at one 
time w«* :js riiiid h as 14 per ■‘ent in 
favour of the I-ebone^e pounds but 
within two days of the Agreement 
being signed it narrowed to 4 |>er 
cent. 


4, No reference is made to the percentage 
division of the common interests revenue 
from customs receipts at present 44 per 
rent, for the Lebanon and 56 per rent, for 
Syria—hut it would seem, n* indicated in 
the including paragraph of the present 
Agreement, that this is to 1 h* a matter for 
agreement at a later date, 

a. E am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty s Representative at Beirut, 
the C'ominordal Relations and Exporta 
Department Board of Trade, and to the 
British Middle East Office. Cairo. 

I have, Ac. 

M. G. C MAN. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 9 
Syro Lebun «•» Keanom ir I yreemen.t 
Cl ranslai ion) 

Having regard to the fact that the Syrian 
Government transmitted to the Lebanese 
Government, a memorandum dated &th 
June. (949, containing proposal* for the 
reorganisation on a new lias is of the eco¬ 
nomic relations between the two countries. 

Having regard to the fact that the 
examination of these proposals and the 
formulation of the necessary measures 
would clearly take a long time and would 
necessitate stall sties which do not at the 
moment exist. 

Having regard to (he fact that several 
questions pending between the two 
countries must in the common interest be 
solved without delay. 

The present agreement has been reached 
between his Excellency M. Hnssnn Jabara, 
Minister of Finance and National Economy, 
representing the Syrian Government, and 
his Excellency M. Bhillippe Tacla, Minister 
of National Economy and Minister of 
Finance /wr interim representing the 
1 julmuese Government 

Article 1 

I he decree suspending the application of 
customs duties on wheat, barley and their 
derivatives is cancelled. These items will 
G‘ -nil j.‘. t (n a $0 j MU rout customs duty . 
with the exception of such quantities of 
wheat, barley and flotir as the i-ebaneae 
GuvernmeiU shall import itself or for its 
own account for feeding its own population 
should 

(a) there lie an insufficient harvest, in 
Syria and the Liumon, or 

(Jt\ should there lie inflated prices in the 

two countries. 

4(1685 


19 

The Syrian Government undertaken to 
ensure deb very of wheat, barley and their 
derivatives to the Lebanon free of all 
hindrance or taxes. In view of the wheat 
exports monopoly which the Syrian State 
has reserved to itself acting on it* own 
account or through the offices of a third 
party (by virtue of Legislative Decree 
No 5 dated 30th June, ! 949). the Lebanese 
Government will for it* part prohibit the 
export of wheat outside the frontiers of the 
customs union existing between Syria and 
the Lebanon. 


Article 2 

Normal customs duty will be imposed on 
Egyptian rice except for a quantity of 
2,500 tuns to lie imported by ihe Lebanon 
under contracts concluded between the 
Jainmese Government and certain tt>m- 
merciat firms prior to the date of the 
present agreement. 

Article 3 

The ad valorem duties in yarns, cotton 
materials and artificial silk materials are 
replaced by specific duties on each das* of 
goods on the following basis : — 

i M “5 piastres per kilog. on cotton yarn 
No. 1 12 Duties on other yarns 
will be fixed in proportion to the 
difference in price exist tog between 
the latter and the category men- 
turned above, 

(2) 150 piastres jier kilog, »n ordinary 
doth. Duties on other cotton 
materia 1 * will be fixet 1 in prtn kjH u m 
to die difference in price existing 
between them and ordinary doth. 

(3) IBM piastres per kilog. on artificial 
silk yarn " Fibrmir. ' 

(4) Duties un the various types of arti¬ 
ficial silk cloths will Ijc graduated 
from five to ten pounds per kilog, 

(5) On woven material of the type 

Job additional duties, over and 
above those specified in the previous 
paragraphs, will be imposed pro¬ 
portionately to the difference in 
the price of importation and those 
of ort \ i Ha n tom pa niblp waven 
materials 


Article 4 

Non-spun artificial silk yarn ns well as 
artificial rot inn of the iyj>e 1 Eihranc " 
are exempt from custom? duties, 
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Article 5 

The Supreme Council of Common 
Interests is charged with the study of 
amendments to I* made to the present 
customs tariff in order on the one hand to 
suppress or reduce customs duties imposed 
on raw materials non-existent in the two 
countries and necessary to industry; on the 
other hand to increase the duties on manu- 
factored goods in order to protect the 
Indus!rial prothu-thin of the two countries* 
particularly in the case of the Uisic indus¬ 
tries notably the spinning and wearing 
indust ries, oil. ;-oap, hides, glass and sugar. 

Article ti 

Livestock imported up to the end of 1940 
for internal ton sumption is exempted from 
customs duties. 

Article 7 

The t'LH.P Kail way Line is placed 
under the direc tion of the Supreme Council 
of Common Interest#. The direction will be 
unified; u draft Hill will be submitted to 
bith (Gover nments for ralificatimi to ensure 
that the line m run iri the interests of both 
countries. 

Article y 

The tobacco monopoly remains a common 
interest The Supreme Council of Com 
imm Interests and the permanent Commit 
don of the Directors of Finance of both 
countries will retain the perogatives set 
out in the existing legislation. 

Article 9 

A mixed cuiuitii&sioti will l*e formed of 
the representative * of the Exchange Offices 
of the two countries to study executive 
action relating thereto and to draw up ti 
scheme for unification. This scheme for 
unification will nevertheless respect the 
right of each of the two countries to make 
fra* use of it# own foreign exchange. 
Moreover, exchange control matters will be 
independent in each country. 

Article 10 

Each of the two countries will draw up a 
schedule of taxes at present in force An 
agreement will be concluded for unification 
of taxes in conformity with the terms and 
conditions current in the two countries. 
The tax on sugar will in particular be 
unified both as to the level of the tax and 
to the method of collection. 


Ernii of Lht* two countries reserve the 
right to request the revision of this Ur iff 
after unification every six months. 

Article 1 3 

Each of the two Governments will take 
effective measure# in common to suppress 
the present disparity between the two 
currencies. 

To this raid each Government will 
nominate a senior financial expert to make 
a careful and rapid study of the question 
in collaboration with his colleague in the 
other country. The two expert# will sub¬ 
mit scheme suggesting appropriate 
measures for the solution of the problem. 

Article It* 

The two contracting parties are of the 
opinion that if the eleven preceding article# 
are stu b, in present circumstances, as effec¬ 
tively to protect essential industries, 
hinder the drain of national capital abroad 
and settle the majority of questions out¬ 
standing between the two countries (at a 
time when they appeared to have a most 
urgent character), the present agreement 
will have taken a happy step towards the 
sotting up of a positive basis for the 
regularising of relations between the two 
countries and iheii mutual prosperity. 

The two Governments intend to proceed 
with studies and statistic leading towards 
a final solution anti this in the shortest 
possible time 


Enclosure 2 in No, fi 

Transl&tion from Official Gazette No, 35 
nf 7th J tdy, 11149 

Legislative Decree No. o of MOtii Junk, 
10+9 

E ri t r list in ft lht Ministry of Finance with 
tin pit reha* 1 ' of surphis wheat for t i fmri 
from Syria 

Article 1 

The export of wheat from Syria shall be 
entrusted solely to the Government or it# 
■gents* 

Others may be permitted tu export wheat 
on conditions fixed by a Decision of the 
Minister of National Economy after 
approval of the Council of Ministers, 
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Article 2 

The Ministry of Finance ("Mira” 
Liquidation Committee shall be permitted 
to purchase wheat at current prices for the 
purpose of exporting it from Syria. 

Article 3 

The Ministry of Finance #hal] fix. the 
buying and selling prices t the kind of 
currency to Im? used and the itmditions for 
such transactions, in order to guard 
against a shortage in the country's internal 
m pii reinente. 

Those who buy wheat from the Govern¬ 
ment for the purpose of export shall, in all 
buying transactions, tie exempt from fee 
stamps municipal fees and from income 
and contractors tuxes. 

Article 4 

The "Mira'' Liquidation Committee 
shall undertake buying iind selling opera¬ 
tions in fulfilment of emit hut* approved 
hy the Minister of Finance or other person 
delegated by him for this purpose. 

Article *> 

Funds litdd by the Treasury shall be used 
to finance transactions specified in this 
Leg i si a t i vc 1 )ec ree, If such f rands n re not 
sufficient the Ministry of Finance shall be 
authorised to obtain loans from hanks on 
condition that such loans be refunded from 
the price of wheat . 

Article is 

A special account shall I* opened for 
trailed ions covered in this Legislative 
Decree and the Ministry of Finance 
( Mira Liquidate hi Committee) shall be 
permitted to authorise payment of all the 
necessary expenses of such transaction# 

The balance of ibis special account shall 
be irareferred to the amuim of " Mira, Tl 


which is being liquidated by the 1 Mira 1 
Liquidation Committee. 

Article 7 

The “ Mira regulations in force on 
31*t May. 1H49, shall be applied in carry¬ 
ing mt the transactions specified in the 
preceding art idea—in so far as these 
regulations do not conflict with the pro¬ 
vision* of these article? 

Article S 

Wheat which is exported nr attempted 
to be exported iontrery to the provision# 
of this Legislative Decree shall be con¬ 
sidered as contraband. 

Conimhand wheat -hall l*- lonfise&ted 
and the offender shall pay n fine of 
€ Syr.35—for every kilog. or fraction 
[hereof, in addition to the penalties 
specified in the Customs Regulations, 

The provisions specified in the Law of 
Agricultural Products Tax shall be 
applied in proving cose# of contravention, 
deciding confiscation and tines, agreeing 
to settlement* and in carrying out legal 
proceedings. 

Article ft 

Fuel used h\ the Government or its 
agents in accordance with this Legislative 
Decree, for the transport of wheat shall he 
exempt from Government and municipal 
internal consumption fees 

Article 111 

The Ministry of Finance shall issue 
instructions for the execution of this 
Legislative Decree. 

Article IT 

This legislative Decree shall be pub¬ 
lished and communicated to those respon¬ 
sible for the execution of it* provisions. 


E mm 10344 89 No- 10 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 
TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTER 


Tiirkish-Syrtan Relations 

Mr, fieriii !0 Ur, [Damayrw) 


(No 138 . Secret ) Forriav 

Hi r, LGa Auoiipr. DM9 

In the course of our conversation in 
Strasbourg on 13th August about the situa 
lion in th»- Middle East, the Turkish 
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Foreign Minister said ihat since Field- 
Marshnl Zium had been in power he had 
sent to M <ud*k warm assurances of his 
desire for friendly relations with Turkey, 
lie bad also asked the Turkish Government 
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to send a Military Mission to Damascus, 
and had suggested training courses and 
other facilities for Syrian officers in 
Turkey. 

2 M. Kodak said that he thought it 
would In- unnweasariJy spectacular and 
provocative to the Hashemite States to 
establish n targe Military Mission in 


Damascus Hr had therefore agreed to 
send a Turkish General only and had asked 
him to report »u the desirability of having 
■a Turkish Military Mission in Syria, lie 
was still awaiting this report. 

I am, tix\ 

ERNEST BE Y IN 


E 9Bfftl/1015/89 No. 11 

-COUP D’ETAT '■ IN SYRIA 
Reasons for the Overthrow of the Zaim Regime 

Mr. Man to Mr , Berin 


(No, 452) pamarewt, 

(Tdegraph i e) 15 /h ,4 tt a a ?t , 1949. 

M> telegram No 448, 

The s udder mens and ease with which the 
grisly overthrow of Zaim was accomplished 
I'iune a? u surprise to many of the people, 
although it was not secret that resentment 
had for some time been increasing towards 
him, partitiilarly in the army. It h too 
early to make a clear analysis of the 
embroil meat of the plot which resulted in 
the liquidation of Zaim and RarazL but U 
seems likely that it was not the mult of a 
long-prepared plan being rather the pro¬ 
duct of & quick deristau by Colonel Humawi 
and other officers, tvho chose the moment 
when the arm> was particularly sensitive 
about cerktin actions of Zaun's to strike 
with great speed and determination. 
Colonel Hlunnwi, with a Lieutenant- 
Colonel Kallas and two other [,‘f 1 M groups 
omitted] eight of fit ers (six of them were 
captains) nun prising the Supreme War 
Council had moreover good personal reasons 
for overthrowing Zaim these four officers 
were, I understand, about in lie discharged 
from ihr Army by Zaim, Colonel Hinnawi 
is Ji fat, rather stupid officer who wn> one 
of Zaira's principal lieutenant- in (he coup 
of 30th March, and the only brigade com 
mander who was nnt changed by Zaim after 
the coup. Lieu tenant-Colonel Kallas, a 
Christian Arab with pm-French tendencies 
and described as a good Staff Officer ’with¬ 
out particular initiative, also played a lead¬ 
ing part in Zaim - roup hut had recently 
fallen nut with him. 

2. Whatever the immediate reasons 
which prompted the present roup there h 
an doubt that considerable dissatisfaction 
with Zaire A regime existed among 
(>i) the Army, 

(/>) the politicians 

(r) the merchants and landed classes. 


{lEa'rirrti 1 (irA A 

The greatest danger u> Zaim’s regime has 
nil along lain in the diksaUsfWtkin of the 
Amy, and it was clear thru, apart from 
chance assassination the army was the only 
means of unseating Zaim. I have already 
drawn Attention in paragraph R of the 
political summary for July to growing dis¬ 
content :n tlir army at certain of Zaim's 
actions, arid it was [his situation which his 
opponents were quick to exploit. Printed 
handbills distributed a few hours after also 
explained the causes for Zaim’s downfall 
and execution, and it emphasised that it 
was the discharge from the army without 
any coni|>eitsatitiii of officers and men who 
had fought m the [group undecipherable : .’ 
Pa Ins line] war that had the army demand 
the overthrew- of the regime, It is in fact 
moreover that Zaim wished to run the army 
on cheap lines by instituting a system of 
conscripts to replace that of volunteers, 

:l A noteworthy omission from the 

officio] communiques and from unofficial 

reports I have received about the coup was 

the Minister of Defence, Abdullah Atfe, 

who was recalled bv Zaim from retirement 
¥ 

jin I is a nonentity* His role in this affair 
Is obscure but hi* subsequent re instate- 
meiii in the new Cabinet as Minister of 
Defence shows he succeeded in remaining 
on the right side of the plotters. 

4 A fifth communique which was issued 
on 14th August by the Supreme War 
t’r.mu'i] si rest'd hr iLi-ri. and corruption of 
Zaun ami his onlkaguea, his tyrannical sup¬ 
pression of lilerltes, the squandering of 
national wealth, excessive luxation and. 
significantly enough, his tendency to 
reintroduce the influence of former manda¬ 
tory power. Exaggerated allegations were 
also made that Zaim filled prisons all over 
the country with his political opponent*. 

5 I understand from Colonel Fox that 
Zaim s weakness has been over-confidence 


ini his popularity with the army and his 
belief that he knew all about the plots 
against him. Colonel Fox tells me he had 
warned Zaim on several occasions recently 
of the rumours of impending plots to assas¬ 
sinate him. Zaira. however t told Fox that 
he was aware of them and was not afraid. 
In my lost conversation w ith Zaim on 10th 
August he talked at some length about the 
army and said that he intended to show the 
Nation and the world on 30th .March next 
year a form) liable eloquent ills play of armed 
might in naninetnonition of his roup <i t tat 
and declared that he would do this “ if I 
am sti 11 alive. Za i m l he re ft > re su spec ted 
that plots to assassinate him existed, lull be 

was over confident of the lovaltv of the 

* * 

officers and men under Iris command. He 
relied too much on an army which had not 
yet been properly moulded in any tradition 
of loyalty and whose real or imaginary 
grievance* c-udd still he exploited by others. 
Zaim still 1 1 id not expect that trouble was 
in store for him early on Sunday morning 
for he had not strengthened his guard (a 
number of whom were [groups undecypher- 
able: ? asleep except fur| |j groups unde 
cypher able | and there was only one sentry 
on Muhsin Barazi's house. 


6. One of the main reasons for Zaims 
decline in popularity has moreover been his 
conduct over the Antoun Sander affair (para- 
graph 2 of my political summary for duty) 
f rom which he emerged branded as a traitor 
who had aliended the Arab sense of honour 
hy handing over a man who had taken 
refuge with him. As a result of this con¬ 
duct several senior officers became his 
enemies and public opinion turned against 
him, 

7 Muksin Darazi, too, carried the mark 
of dlidos ou him in the eyes of public opin¬ 
ion because of his alleged betrayal of Sbuari 
Quwatli .it the time of Zaim’s coup d' Eta t 
Rut Muhthri Barazi, who has never enjoyed 
popularity in Syria, was bated by many 
army officers because it was he and not an 
army officer who was given premiership by 
Zaim after Zaira's election, Mutism's 
polity was gradually to isolate Zaim from 
his officers in order to establish his own 
control over Zaim. This dangerous game 
made enemies for both and was one of the 
main reasons why Zaira failed to keep in 
touch with what was going on in the army 
and lost confidence and friendship of many 
senior and junior officers. 


£6969/1015/89 No, 12 

SYRIAN COUP D’ETAT 
Foreign Office Views 

Mr Ht rtn to Sir IK I far cry {Pari?) 


(No. 2228) Foreign Qfie*, 

(IVbgraphicj 17 ^h August. 1940 

Damascus telegram No, 45:1 [of loth 
August . Syria]. 

French Embassy have enquired whether 
we have any special news or comments on 
developments in Syria, They were given 
the gist of Damascus telegram under 
reference. They were also told that these 
developments hud come as a complete sur¬ 
prise tu ns ami that while it was dear that 
Zaira had offended certain elements in 
Syria we had not had any reason to believe 
that any effective opposition to his regime 
existed. As regards, the future we 
intended to see how the new Government 
developed ami we were not yet actively con¬ 
sidering the quasi ton of recognition. It 


appeared that the result of the roup would 
be u return to parliamentary nnd party 
Government though probably not altogether 
to ilie regime which existed before Z a ini's 
coup -since a number of the new I iovemntent 
wciv opposed to the former President. We 
hoped that the new Government would not 
abandon the good elements in Zaun's pro¬ 
gramme particularly in the field of social 
and economic reform. We also naturally 
hoped tlmt they would honour any inter¬ 
national agreements which Zaim had made, 
> g,. the pipeline agreements and the 
monetary agreement w ith the French. 

2 The French Emb&aav were informed 

*• 

that we were not making any comments tit 
the press. 
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E 10944, lUlo, 8® No, 13 

BACKGROUND Of THE ZAIM REGIME IN SYRIA 
Factors Leading up to the + * Coup d Euu " 


Mr. Man to Mr. Attlev. 

(No. 117 \ Damascus, 

Sir, 3rd September, 1949. 

In Mi% Broad mead s despatch Xu, 90 of 
23rd May last t be suggest ion was made that 
the regime which had come into being under 
Hi uni Zaim might foreshadow the emer¬ 
gence into a dominant political position of 
Audi middle-class ideas, and might be the 
long-awaited sign of the eventual dis¬ 
appearance of the hitherto paramount 
families from thmr pollhcul pinnacle? 1 
now have the honour to submit some further 
reflet 1 ii■ ii' on iiif pal tern of the Syrian 
scene and to attempt to put into some per¬ 
spective, in the light of the recri mi nations 
and f resh evidence which have followed bis 
death, the hack ground against which Husni 
Zaim appeared. 

2 Syria emerged from the war and from 
the events of 1945 with n number of new 
problems of Government and with a qtian- 
1 1 ty of df igmatic beliefs. The problems were 
politically those inevitable to any country 
which after centuries of foreign rule 
achieves independence and has no sound 
reserve of lrained officials Upon which to 
fall back. Eiiinomieallv the war left behind 
a measure of inflation ttjje cost-of living 
index "tandi rii: at almut 1'no oimparted with 
19391. large, windfall war profits in the 
hand- of n few chance contractors to the 
British forces, and the tradition of a shel 
tered economic existence in which policy 
decisions had inevitably been taken over the 
heads of the Syrians themselves. Socially* 
large masses of the people had been brought 
into closer contact than ever lief ore with the 
representatives of a more highly indus¬ 
trialised civilisation, whose material advan¬ 
tages they envied whilst not admitting its 
mental or moral superiority The Syrians 
art- essentially individualists with a fine 
conceit of their own worth : they will 
readily grant that they could cimmunte the 
other Arab countries if they put their 
nundfr to it. There is little sense of humour, 
at least among the town dwellers, nor is 
there a tradition of loyalty to a lender or a 
party where each man sees mi reason why 
he should not himself lx j that lender, 

3. After the war three men stood out as 
leaders : Shukri Quwatlv, Saodulluh Jabri 
and Jamil Mardani. alt of them members of 
loading families. SnndulUh Jahri. whn 


[Itevented iH/t September} 

Wits an able but tired man. died in 1947, 
I j a viijg j * re v ions ly ret i red from pol iti*. r- i . 
Aleppo. From then on a struggle for power 
wai ui. l m h i be e wee 1 1 Q n w a i Jy as P res i de at 
and Mardani as Prime Minister: in the 
1947 elec Lions to Parliament Mai dam out- 
maureuvred Quwatlv s supporters; in the 
Presidential elections of ]94b Quw&tJy, 
who had greatly strengthened his position, 
succeeded in rigging his det lion to a second 
term. Both these men were from Damascus. 
The conflict between them led to a stultifica¬ 
tion of Government, since both men over a, 
long period had their eye on the effect that 
measures proposed would have on their own 
popularity, with the result (hat they in¬ 
clined so si course of no action where major 
issues were concerned. It is true tliat there 
was a Parliament; but it contained no 
effective pame*. no effective Government 
find opposition, ami represented no more 
than the upper section of the people. As 
an agent of progressive Government it was 
valueless. Government could only satis¬ 
factorily be achieved by one man. 

4. Shukri Quwatlv throughout his career 
had been a Syrian patriot, so that twenty- 
five years of his life had been spent in oppo¬ 
sition t<i the French mandate and in a 
struggle to achieve Syrian independence. 
In this effort he had been backed by the 
overwhelming majority of the Syrian 
people He thus started with two psycho¬ 
logical disadvantages on coming to power ■ 
an ingrained habit of destructive rather 
than const motive thinking and a feeling 
that it was essential to have a virtually 
unanimous popuhr hacking for his policy 
On only om* point could these desiderata be 
met r the elevation of the idea of Syrian 
independence into mi exaggerated and 
jealous cult from whose rigid dogma no 
deviation was permissible From this. ] 
submit, flowed the known characteristics of 
Syrian foreign policy since the war No 
compromise was possible with France on 
outstanding economic questions; no real 
agreement was possible with Jordan or [ raq 
ils long as they were dominated by the 
* l coloniser ” and iliH not enjoy the same 
freedom as Syria—and as long as the bogey 
of Greater Syria existed it must be u?ed as 
a sacrifice to I he cult: no agreement was ikks 
sihle with Turkey because of her possession 
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of the Hatay ami her supposed designs on 
Aleppo ; no agreement could be reached with 
the t idled Kingdom or the United States 
on way-leaves for oil pipe-lines lest this open 
the door to further r ‘ colonisation/’ Syria's 
mem be i> hip of the Security Council was 
interpreted as proof of the intelligence of 
this policy, and the venal press could I sc 
relied on to keep the theme alive. More¬ 
over, idditiuual support and enthusiasm 
could Ul whipped up by encouraging 
students to demonstrate, although ooc&fiiou- 
olly, as on 30th November, 1047, when the 
American and French legations were 
entered and diplomatic cars burnt, things 
c idd go too far. 

5. As long as internal economic stresses, 
remained in the background or attention 
could be diverted from them to external 
affairs, (he regime passed muster The big 
families and the business-men invested their 
war profits in buildings, in luxury imports 
find in the construction of new factories. 
But tin? Mist of living and with it the cost of 
agricultural products, the basis of Syria's 
ecujinmy. continued to rise Scriaii prices 
for wheat were much higher than world 
prices,. The new textile factories in Aleppo 
and Damascus Ix-gnn to produce more titan 
the fount ry muld absorb. At About this 
time, when war profit had been exhausted 
and the need to export arose acutely. Svrioa 
traditional market in Palestine was closed 
by the tint break of war in tlmt cnniitn 

9. fn common with other A rah countries 
Syria entered upon the war with conceit, 
complacency and intransfgeme. At home 
the war provided a useful red herring Ad 
miration quickly followed bv jealousy of the 
Arab Legiun were initial react Sons. The 
armv\ ii had to he admitted, was not up to 
t’XpeetMiiitis. Els morale was low as a result 
of inefficient leadership and administration, 
inadequate armaments and corruption in 
the Ministry of Defence To remedy this 
state of affairs Husni Zaim was appointed 
r otnmimder in-chief in June 194$, He was 
selected for the f*wt despite I he fact that 
his loyalty to Shukri Quwatlv was doubtful, 
and he made a success of his task 
Although, however, he was able to put :s 
new spirji into the fortes there was little 
he could do to improve the armament sup 
ply; it i- possible that his later obsession 
with arms and the continued efforts he mode 
to obtain them from every source originated 
at this lime In the later months of 1048 
it was tacitly admitted that Israel had won 
Oie first round of the battle. From that 
bioment thnw* In jxiwer found it chronically 


more difficult to maintain the pose of enjoy¬ 
ing public support. Economic questions 
became more and more pressing. There 
were fundamental dike renews on commercial 
policy with the Lebanon, currency diflScal¬ 
lies 3rd tu a shortage of oil supplies and 
the Syrian pound depredated in value for 
lack uf agreement with France on out¬ 
standing financial and compemi&iion issues. 
At the same time it was seen that on the 
iiulitary as on the economic plane the 
cuh of independence and isolation was 
untenable 

7. Jamil Mardom and to a lesser extent 
Shukri Quwatlv were, and rightly, held 
responsible for the plight in which Syria 
found herself. IVrhaps the strongest op- 
position m the regime came from Aleppo, 
which appreciated the commercial dis¬ 
advantages of tsuja( ton and lonsidcred (last 
its imprests were inftuflfciemly weighed by 
;i Governmenf id namaseenes. Demonstra¬ 
tion'; which took place with Papullu Party 
support on 291 h N-wemlier, 194". mid for 
some days following led to the fall of 
Marti am s eabinet. At the same time state¬ 
ments of policy were made }>v the two major 
political groups indicating that they would 
not oppose ro-aperfriion with foreign 
]towers. After a long delay a nun-party 
nibinet took offire which it retained until 
Husni Z.iintA coup d 'Ktat on 3flth Manh, 
Pmgreofive though this (abitiet of K haled 
cl Azm had Iwn, Zaim h act ton in deposing 
Quwatlv was received with general 
enthusiasm A month later a member of 
your Research Department visiting Aleppo 
formed the impression that the bulk of the 
ptHtple in ihe north supported Zaim and 

was told that he was popular with the 
younger generating who were great res¬ 
pecters of power, whereas their elders were 
glad at any rate to he rid of the Quwatlv 
regime with its stigma of corruption. A 
spate of legislation ami reforms begin to 
issue. iunci' of if clearly prepared under 
former Govern men te and pigeon-holed for 
fear of offending powerful interests. 
Agreements were quickly reached with 
France and with British and American oil 
companies inspired partly perhaps by 
economic considerations and partly by 
ZiiimN hope of obtaining arms bv this 
means. In the early morning of 14th 
August Zaim died at the hands of army 
officers who hod (collaborated with him in 
bringing alioul his own coup d'fitut. 

K . After the event many factors can be 
seen which, as reported in my telegram 
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Nii. 45*> of 15th August, contributed to 
Zaim's downfall Aiming them were dia- 
misted ion ill the army about pay. fears 
among the senior army officers of im 
pending dismissal, anxiety over Lite ever 
increasing power of Muhsm Llarazi, 
mourning taxation, renewal of close re- 
bilious with France and Zaim* dictator¬ 
ship over all aspects of the countn s life 
as well ns his alleged personal excesses and 
ex mi vagan ires. w hich were grossly @xag 
gerated by his enemies. The honour of 
Syria was thought to have been disgraced 
ansi a long tradition of confessional 
tolerance broken when Zaira handed on-i 
hri I h nation guesL Antouu So a tie to hi? 
death at the hands of the Lebanese authori¬ 
ties. These explanation*. however, do not 
realU to the root of the problem and ii 
is possible, now that the sombre events >4 
14th August can be judged in n clearer 
light, to suggest a theory which would 
account for the emergence and then disap- 
p ■ar&nce i d iliiKiii Zaun. 

fo. Even at the time of the demonstra¬ 
tions in November IH4' there was reason 
able evidence that the guidiugspirit hehind 
thrin was the Popular Party, whose main 
strength lay in the provincial towns. After 
i he fall of Jamil \ lord sun the President 
invited liashiin Atasri to form a <joverti- 
ment Haahim Bey's condition of accept¬ 
ance was that Shukri Quvratly, while 
remaining President should henceforth nut 
intervene in the government of the country, 
and in particular he diould not attempt to 
secure the appointment of his own nominees 
as ministers When this condition was not 
met I lurid lu Atawd declined to lake offue 
jijm[ returned to Floins This first conscious 
attempt to weaken by coristittitKPttftl means 
the inlittcrne of Shakri Quwath thin- 
came Lo nothing and the Popular Party, 
strengthened in its conviction that 
Quwatlv- policy wan harmful to the 
country", -inight different means of removing 
him The instigators of the renewed 
aitempi were the Atesri family in Horn* 
and the Um, HtumuiUnd Bnrudi families 
in llama llama is the seat of the Syrian 
Milium Academy one of whose instructors 
was a l«l oi her of Lkutemmt Colonel Bafiij 
Kelhis, IfuHui Zuim’s right-hand man 
Through this channel plans were laid for 
the ile|iosit ion of the President by the army. 
It was agreed that a predominantly 
Popular Party cabinet should follow the 
coup d'/•>,’f. and that /aim should in this 
cabinet I* 1 Minister of Defence. After the 


coup dtMot Feidi Atassi, one of [lie Popu¬ 
lar Party leaders, was in a fair way to 
forming his cabinet, but meanwhile the am¬ 
bitions of llusni Zaun grew. Not content 
with the post of Minister of Defence, to the 
consternation of the Popular Party he 
made himself Prime Minister At this 
point Feidi Atassi retired to Hums, The 
new regime could well have lasted had ZaUU 
not then cone cm to the Presidency and 
appointed (apparently under pressure from 
Kgvpt) Muhsiii Tiarazi as his Prime 
M imsicr. BaraAs p-raiual unpopularity 
was eoriridernbie in the country and with 
the Popular 3 > ai tv. iuid his supposed 
treachery to Qmvatly inspired no con¬ 
fidence, -V second roup d'ttu: was aecord- 
itkgiv nr ranged on the model of the first 
and was succeeded by a Government simi¬ 
lar m completion to that which might well 
have taken oftUe in December HI4* or April 

1 ! I til Si lUie Oil L i - in tlJC ! * 11 - 

LOU lit cannot as yet be verified and l would 
not wish to maintain that my surmise 
provides the most imtisfaetory answer; it 
does not, however, conflict with any known 
facts. 

IF E have endeavoured to show above 
how in general terms the brief regime of 
Hnsni Zami can be seen as a logical and 
inevitable step in the development of Syria. 
1 believe that the factors which brought it 
about still operate in the present and that 
the actual Government is aware now. as 
when its members were in opposition to 
Shukri Quwutly, of the need fora realistic 
ic iaomic jwiiry coupled with tbe improve- 
tiieot of relations with Syria's Arab neigh¬ 
bours an i the Western Powers, particu¬ 
larly Great Britain. The Government can¬ 
not but be aware of the dangerous situation 
which arises when too great a concent ration 
of power is in the hands of '>110 man If 
Syria can indeed be effectively and re- 
poosibly governed m a cabinet the derno- 
eraric theory will have made a most im 
port&nt Advance in the Middle East. 

11. [ am sending ropias tif this depatth 
to His .Majesty's Representatives at Wash¬ 
ington, Paris, Cairo, Ankara, Bagdad, 
Amman, Beirut, Jeddn and Tel Aviv, to the 
Head of the British Middle Mass Office, 
Cairo, the United Kingdom Nigh Com¬ 
missioner, Karachi, the United kingdom 
Delegation. New York, and to ft is 
Majesty's Consul-t ienerol at Jerusalem 
1 have, &c 

M C. MAN 
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F: 11501 1018 80 No. 14 

SYRIAN ELECTORAL LAW 

Mr. Man 10 Me. A lN«e, {Itreet red Srp\tembrrf 


(No, 12 l) Duma^cuiiy 

Sir, 10 f A September, 1040, 

W ith .t icicme Li- my telegram No. $06 
of 12th Septcmi ci , l imve the honour to 
transmit to you herewith a copy in trans¬ 
lation of the new Syrian Electoral Law, 
which wns published in (lforint Jonrmii 
No. 46 of 12th September as Legislative 
Decree No. 17 of 10th September, The 
English translation was prepared by the 
1 inn Press 3 >1 re* 1 orate and Las Iicen 
checked against the original Arabic text 
2. in my telegram under reference I drew 
attention 10 the main loftWences between 
the new law and Law No. ~S2o of 21st May. 
1047. which formed the subject of 
Nil 1 , Scrivener's despatch No. 58 of 
17th May, 1047. There arc minor points 
of similarity between the new an J the old 
laws and. ot course, the major principle of 
one degree elect ions is maintained. On 1 he 
other hand ihi*re a re many important 
differences which make the new law a 
hinder-based and more progressive instru¬ 
ment than its predecessor, |i would Im* 
useful, therefore, to analyse the must signifi¬ 
cant changes which occur in the new law ;— 

(«) \ umber of Uv/nttita. —The reduction 
of the number nf Deputies from l:i6 
to Pis i* ha-ed on the principle of 
ohc i )e [iuti for every ^11, i«)l 1 i nh u bi■ 
tents. I oder the oltl law repreiseii- 
tetion was on the basis ui one 
Deputy for every fi.tHHj clcrinrs. 

(6) Right of Sufjitntt trecorded to 

Wotnon .—This is n step forward of 
great significance, not because the 
number ui w -tnen affected will make 
any apprerjahle difference in the 
elections, hut Kvause it establishes 
for the firs 1 time in the Middle East 
a principle freeing women from 
trodiiicjfml Mt>sJeni sc»i;il a m J \mliti 
crtl Ijondage and recognising their 
role in the lift* of the nation, 
AJtliiHigh i \\>- idi-jj is 11 > > 1 n new one 
in recent Syrian political history, it 
never had n chaine of official recog¬ 
nition during the parliamentary 
regimen Of the pre-Zaim period 
hecauw? of orthodox Moslem opposi - 
tiun A3rm>fll immediately the late 
Marshal Zaire come 10 powder he 
imnomnvd (hat women would tie 


g. itn Lhe 1 ight ii^ vote, and iudi waa 
nis intent ion under the electoral law 
which was iieiiig drafted at the time 
of his death, U is to the credit 
■ ■3 the A hi-si Cbwerument that they 
haw new taken dd* importiyit .step 
ru spile of considerable opposition, 
Uritirisut of their action has been 
keen, hut, generally speaking, the 
country appears to bavt luveplod 
Lhis deiiartuiv from orthodox Mos¬ 
lem practice with little ilbgraoe. 
Women of nm, se, ioutinue to lie 
denied the right ■ f standing for elec¬ 
tion as Deputies; sirietfr qualifica¬ 
tions than for mule elef.lurs are also 
demanded of them see (cj below). 
fc*i i^Turfi fictitious of hlcctt >c.y,—The 
qualifying age for ail elector ss lb 
as compured with 2(1 under : he old 
law. No literary cm educational 
qualifications are demanded of elec¬ 
tors. cm women must hold at least 
an elementary school certificate. The 
i- ’ ering of the age of electors will 
enc de students to ploy a wider part 
itj the electrons, and 3 his develop 
merit iss enuring anxiety in oonserva 
live political circles. 

(rf) Q.wiiifieiitton$ of < n ■ <d/</« 1 1 s.—I 1 1ie 
new law midmmns the same quali¬ 
fications for candidates as its pre¬ 
decessor, with the important iltffer- 
eutr that under the new law a 
candidate must either U- a graduate 
of the fifth element a rv class or hold 
an elementary school wrrifieate; 
unde3 the old law candidates were 
only required to know how to read 
und write A fai r 11 tun 1 wr <>f former 
Deputies, partictilnrly from tribal 
districts, will find this new require¬ 
ment ililficiiEt to fulfil, And it has 
caused some grumbling. On the 
other hand the provision of the 
necessary school certificate should 
not l«> tayond the ingenuity of those 
who do not nt present hold om 
fff) .Von I to$ietn R*-preset*tution in Mar- 
Utmh nt. -The old law provided for 
denmni national re presents lion and 
a number of seats were allotted to 
different Moslem and Christian srete, 

1 'nder the nenv lavv these distinctions 
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are abolished and representation is 
divided between Moslems and non- 
Musleius. This article of the law 
has provoked considerable criticism 
from tiie adherents of the large n um¬ 
bel of religions sects existing in this 
country who see their earlier privi 
lege of a voic e in publ ir affairs with¬ 
drawn. 

f/} /> ihti 1 R* it i • - * it fti t ■ on The ne w law 

reduces the number of tribal Depu 
ties from ten to six. A further 
change from the old law h that 
tribal I lepvitie- will now be chosen 
by an Advtsorv Tribal Council, 
which the new law specifically estab¬ 
lishes for this purpose. As reported 
in paragraph 4 of my lelcg ram 
S’n 4H of 27th August, the tribes 
were anxious lest they should fie 
denied any representation at alb As 
a result frequent deputations of 
tribal leaders haunted the offices 
of the Prime Minister and his 
to] leagues, fin ally persuading them 
in grant representation to the tribes 
on the basts of six Deputies. Tribal 
opinion is still not satisfied with this 
number, but the complete denial of 
any represents Linn, which I under 
stand was mooted hy the more 
Socialist-minded members of the 
Cabinet like Michel Aflaq ami 
A k rani Hnurani has fnrtunately 
averted a potentinjlv dangerous 
situation. The explanatory state¬ 
ment issued by the Government to 
justify the new law slates that the 
number of tribal Deputies fixed by 
the law is in propirfion to the actual 
number of nomadic tribesmen in 
Syria It is likely, however, that the 
number of these nomads is greater 
than the figure on which the G ncrn 
meat have based the proportion of 
tribal representation in the Cham¬ 
ber. The number of tribal seats 
allocated under the new law repre¬ 
sents the six Mohafarats comprising 
the main tribal districts. 

Sptrifi? Validation TribmtnL — 
Article 53 of the new law set* op a 
special court to rule on cases; ip. 
voicing the vrdiditv of election*, 
f 'ndcr the old lew the Chamber of 
Deputies was the sole arbiter of such 
cit-ses The composition of the new 
court which includes members of the 
Judiciary as well as of the Chamber 
is intended to make for greater 


objectivity hi the decisions taken !■> 
the court. 

3, In their explanatory statement regard¬ 
ing the new law the Government state that 
the old census (taken in 1922 and kept up 
in ilate by improvised HUtistical juggling) 
will lie used as a basis for establishing 
electoral list-, as the result,- of the 1947 
census have not yet been prepared The old 
census was need also for the last elect urns 
held in July 1D47 

4, l am sending copies of this despatch 
without the enclosure to His Majesty a 
Itep resent at Ives ni Alexandria. Bagdad, 
Beirut, Amman, Jed da, Tel Aviv and to the 
head of the British Middle Last Office at 
Cairo. 

I have, iAu, 

M, C. MAX. 


Enclosure In No. 14 
General Ki.ectural Lvw 

t WAITER I.- LllllT , ATipx OF Xt'MEEH OF 
1 )eplties 

.! r tide 1 

lutch centre of a Muhofazat together 
with the Muhins and villages attached 
the rein, as well as each Qadu shall be con¬ 
sidered a constituency, 

.1 rticlr 2 

I '.Li'h . ■ itL-tihietuy shall elei t a depun for 
every 30JMH) Syrian inhabitants or fur a 
fraction exceeding half this jiumbei 

In the ease of a constituency wlmse pop¬ 
ulation Ls Jess than 30,000 inhabitants and 
is not less than half this number it shall 
elect only one deputy. 

I lie Qadn whose pipiilalion is less than 
]^.IHDO inhabitants shall be attached to the 
nearest Qiuia of the Muhufazut oi to the 
venire of the Muhafam itself. The con- 
stituemy shall in this ease lie composed of 
the total populuiion, 

I rticle 3 

Non Moslems shall be allotted a number 
of parliamentary -ears to he fixed pro¬ 
portionately to their number in each con- 
stiliiency in accordance with the regulations 
of the previous Article. 

.1 rtiri* 4 

Bedouin trills shall he represented Lti 
the Chamber of Deputies by dx deputies 
to be elected by the Advisory Tribal Council 
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from its own members who van read and 
write. 

Ariktr J 

J’he date of the parliamentary elections 
shall be fixed by a decree in accordance witii 
the recommendation of the Minister of 
Interior and after approval by tiie Council 
of Ministers* and shall be announced at 
lea t one month prior to the date of the 
election*. 

A ftic/e 6 

A i least twenty day* prior to the hid ding 
of the elections, a decree shall be issued in 
accordance with the recommendation of the 
Minister of Interior ami after approval hy 
the Council of Ministers, fixing the number 
of deputies of the electoral constituencies 
lit mrorcLftnce with [he regulations of 
Article* 2 and 3 of this Law. and the decree 
shit11 lti* effective i"r the period of life of 
the G haute r* 

l haptefe 11.—Electors 

Section 1 .—Qualifications of Klcctoi's— 

d elicit 7 

Kuch Syrian male unit female who ha* 
temple ted eighteen years of age on 1st 
January. 1949. in the year in which the 
election* are held, shall have the right to 
be an elector in the electoral tejHtilimncy 
in whose census registers his or her name 
is registered provided that he or she enjoys 
his nr her civil and political rights and is 
not deprived of Ids or her electoral 
quail Scat ione. 

In addition to the aforesaid conditions 
each woman exercising her right of suffrage 
must lie in possession of at least the elemen¬ 
tary school certificate. Special [Milling 
centres shall he set up for women. 

-4 rticlf S 

The right of suffrage shall In- denied to 
all those who have Ijcen deprived of exercis¬ 
ing U in accordance with Articles 63 and 6ft 
of the Penal Code. 

A r iieh ft 

The right nf suffrage shall he denied to: 

{«} Those who are suffering from dis¬ 
ability, for the period of disability. 

[b) Those who are suffering from mental 
diseases, for the duration of their 
diseases 

(r) Those who have been convicted in 
accordance with Article 65 of the 
Penal Law 


Article 10 

The right of suffrage shall be denied to 
officers, nou-uunmissLOiitl offi. and 
pnvates ©t the army, gendarmerie, police 
and secuiity forces as well as all persons 
attached a it jy organisation of a military 
nature whatever their rank. 


Sc awn 2 .—Electoral Litis 
Article 11 

In the first half of tiie month of January 
of each year the Census Donunissinu shall 
prepare an electoral list for each enn- 
slituencv comprising the names of the 
electors of that constituency. 

.4 rlicit 12 

Ihis Gonunittee shall I ic composed of : — 

(a) The Free) dent of the Muutc ipality or 
any one acting on his behalf as 
J ’resident. 

(b) The official in charge of Personal 
Status., or the census clerk. 

(fj A member to be* delegated by the 
Municipal Council, 

(</) A member to be delegated by the 
Council of the Qada. 

Article IS 

In preparing the above lists the Com¬ 
mittee dial! rely on I be census registers. It 
may seek the assistance of Mudirs of 
Nubias, the councils of Mukht&rs and any 
other persons whose assistance it may deem 
useful, 

A rticU 14 

l he Committee shall draw up a complete 
list of the elector? of the constituency before 
loth January containing the names, sur¬ 
names and places of residence of the 
electors 

.! rfiett 15 

The names of those to whom Articles 7, 
6 and 9 are applicable shall not be inserted 
in these lists. 

. I riich 16 

These lists shall he submitted to the 
M tdiafe/ or Quoimmsqam who wii] under¬ 
take to unuouute them in puliiic plares, i.c., 
t Government centres, [daces of worship, 
public square*, centres of Sabias and 
village*. These lists shall be published 
Itefore 15th January, 
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A r title 17 

I'm ti Syrian who# name does not appear 
un the electoral list for no justifiable rea¬ 
son. or in whose ease there is an error in 
tonliexion with the details of hb census 
register, shall have the right to ask for the 
registration of his name or the correction 
of the aforesaid details. He shall also 
have the right to object to ihc registration 
of those persons who are not entitled to the 
right of iullage. 

.f rtk'h 1 x 

All iihjections shall lie lodged up to the 
end of January to the Committee for 
Reconsi dr ration. 

In the centre of the Muhafazat (Jib Com¬ 
mittee shall l>e composed of 
The M uhiiBtz : President 
The Public Prosecutor; Member 
The Head of the Finance Department: 
Member 

In the gentry of the Qada it shall tie com¬ 
posed of :— 

The Quiuuuaqam: President 
Justice of the Peace; Member 
Director of Finance: Member 

Article 19 

This Committee shall make derisions on 
the objections submitted to it within a 
period of live days from the date of the sub¬ 
mission of the objection These decisions 
are Liable to appeal before the Court of 
First Instance of the district within a 
period of three days from the date of 
notification. The aforesaid court shall 
make m lKh isiou in ibis roimexion within a 
period of five days Its decision shall i»e 
final and not subject to any fees. 

Article 30 

fhe Co mi nut tec for Reconsideration shall 
draw up final lists of the total number of 
elections in the constituency and shall 
publish these lists m accordance with 
Article \*> of this Law 

A flicit 21 

Kuril Syrian whose name dres not appear 
on the electoral list shall have the right to 
aak the Justin of the Peace to register hi» 
name m the list following the lapse of five 
days from the date of the announcement of 
the election.*!. 

The Jnotice of thr Peace shall immedi¬ 
ately and finally decide within a period not 
exceeding five days to insert the name of 


the applicant in the electoral list after 
ascertaining that the aforesaid applicant 
complies with the conditions referred to in 
Article 7 and that the restrictions referred 
to in Articles 8, 9 and 10 of this Law do 
not apply* 

All applications and decisions shall be 
exempt from fees arid stamps. 

Chapter 111 Candidature 
Section I — (Jiudiftoifion* af t 'undidah s 

Article 22 

Kaeh candidate must lie— 

pi) A Syrian national for at bast ten 
years. 

(b) A male elector registered in the elec¬ 
toral lists. 

(e) Of not less than thirty years of age 
on 1st January of the year in which 
the elections are held 

(rf) A graduate of the fifth elementary 
class or in possession of at least the 
elementary school certificate or tea 
equivalent 

p ) A candidate in one o£ the con¬ 
stituencies. No person shall be 
allowed to stand as a candidate in 
more than one constituency. 

A riieU 23 

Qllicials who are specified in the Basic 
Law of Civil Servants and who receive their 
salaries from the Treasury of the State or 
from public funds attached to the Treasury 
shall not have the right to stand as candi¬ 
dates in the constituency m which they 
happen to undertake their official duties 
except after the lapse of three months from 
the date on which they relinquish their poet. 
If an official, who is a candidate in a con¬ 
stituency other than that in which he ever 
L-isen the duties of his post, wins ihe 
elections, he must give up his |w*t and 
appoint a substitute pending a decision 
regarding the validity of his election. 

1m case his election is valid he shall* 
within a period of five days, choose either 
to remain in his post or become a Deputy, 
If he chooses to bsotne a Deputy the dnl it. 1 * 
of his post shall terminate. Otherwise ho 
shall revert tu his post. 

Artlcti 24 

TI to seereturn's - ge i io ml. d i reclorsgenerah 
presidents* advisers, rnum tiers and public 
prosecutors of the Court of Cassation, 
Council of State and Divan uf Account* 
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and the presidents of municipalities in the 
Hildas and the Muhaf&zats dial! not have 
tie right to stand as candidates unless they 
resign from their posts three months prior 
to the date of the issue of the decree fixing 
the date oi the elections. 

A ft tele 25 

ft shall not he permitted to combine par¬ 
liamentary representation and public posts, 
the salaries of which are paid from the 
Treasury or the in uuici parties except in 
the cast* of members of the academic staff of 
the Syrian University whn do not exercise 
any administrative duties therein 

A rticte 2ft 

A Iteputy who accepts a post on the estab¬ 
lishment of the State shall he considered 
as having resigned from the Chamber. A 
Deputy, however, ran he temporarily dele¬ 
gated for n political mission abroad not 
included in the establishment of the State 
for a period not exceeding six months and 
not renewable. 

Section. 2.—Procedure of Candida* un 
.4 rt tele 27 

Any person standing as a candidate must 
present a written application to the Mubafi? 
or Qoimmaqam against a temporary receipt 
within a period of five days from the date 
of the issue of the decree fixing the number 
of Deputies* 

The Muhafiz nr ynuimmuqani shall 
ensure that the application complies with 
Idle conditions of candidatures referred to 
in article 22 and shall later give the candi¬ 
date a final receipt, within a period not 
exceeding five days after the submission of 
the application stating the date and hour 
of the submission of this application 

If the Muhafi? ii- LiiiJiinmiiicjani refuses 
to gmnt a receipt within the aforesaid 
period the applicant for candidature shall 
have the right to submit an objection in the 
form nf a simple petition, not subject to 
fees. i<t the highest court in the centre of 
the Mubafazat nr Qadn or to the Lourt of 
Appeal in the Capital. The mnrt to which 
the objection is siibrnitted shall make a final 
decision within a period of five days. 

A rtirh- 2ft 

Each elector shall Iiavp the right to object 
hi the validity of any candidature. Objec¬ 
tions to the acceptance of candidates shall 
tne submitted only to the Validation 
Tribunal referred to in article 53 nf this 


law This tribunal shall alone have the 
right to make a final decision in this 
connexion. 

Section —Electoral Pahtirution* 
ArtieU 29 

A candidate who ho.*’ received the receipt 
acknowledging his application for candi¬ 
dature shall have the right to distribute 
circular* announcing his candidature and 
stating 1 1 is programme aims and everything 
relating in his programme provided that 
such cm Marts bear his signature and that 
three copies are submitted to the Muhafiz 
a Q&immnqain 

Parties and organisations shall have the 
right to distribute such announcements 
provided that they hic signed by their legal 
representatives 

I rt id* 30 

Placards and all writings, portraits and 
drawings of whatever kind, designed to 
make publicity for n candidate shall not be 
allowed to he posted on the walls of public 
or private buildings. All contraventions 
shall be liable to the penalty referred loin 
article 737 of the Lena! Law, 

, 4 did* 31 

Electoral publications shall lie exempt 
fmu i stump fees. 

Chapter IV.— Procedure for Elections 
A r*id* 32 

Deputies shall lie elected freelv by secret 
ballot, 

A did* 33 

The quarters of cities, provincial towns 
and the Naluas of the Qaidoa shall he con¬ 
sidered as polling rent res provided that the 
number of the electors in each centre does 
not exreed I If the number of the elec¬ 
torate of one of these centre* exceeds the 
nforesaid number the centre will lie divided 
into sub-rentrea the number of each being 
not less than 500 If the number of the 
electorate of a village nr more than one vil¬ 
lage is less than 500 and the distance 
between these villages and the nearest 
pilling centres is more than 50 kilcm the 
Minister■ of Interior shall have the right to 
establish a separate polling rent re 

Polling centres shall be fixed and ihc lists 
of the names of the electorate of each centre 
shall l*e published at least fifteen days prior 
to the day of the elections hv a decision to 
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be issued by iht Muhafiz in the ease of the 
centres of the Muhufiuat. and by the Quim- 
[mujjini in the case of the centres of the 
Qados and Xuhias, 

raadidates shall have the right to submit 
nbjeukm* agamst the decisions of the 
Muhatb in this connexion to the Minister 
of Interior. 

in cat® the objections are submitted 
against the decisions of the Quaimmaqam 
they shall he referred to the Muhnfiz. 

If the t^idas have no Nahias the villages 
shall be divided int<i [milling centres in 
accord afire with the numbei of electors 
specified a hive 

Article 114 

Polling centres in the centres of the 
Muiiafazats, Qarlas and Xahiu* shall be 
super* ised by a committee composed of three 
members, one of whom shall be the Mukhtar. 
T he Muhnfiz or (^nimmaqain shall nominate 
the president and the other member of the 
committee from the Municipal Council, the 
t 'onm.‘i l if the Qada or officials, Magis- 
t rates and their assistants and ed neat ion 
officials shad be given preference 

fhe members of the I'ommittee of Super- 
vt-ion shall take an oath In*fore the Justice 
of the Peace that they will undertake their 
duties with integrity, loyalty and tvimplete 
impartiality. 

If one of the member* of the committee 
is absent the president shall replace him 
from the electors preset]! If Jill the mem 
hers of tie* committee ore absent the 
Muhnfiz or Quammaq&m shall immediately 
seE tip n new committese whose members shall 
take the oath k*fore the highest ad minis tro¬ 
th ■ nfth iat in the area in which the polling 
takes place 

A rfiefe 85 

The president or any other mender of the 
committee shall not be related closer to any 
of the candidate* of the oonstituenev i ban 
the fourth degree of consanguinity 

.1 mrU- JWJ 

The [i] -blent of the committee shall 
undertake to preserve order I aside the 
polling fviitre he shall have the right to 
exercise the authority of an officer of the 
law He shall also have the right to seek 
ifir [o-of*Tutii>ii of security forces if neces¬ 
sary The Muhafb or theQuimmaqarn shall 
Have the right to supervise the procedure 
of the elections. 


A rt tele ;i7 

Each candidate or his representative 
shall by a written authorisation from the 
Muhnfiz or Quaimmaqani, have the tight 
to attend and supervise the procedure of 
voting and the counting "f votes. Soother 
persons shslI have the right to exercise this 
privilege. 

A r tie It? 38 

Polling shall begin at 7 o'clock in the 
morning hu<E shall continue until 7 o’clock 
in the evening if there are no molt* electors. 
If there are mure electors polling will con¬ 
tinue after the aforesaid time nut it the 
electors cease to visit the pilling centres, 
provided that polling shall on no account 
continue after 10 o’clock in the evening, 

.1 r licit’ 

The quorum of votes shall 1 m* considered 
complete if the total number of voters in 
all pilling centres of the > onstitueney 
reaches 60 per rent. Otherwise the ballot- 
boxes shall Im* sealed with the seal of the 
Committee of Supervision and the repre¬ 
sentative:!* of the candidates, and shall 3 m* 
guarded by security personnel and the 
representatives of the candidates. On the 
next day the seals shall l*e lifted at 
7 {/elnck m the morning in the presence uf 
the committee and the representatives of 
the candidates, and pulling shall be resumed 
until 4 o clock it] tlje aftenioon regardless 
of the number of those who have actually 
token part in the voting. 

A rtirle 40 

Each elector shall attend in person at the 
lulling centre where hi* or her name is 
registered. The president of the commit¬ 
tee shall examine hi* or lier identity card 
and shall make sure whether or not hi* or 
her mime is on the list. After the endorse 
went of his or her card the voter shall Ike 
handed a white paper sealed by the seal of 
the Muh&fazat or the Qaimmaqniiiut The 
voter shall write m his or her own hand 
writing on this papfr the name* of those 
whom he nr she wishes to elect. If the 
voter k illiterate he may choose one of the 
i lie miters of the rontmiftec or the rep rest' n 
bn i yes of the t ami id ales, who will on bis 
behalf write down under the supervision 
of the committee the names of the candi¬ 
date* whom he wishes to elect. He glial I, 
however, place the paper in the bullolrbox 
with his own hand and lhe president of the 
committee shall then mark ids name on the 
List 


3A 


Notwithstanding the regulations of the 
previous paragraph officials residing out 
side their constituencies shall have the 
right to vote in the centres in which they 
undertake thu duties of their peats. The 
member* of the committee shall also have 
the i ight to vote in the centres to which they 
have been delegated. In kith cases the 
names of these voters shall be added to the 
electoral list of the centre in accordance 
with the procedure referred to in the pre¬ 
vious paragraph. 

A rtuU 41 

bach ballot-sheet shall contain on one of 
its twn pages the names of the candidates 
written in the order they appear in the 
receipts referred to in article 27 of (his 

law. 

A r ( hie 42 

The elections shall lake place on the 
ba*i* of the list. Electors shall elect n 
number of candidates equivalent to the 
number of par!iamentary seals allotted to 
the constituency in accordance with lhe 
distribution specified in the decree referred 
to in article U of this law. 

A rfich 43 

Following the completion of the voting 
the committee shall proceed to count the 
ballot papers openly without reading their 
contents. J i their number is found to be 
5 per cent more or less than the number of 
those who have actually participated in the 
voting [he election in the (lolling i entre con- 
rerned shall k? considered invalid and shall 
W resumed on the next day. 

If the surplus is less than 5 per cent n 
IUimher of halh.it paper* shall he destroyed 
c'qual to the surplus without reading their 
Contents 

I f l he number of ballot, papers fails short 
<‘f the total nuruber of the voters whose 
names have lieen marked m Lhe lisi by less 
than 5 per rent, the JHTereme shall not \x* 
taken into umsideral inn. 

Articlr 44 

Blank ballot paper* and those which are 
absolutely illegible or do not bear the seal 
of the commute** shall be considered a* void, 
and shall not la* itu hided in the calculation 
bf the total number hut will Fl* attached to 
the final report. If the list contains a 
tiimikzr of Deputies fn excess of those lived 
bv shr decree regarding the nntuber of the 


Deputies. the surplus shall lie eliminated 
from Lhe bottom of the list m p report ion to 
each category of t he Deputies ol the con¬ 
stituency. hut the remainder of the names 
shall be counted. 

if the list contains a number of* Deputies 
less than those whose election is required, 
the Deputies figuring on the list shall be 
counted. 

If the lists include the name of a person 
who is not a candidate hi* mime shall l>8 
deleted. If lhe lists include the name of a 
candidate more than once Ins name shall be 
considered only once. In both cases the 
lists shall lie considered as valid. 

If the name of one of the candidates is 
not dearly legible in the ballot papers but 
there exist satisfactory indications which 
identify his name without any ambiguity-, 
the papers shall be considered as valid. 

I rtirh- 45 

The Committee of Supervision shall 
decide all objections referred to it in con¬ 
nexion with the procedure of voting, 

lhe decision* of the commit tecs shall be 
liable in objections before the central com¬ 
mit ice of the const!tuency, which shall mike 
a final decision in the matter Such abjec¬ 
tions shall not delay the course of elections. 

If the central coitunittee decides that the 
polling in one of the centres is invalid 
because it conflicts with the regulat.h>ns of 
ibis law* iho Minister of Interku slntll 
isstH" ;i det'ision lo this effect fixing the date 
for i hr repetition of the election in that 
centre. 

Art Alt A*i 

The girting out uf ballot papers *hn]| 
p 1 * 0 * ml without interruption nt the polling 
oentre and the results shall be publicly 
announced. The ConmuUees of Sii|>t'r- 
vts.ii >11 shall next draw up n r i f[>r>rt *peo- 
fying the names of the candidate and the 
mimber r>f vntes each of them has obtained 
a* well as the decisions and measure* 
adopted by the committees during the pro¬ 
cedure of voting. The repirt* shall be 
immediately submitted to the central cuni- 
mittee of the constituency. 

Article 47 

This ^ on mi t tee shall hv ciirnposed m the 
Muhafaza of— 

The Mu ha fez : President 
The Public Pmaecutor: Member 
Two judges: Member*. 

o 
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In the Qada the committee shall i>e 
composed of;— 

T he Qm eh i n aqani : Presi dent 

■J u*tiee of the Peace: Member. 

A member of the Munii.ipal Council : 

Member. 

A rtieU 4S 

[ he committee shah meet directly after 
receiving the reports front the polling 
ifnlrets It shall proem! to draw up the 
results in Aw presence of the candidate* or 
their representatives and shall prepare a 
comprehensive report, declare the final 
results ami submit a copy of the report to 
the Minister of Interior. 

A r iirle 40 

The candidates shall lie classified in ac¬ 
cordance with the number of valid votes 
registered in their favour. He shall be 
considered a winner who has more voles in 
his favour th;oi the others provided that 
the number of these votes is not less than 
40 per cent- of the number of valid votes 
east. 

If one or more seats remains vacant 
elections shah k held one week after the 
publication of the results and the candi¬ 
dates who have obtained mure than Iff pci 
cent of the total number «f valid votes in 
their favour shall be once more elected. In 
this case lie who obtains more valid voles 
than others shall k considered the winner; 

, t rt ich 50 

It two candidates or more obtain an 
equal number of votes one of them shall be 
elected In drawing lots 

A ft irk 51 

All candidates skill! automatically be 
v nsidered us deputies if their number does 
mu exceed the number of deputies allotted 
lot la constituency. In 1 hi* ease no voting' 
shall lake place. 

Art id* 52 

The fin id results of the elections shall 1 st 
aiin-iwmi‘il by decree as they appear in the 
reports ii-i later than the third day after 
the date of receipt of the copies of the 
reports by the Minister of Interior 

.1 rticit 53 

fhe validity id parliamentary elections 
shall k* decided by a special tribunal to be 
*et up under the presidency of the Chief 


Magistrate of the Court of Cassation or 
any one delegated to set oil his behalf. 
It shall be composed of four members 
selected from judges who come next to the 
Chief Magistrate in rank and of three 
deputies to be elected by the Chamber by 
set:ret ballot from those members again*! 
the validity of whose election no objection 
ha* been submitted. 

.4 rticls f>4 

The President of the Chamber of Depu¬ 
ties shall summon this tribunal directly 
after the election of its parli ament ary 
members. It shall decide cases of valida¬ 
tion within a period not exececdirig three 
mouths from the date on which the valida¬ 
tion cases a ix* sub mi Lied to it. 

This tribunal shall have prerogatives 
which the nature of its work necessitates, 
and its judgment shall be final, 

t ’u after V.—'Crimes committed mmiNO 

K LECTIONS 

A rtwie 55 

The regulation* of Articles 310 to 324of 
the Penal Code shall lie applicable to the 
crimes committed in connexion with the 
elections. 

A rf.ifle 5b 

Any person who has been asked to parti 
cipatein any body or mil rusted with certain 
duties refilling to the operations of the 
elections and who dec lines for no justifiable 
reason or who refuses to assume duties 
• -:i: Misled i 1 him drill i m A.;Im>. (0 the 
pniahv referred to in Article 750 of the 
I Vital l ’ode. 


i 1 1after VI —Temporary anu ITnal 
Provusioks 

, | rttrlf 57 

Contrary to the regulations of Article 
24 of this Law candidature shall be ac¬ 
cepted in the case of the Presidents, 
members and public prosecutors of the 
Court of Causation, Council of State and 
Divans of Accounts, who are denied the 
l ight to apply for candidature by virtue of 
lilt- terms of this Law, provided that they 
relinquish their posts within a period of 
One week from the date of the publication 
of this Law. This exception to the terms 
of Article 24 shall be* applicable only to the 
lirsi parliamentary elections after the 
publication of I his Law. 


Article 58 

The present electoral lists shall be 
amended in accordance with the provision* 
of this Law, 


A rt tele 59 

The Minister of Interior shall issue the 
instruct ions and decisions relative to the 
execution of this Law. 


A tiiri* fib 

All previous regulations inconsistent 
with the provisions of this Law, particu¬ 
larly Lnw Nu 325 dated May 21 at. 1947, 
together with its amendments, shall be 
cancelled, 

.4 rtieh fil 

This Law shall be published and notified 
to the executive authorities ttmeented. 
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SYRIAN PRESS LAW 

Mr. Hrmdmnui 16 Mr. Ifeein. {Rwireu \unmber) 


(No. H m 2) Datum**, 

Sir, 22nd November, 104®, 

In my despatch No, 45 of 18th April 1 
retried that by a decree issued by the late 
Mat dial Zaiiis the size of the Syrian press 
had been drastically limited. Though the 
procedure waa arbitrary, the effect was 
beneficial. I now have the honour to inform 
you that by Legislative Decree No. 53 dated 
8th OrtoU-f the present Goverriniuiu, which 
was formed immediately aster the a-^sa-ssi- 
natioti of Marshal Zaini, has made an 
attempt to regularise the position of the 
Syrian press and to define both its right* 
and its responsibilities 

2, This decree contain* a new I're** Law 
of eighty articles In order to give suffi- 
deni time for it* provisions to In- studied 
and acted upon, ii doe* not become effective 
until 13th l Jeoember 1949, Because many 
of the existing newspapers will find it 
almost impossible to fulfil some of its pro¬ 
visions and because of the general uncer¬ 
tainty of Syrian politics to day. it is 
possible that the law may never become 
effective in its present form This despatch 
should, therefore* be regarded as an interim 
report. 

3. The new Press Law has been attacked 
by various newspapers, with some justifica¬ 
tion. a* king restrictive and bureaucratic. 
It gi ves the impression nf having been 
drawn up by a committee whose members 
had made a pain* taking study of the state 
of the Syrian press, hut who had never 
themselves practised journalism as a pro¬ 
fession It lays down in great detail the 
conditions which must he fulfilled before a 


publication uf anv kind can be authorised 
to appear and ii specifies at some length 
the fiersouai qualification* which must be 
posseted by the owners and editors of 
newspaper*. Wherever the law contains 
prohibitions of any kind they are accom¬ 
panied h\ specification of the fine to be m 
jx>*i_lI fui contravention l would think it 
doubtful whether all the requirements of 
go detailed a taw will, in fact. be found to 
be enforceable. 

1 On the other hand tin* author* uf the 
law hare had, in genera!. praiseworthy 
objectives. Its provision*, will make it more 
difficult than in the pa*t for newspapers to 
make money by black mail or to print 
slanderous attacks on individuals without 
fear of punishment. An important pro¬ 
vision. which ha* been widely w&komed, 
gives the right to private persons, i-lhcials 
ami public institutions to publish refuta¬ 
tions of erroneous statement* in the very 
column and page in winch these were made. 
Moreover, it will in future k* illegal to pub¬ 
lish del nils of criminal proceeding* and 
investigations before they are revealed an 
open court, and court* may use their dis¬ 
cretion to forbid publicity in certain tares. 
Finally, the fa t (bat the law acknowledges 
international laws of copy right is worth 
tinting, since Syrian journalists have in the 
pa*i claimed that previous undertakings 
were not binding since they had been signed 
by a mandatory Power 

5. On the day that the Pres* Law was 
published nil censorship of outgoing press 
telegram* and of local newspaper articles 
wo* lifted, although the Government still 















maintains, and exercises, tine right to ban 
the entry of foreign newspapers which eon 
tain rnalorial considered harmful to politi¬ 
cal ^lability On palter, therefore, Syria is 
now the only Arab country in which there 
is no press censorship and in general the 
civil authorities seem to tie honouring this 
concession in good faith. On the night of 
the attempted assassination of Colonel 


Stirling u lian was imposed upon outgoing 
telegrams, but this was lifted after a few 
hours. The military authorities, however, 
have on two recent occasions interrogated 
journalists who were rash enough to accuse 
the army of continued intervention in 
internal politics, 

1 have, &C 

l 1 . M. BHOADMKAD 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

E limit 1012 89 X' 0 - 1 # 

LEADING PERSONALITIES IN SYRIA 

Mr. Man to Mr. A ttlee. {Rvceitrd 'MMh September) 


(Nit. 124, Set reL) Damascus, 

Sir, 52mi September HJ4S. 

Willi reference to Mr. Broadmead’s 
despatch No, StJ of SOth June, 1B48. i have 
the honour to transmit to you herewith my 
revised report on the leading person alitietj 
in Sym. 

1 have, &c. 

M C, G. MAN; 


Enclosure 

Pmoulitb in S>ri*. 1941* 

1. Abbas, Munir. 

2. Aboucbar* Suleyman Sylvaio. 

3. Aflaq. Michel 

4. Ahmed, Mohamet Sucliman a I. 

5. Aid), Abdul Kerim. 

6. Ajloni. Munir. 

7. Aktw. Michd. 

Si. Alexandras til. Taliban. 

9 P Aniaki, Maiin. 

10, Aphiam 1. Mar Iguana*, 

11. Amianazi, Najifo, 

12 Ar>l*a. Amir Adel, 

13, Assali* Sabri. 

j 4. Acqouiu Fa Eli.Ola. 

15. Ataija, .Adrian, 

36. Atfl-Jl, Feidi, 

17. AtassL RflSlWB at 

18. A tfch, A Mullah 

19. Atrash, Amir HasMn at. 

20. A bash, Saltan Bin Ha mud Pasha el, 

21. Ayfish* Haj Mohamet el 

22. Aim, K haled al 

23. Azmeh. Adil »L 

24. A finch, NnWh at 

25. Babjl. Nassouh 

26. ll.i ed ns h. K ha led. 

27. Rakri. Assad 

28. Rnkri, Fauzt d 

29. Birazl l!u>ni 

30. Barazi, Mnhsen 

35 Barazi, Nftjib A*ha 

32 Rif mads, Mustafa, Hilmi 

33. RuriKlt, Fnkhri. 

34. Rit if, Saleh ed Din 

35. Bukhari, Va^ouhi at. 

36 Dahnm cl H idi. Sheikh 

37 Pa hi, Hni Sami Sayem a! 
tg. Dnndashi, Ali Abdul Karim. 

39. Fan^i. Nazir. 

40. Far i|, Bishop Antoine 

41. Fai.d. Mnhanwd d Sheikh 

42. FatavaK Mohamad □!. 

43 Fa'iir. Fa'ur Amif. 

44. Gharri SaiJ at 

45, HnlTaf. I'.-Ulfi. 

4 ft, Hajjo, Achil Ita^lrt, 

39107 


47, Haldiiu H assail iky al. 

48, Hakim, Mikmci d. 

4 ‘A Ha Labi, Fuad. 

50. Himizeh, Antf. 

51. Hariri. Mobamcd Kheir. 

52. Hariri, Wabtri d- 

53. Hatem. Dr, Anwar 

54. HawasJi. Aziz. 

55. Havani, Toufiq, 

56. Hulel. Sheik h Abbud a I, 

57. HimJteh, Gregoare, 

58. Hiftnawi. Colonel Sami. 

59. Iliraki. Htktmal 

60. Honhy, HdrnoixJ, 

61. Horani, Akram. 

62. Hubbi, Yulianna. 

63. Hmiaidt. Mohamcd al 

64. Huraiki. Hi4nij> .Antoine, 

65 ibish. Xyh al 

66. Ibrahim pfcha. Khalil Bey, 

67, lujjlizi, I Siam. 

65. Ishaq, Saul Bey 

69, Jabi, Dr Rushdi 

70, Jabn, Ihsan Rey at. 

71, JabiT, Mcid ed Din- 

72, J.,bbara h Hassan Bey, 

73, Jneid, Mohamed. 

74, Kabbara. Sams. 

75, Knilcmi. Akram. 

76, Kiiilani, Saadi [Shami Fir), 

77 Kallas, Buhij. 

78. Kayak, Abdurrahman, 

79. Kecati It Thiol phe. 

80. Kckhia, Kushdi 

fit. K hank an, RiiVal, Lieut-Colonel 

82. Khatib, Bahij Pius a I, 

83. Khalib, Mohamad Stibhi. 

84 Khoja, Hamid 

85. Khouri. Fares ,il 

86. Khouri. Faiz al. 

87. Kiiij, AN al 

88. Kin], 1 hr) hi eh. 

84. i.ian. Mikhad 

90. M&D-sarani. Abdul Hadt Ben Abdullah. 

91 Maa^rani, Haj Sulaiman 

92 Mahasin. Said. 

93 Malayan, Hrani, Colonel. 
s?4 M ara dili, Ha] Faiel a I 

95. Mariam. Haidar Bey, 

96. Mariam. Jamil. 

97 Maizer ibn Abdul al Jarba Sheikh, 

98. Mslki P Abdul Wahhab el. 

99. Midrnii. Abdul Oadcr d, 

100. Milqi, Riif. 

tOt. Mirzn. OtUkJCb. 

101. Mohammed. Said Agha d 

103, Mudarres. MohamM Khalil 

104. Muhasin. Fuad. 

105 Mu them ben Mutund. Amic. 

10ft MumbcL Jawad d 

107 Murad. Leon, 

108 Murhei. Farid 

109. Murxhcd, Sheikh Rakan 
MO Vamv, Darnatl Ahmed 
Ml, Vfram cd Din. Abdul Raqi. 

112. Ouitami, Oqtn. 









113 Oudmani. Abdul Gtuni. 

114. Qutimanj. l uud. 

115. Qudxi. Nizchl 
116* Ouwjili, Shukri. 

117. Ravtss, Munir al. 

118. Rjycis, Majim cl. 

119. Rica by. Haidar. 

120 . ftifai j, Ahmed. 

121. Sabah, Dr, Hosm, 

122 . Sail[maui. Jean. 

123. Said, Amin, 

124. Salcft* Sheikh Nawwaf As, 

125. Sayegh. Maximos IV. 

126. Sebai, Ham Ben Gebab, 

127 Sebai, Sheikh Mustafa ai 

128. Shavian. Amir Fawwau:. 

129. Sli.imieh. Toulup 

130. Sharahati, Ahmed, 

131 Shayish, Abdul Karim, Emir, 

132. Shellabii, Amir Bahial al. 

133, Shehabi, Amir Mustafa. 

3 34 Sherif, I hum 

135. Shrecah. Abdul Qadcr 

136. Sidawi. Wadi", 

137. Stati, Mgr huaii 
13«. Sulh. Afif al.' 

139. Surur. Sheikh Hayyil cl. 

1 40 . L rii. Sheikh Said. 

141. YazijI, Tou&q. 

M2. Yd»I, Mohamet Said a I, 

143. Za'iitti, Colonel Hu.sni el 

144. Zam ed Din, Farid. 

1. A trims, Munir 

Burn about 1905. Of good Ala wile family. 
Brother nf Shawkai Abbas, Mcihatiz of Ahtwites. 
Wei] educated in France (law). Minister of Public 
Works and of Posts, and Telegraphs in Ha&an a I 
Hakim Government (September 1941 to April 1942*. 
again in Husm Baiari Government (April 1942 to 
January 1943) and again, in Jemil ULsht Government 
1943 and 3047 Very intelligent and has for some 
years actively intrigued against the Central Govern¬ 
ment. 

2 . Abouehar. Sukvman Svlvuui 

Born Damascus about 3 890. Greek Orthodox, 
Received his secondary education as a civil engineer 
in Loo vara, Belgium. lias had experience in 
Mexico. Chief engineer uf the Public Works 
Department, South Syria, transferred August 1944 
a* inspector of Public Work*. Represented Syria 
on Communji-.iiMn Committee oil Arab League in 
February 1947, Speaks French and English. Intelli¬ 
gent. capable, straight, h interested in farming and 
in (he glass and sugar indusuries. Hot-tempered and 
dislikes being contradicted. Co-operated fnllv with 
British army on their arrival in Syria and dealt very 
honestly with them. Retired on pension at bis own 
request in May 1449. 

Aduq. Michel 

Born about 1910. A Dimtiajt. Had University 
education m France where he obtained a " licence 4 ’ 
in histon While in Paris contributed to a Com- 
miiaisl-oontrolled rrujiarirte. On return to Syria 
taugln history in a secondary school and continued 
to submit Communistic articles to the press. In 
1938-40 he gathered around himai band of siudenis 
over whom lie had ahtolute influeTice and gave them 
a special series of lectures designed i« furnish them 
wiih background for an approach to a Communist 
interpretation of Arab points. These studenbi 
formed (he nucleus of (he &i p aih el Arabi (Arab 
Renaissance) Party which he founded in 1940 with 
the assistance of 5,i(,)heddin Hirer who ha<< remained 
his lieutenant ever since. Stood unsuccessful Iv with 
Bitar for election to Parliament in 1943 . hi* ejection 


pamphlets at this time opposed the materialism of 
the Communists, In i944, turning resigned his post 
as teacher, he gave a series of lectures (later pub¬ 
lished in book form) it) which he maintained that 
communism is inapplicable in Moslem countries. 
Arrested in 3945 for criticism of Shu km Ouwatiy be 
supported Ouwatiy for a short time in his opposi¬ 
tion to the French Mandatory power. He was again 
unsuccessful in the 1947 elections. He then in 1948 
opposed Quwatty's election for a second term to the 
presidency. He successively favoured and opposed 
ihe Zaim regime of Aprit-August 1949 and was sem 
to prison whence he was released upon publication 
of .1 recantation and of hi-, determination to leave 
politics. Following the overthrow of Zaim in Aucust 
1949 he was appointed Minister of Education in 
Hashini Atari's ON net. 


4. A limed, Mohamet Sufi-ima n al 

AJawite. An Arab poet known as " Radawi el 
Jebd," is now a Nationalist in politics. He was at 
fij’st a Separatist and secretary to Alt Kmj in the 
Deportment of the Interior in the Jebd A law tie. 
but, juurrdling with the French over their 
administration, became a Nationalist member of 
Syrian Parliament for Banias, 1937. Went to Iraq 
in 1939 as professor of Arabic. Violently ami- 
Fremh and believed to have supported Rashid All 
Kellani against the British. Returned to Syria in 
1941 and was elected Deputy for the Casta of la La kb 
I y 43 and 1 947, and Secretary of Chamber of 
Deputies, 


5. Widi, Abdul Kerim 

Bom 1903. Educated in Dasmoitti*, but while 
stdE a student was sentenced to five years' imprison, 
men,i following, the Crane Commission incidents and 
fled to Transjordan, whew he met King Ali, whom 
he accompanied to the Hcdfao Returned to 
Danuscns in 192?; principal of the l Imiyeh College 
19^9 39 Fled to Bagdad to escape arrest bv the 
French, Nit returned in 1941.. Raimakam of Drmma 
E945 45. Director of Police, Damascus, April 1945 
to May E946. during which period he was on scry 
friendly terms with (he officers of the British Milf 
Nry Security Mission and proved very cc-operativc 
Moltefcz of Defa' 1946-47. Appointed Mohafcz of 
Hama December 1948. Was a leading member of 
the League of National Action and. consequently, 
works in dose harmony with the President and the 
National Party He ts a dose friend of Shukri 
Ouwails, Appointed Director of Tribal Control ip 


fi. Ajbtni. Munir 

S*' n Ajlani. Born, Damascus 1910 , 

Studied in France, where he graduated as doctor of 
, w Author of a book on Syrian Constitution 
LlectLHl Deputy 1936 Al outset of Nationalist 
rejLme he. with Seif ed Din Mamoun, Ahmad 
Samman and Mohatncd Sarraj, organised the “ iron 
SJtirts " Ian organisation bused on Nazi Brown 
Shivthl and was one of the commanders until n was 
taken over by Nkhat Mamluk 1937. Soor. after 
movement was suppressed bv French following dis¬ 
orders in Aleppo and Latakaa. 

Although his age had lieen amended by Nation^ 
hsts to enable him to become Deputy (minimum 30) 
he bitterly opposed Nalionalists in Parliament, fri 
1 '.ts he and Zeki c\ Kkatib were arrested and tried 
for writing .1 manifesto .iii.ickmjt NalionaJlst Govern¬ 
ment. but were acquitted. 

When Dr Shuhbandar returned to Svria Ajlani 
suparted him and remained one of his intiimtea 
until bhahbandars murder in July i 940 f wben he 
gradually ceased his connexion with ihe party 


In September 1441 he was appointed bead of 
Sheikh 14j ed Dm’; secretarial, and when on !7th 
April 1942, Cabinet was reshuffled Sheikh Taj made 
him Minister of newly creaicd Ministry of Youth and 
Propaganda in the Government of Husni Barart. 
Was .1 member of Jemil L'lshis Government 
(January 1943 to March 1943), occupying the same 
Ministry, the name of which was changed to 
Ministry of Social Affairs iJanuary 1943). Married 
on 2 <)(h August, 1942. the daughter of Sheikh Taj. 
Appointed lecturer in Roman law at Damascus L'ni- 
versity, March 1943. Professor of Lav, College 
1945. Deputy for Damascus [947. Minister of 
Education in Jamil Marxian! s second Government 
Octob. 1947 Member of Syrian Delegation to 
Arab League Conference 'm Beirut October 1947. 

Conceited individual, vacillating yet obstinate. 
Imprisoned by Zatm for publishing a p rev Hashemite 
article. Is considered a good speaker by Arabs 

7* Akntv. Michel 

Maronite Archbishop of Alqppo, Bom 1877. 
Educated in tlic Maroniic College at Beirut. Con¬ 
cealed Bridsh Consulate archives during the war of 
1914-38. Probably the most sincere prelate in the 
Aleppo area, but neither his health nor influence is 
strong now. He hopes for the continuance of Euro¬ 
pean influence in Syria. 

8, Akvandrw 111, Tahliaa 

Born in Damascus in 1869. where he was educated 
in the Greek Orthodox School. His brilliance and 
his steadiness led to his being sent to the Ecclesiasti¬ 
cal C ollege in Constantinople fo 1894 he returned 
to Damascus and two yeftra taler went to the 
religious academy in Kiev. Studied for a few years 
m Mn%cow. In 1903 he was appointed Bishop of 
Adana and Tarsus, but wu badly received by the 
population there arid resigned in 1906, In i90& he 
was appointed Bishop of Tripoli and remained there 
until 1930, when lie was elected Patriarch of 
Damascus by the Damascus electors but not by 
01 her members of die electoral college, who elected 
Arsanios. Bishop of Laiakia, A schism resulted and 
the three ■ -trier patriarch.^ tAbsandna, Coustanti- 
Oopltf and Jerusalem) rent representatives to com 
duet an enquiry into the election. They ftnaSK gaie 
(heir opinion in favour of Alexandras, The schLut, 
however, porsisic-iJ until the death of Nrsanios in 
l lJI 32. Alexandras hits been criticised for his, weak 
handling at the Epipfajuikw revolt in 1935. which 
reiuEicd m the formation of an itidep?ndc r 'i ehi 
in LatakLa in 3 4.16 This independent community 
ex? icil ucue! 1939. when the French High Cotn- 
mis i.Hier threatened to declare it illegal. Since that 
date Epipharuas and (he Patriarch have been 
reconciled. Use Italian attack on Greece in 1940 
brought Mexandros into fhc- open its an outspoken 
supporter of the GreMik catLvc in >piie of the presence 
in Syria of an Italian Armistice Commission and in 
spile of the pro-Axri leanings of the French Vichy 
authorities As. he aipparted the Greeks, so he 
supported the Mlicd v^Uve under !he same circurn* 
stance-.. Fhc [raditioiml Russian support enjoyed 
hi 1 he Orthodcx Church in Syria having cca.red in 
19|7, the Orthodox community under Alexandres 
has drawn nearer to the MovEcri Syrian Government 
and, on the whole further away from the Latin 
Christian community which has enjoyed (he pro¬ 
tection of the Trench Mandatory . Alexandras main¬ 
tains relations with (he Anglican Church both in 
Jerusalem and in England. When, the Government 
o\ the 1' SS.R acknowledged the Russian Ortht^lox 
Church in 1441 42 he began j correspandence with 
the Patriarch Scrgri, and attended the election cere- 
inojiie.. in Mawow of the partiarch in January 1945 ^ 
Diics not interfere in internal politics, but fears that 
any nationalist regime may harm the interests of 
39107 
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the Christian minorities and has been reported to be 
susceptible to Russian blandishments. Pleasant and 
cultivated. 

9, Antakl Naim 

Bom Aleppo 1900, Educated in American 
University, Beirut- Greek Orthodox. A lawyer, he 
formerly worked with Maitre Louis Zaide and was 
at one lime Dean of the Order of Barristers at 
Aleppo. Has visited India. Secretary to the Syrian, 
delegation in Paris for the conclusion of the Fran co- 
Syrian Treaty. On his return he became, in July 
1937, Director for Foreign Atfairs. but resigned in 
December 1937. being dissatisfied with the'way m 
which He was ignored by his Moslem colleague* 
whenever imporlont decisions were to be liken, 
look no pirt m politics from fall -f Nati in.iM^t 
Government (1939) until selected as. Minister f'H 
Provisional Government of Ala Bey Ayoubi. in 
which he held Ministries for Foreign Affairs and 
Public Works (March 1943-August 1943). 3-levied 
Deputy for Damascus, whither he had officially 
transferred hb. domieite, in 1^43, but for many 
ruontJis took no active part in politic* as -a result or 
temporary Itvss oF eyesight through overwork. 
Minister of Finance, April 3945 to August, it) Fares 
MipuriTp second Government tc/.v.); member of 
Syrian delegation to United Nations. Conference in 
San Francisco, April 1945. Minister of Finance and 
Acting Minister of Public Works in SaaduLlah 
JabrTc Government ny-v,}, September 1945, but 
resigned Devvniber 1945. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in Jamil Mardam’s First Government, 
December 194b until April 1947. 

Is lawyer of Syrian Petroleum Company. Middle 
Last Pipe Lines and of Syrian Bank. Was lawyer 
of lap line but was not employed during the Zaim 
regime because he wax -..rid to gel uu badly with 
Husni Zaim (.g.v.) whom he defended unsuccessfully 
when be was court-maritillcd in 1941, Successfully 
helped Middle East Pipe Lines to secure their way 
leave and refinery conventions in June 1949. Haj 
been member of Syrian delegation at several United 
Malians Conference,', and at many Arab League 
meetings. Attended Inter-Partiamenlary Uruon Coo- 
gress tn Stockholm in September 1949 a.s a Syrian 
delegate, Formerly an ardern NationalM, his views 
.ire now considerably more moderate although he 
reiains his great admiration urvd friendship for Jamil 
Mardain. Vcty well educated, a tremendous worker 
and straightforward anti sincere. Well disposed 
towards British, Speaks English and French. Per- 
sonalh rather mean hu| help* the Christian com¬ 
munity. 

fO. Vphraoi l, Mar IguiOiuv; Rarsum 

Syrian Orthodox (Jacobite] Patriarch oT Antioch, 
B°rn ISfs j Educated by the Dotnimcaiv- a| Mosul 
*nd rcoined into the Roman Catholic Comtounion, 
Su i^qucntly reverted to his original T urch and 
was ordaincil rii it. Became Patriurch with residence 
m Homs I9J2, His community extends over 
the Middle last .arid Irufi 1 (whence he Law; con- 
iitlerable funds) Vcty aware of his own importance 
and that of his Church. Litre insist Levant church¬ 
men* mingles politics with religion. 

11 . Amiunjui, Nnjih 

Bom about 190b. From Hama. D.Kteur en 
Droit ( M ii litre d'etrenget ") of Paris, Wav private 
secretary (a President Abed, anil no .inathema to 
raj ed Din. who persuaded dc Martel to oblige Abed 
to ftei rid of him, Now 100 per cent Satinn*h*L 
Appointed private secretary to President Ataui in 
1937. On the resignation of President Atassi (July 
1939 ) rem,lined unemployed until appniuted Secre- 
tury-ticncral to Prcsidem OuwatU. August 1443, J§ 
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brother-in-law of Jamil Mardani Bey* with whom, 
however, he id not on good terms, Appointed 
Minister Plenipotentiary to Great Britain, Poland 
tod Czechoslovakia, January (945. Syrian repre¬ 
sentative on Preliminary Com mince for United 
Nations Organic lion and member of Syrian dele¬ 
gation to United Nations Organisation meeting in 
London, November 1945, also appointed Minister to 
Sweden September 1.947, He is not generally e*m- 
tidered to have made a success of his mission, and 
was recalled from London in June 1949. 

12. Arslani, Amir Adel 

Bun'i about I&90, A Druse from tile Lebanon 
(brother oil Shekjb Arslan. q.v.\, Was pro-Turk in 
the War of 3914-3 £ and held a Kaimaknmship in 
the Lebanon. Member of the Party of Independence 
1919-20. Took an active pan in the rebellion of 
1925-26 and ".css condemned to death by the French. 
A minified in 1957, Eapelled from Egypt in I9JJ 
after anti-Italian agnations. Lived for some years 
in Iraq, Accompanied Syrian Prime Minister 
to Paris in 1937 to discuss ratification of Franco 
Syrian Treaty, and subsequently returns] to Syria, 
where he received a warm welcome. Has several 
limes visited the United Kingdom, where he has 
business interests and where lie was connected wiiEi 
Arab centre, Figured on the Palestine Black List 
(1937 and 1939). Worked with von Hentig and 
Roser from beginning of year 1941 to arrival of Allies 
in Syria, June 1941. when he fled to Turkey, where 
he is believed to lave maintained contact with Syria. 
Is staled to have tried to put Druses against Allies. 
In October 19-41 became bead of “Fret Syrian 
Government " created by Vichy Returned to Syria 
after the intervention of the President of the Republic 
in 1945 with the \ltied Security authorities: 
appointed Minister Pbnipotcfflfary to Brazil January 
|94t> hut did not proceed Minister of Education in 
Snadultab JabiTs third Government June 1946. 
Minister of J'.duration m farm! Mardams first 
Government December 1946 to October 1947. 
Member of Syrian Delegation lo London Palestine 
Conference in autumn of 3946 and to United Nations 
Palestine dliseu.vsiorts Sep!ember 1*347. Deputy for 
J&ulira 1947 

Member of Syrian delegation |o United Nations 
Avveittbly in Paris in L94K. Was invited by Htisnt 
Zaim to form a Government id March E949 follow¬ 
ing coup d'Emi but did not vuttecd. Appointed 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Deputy Prime 
Minister on 17ih April, 1949. in Colonel Zaun's first 
Government, but disagreed with Zaun's readiness to 
talk with the Israelis, resigned on 25di June, 1949, 
Nominated M unite: to Angora in July 1949 but has 
not yet left. After death of Z«im published in a 
Beirut paper a series of revelations about his former 
muter. 

h a driiutguklved-looklng and widely travelled 
person but retains many of the characteristics of his 
Dirauc ancesiry—unreliability, cunning and outbursts 
of bad temper 

13, Assail. Satin 

Born Damascus 1901, Sunni Moslem, l ook law 
degree in University of Damascus. 

Being of Nalionalist outlook, joined Natnuutist 
Vo nth Movcmem and became its leader i n 1940. 
Active in formation and control of Iron Shins Move¬ 
ment until 1937. when it war- disbanded. Joined up 
with Shukn Ouwatlfs Istiklal Party md became his 
principal lieutenant in T>40. In.hi Vichy regime 
was aciu-Allied, and organised in May 104J Cbm- 
fflhtec for Defence of Iraq (!>., pro-Rashid Ah). 
Arrested by Allies in February 194J nnd interned 
at Rashaya. Released March 1943, elected Deputy 
(or Damascus tbit year and again m 1947 Was a 
leading member <>f the I eagitc of National Action* 


which exercised considerable influence in Damascus 
and on which the President of the Republic placed 
considerable reliance. He is now Secretary-General 
of the National Party and became its president i& 
early 1949, Lawyer for Tap line. Apparent!) now 
willing to do a deal with Iraq, 

Minister of Interior in Foies Khouri's second 
Government (tf.v.) April to August 1945. Minister 
or Justice in litres Khouri’s third Government, 
August-September 1945. Minister of Justice .md 
Acting Minister of Education in Saadulah J.ihri's 
second Government, September 1945 to April 1946. 
Minister of Interior and Minister of Health in 
Saadullah JabtTs third Government. April-Decem¬ 
ber 1946, .-Vs Minister of Interior slewed himself 
ready to take sirong action to prevent disorders and 
co suppress anii-Governmcnt activity, He is un¬ 
married, and drinks and gamble- heavily. 

14. Assioun, Fultialk 

Born IS99. Educated at the Frfcres School and 
die French School of Law, Aleppo, A well-known 
Aleppine lawyer of (he Armenian Catholic Com¬ 
munity. A moderate member of the National fctoe 
amt a supporter of Saadnlhh Jabri. Dffiutv for 
Aleppo in 1936 and again in 1943. On the resig¬ 
nation of Naim Artlakf from Saadullah Beys 
second Government w jh .ippnmLcd Mmi-U'i of pub¬ 
lic Works, January until April 1946, Minister for 
Public Works again in Hashim Atari's Cabinet of 
August 194' : L A somewhat colourless individual 
whit a reputation for pro bit)' and high principles. 

J5. Atassi, Adnun. 

Born Hams about 1905, Sunni Moslem. Son of 
Hnshem Atassi ftf.v.). Lnwytri During Nationalist 
Government was appointed Syrian Vice-Consul anti 
attached for instruction to French Consulate. Istan¬ 
bul Married Turkish woman. Elected Deputy for 
Hams 1943 and again 1947. and President of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Syrian Chamber, 
Minister Plenipotentiary to France and Belgium* 
January 1945 to March 1946. Minister of Justice 
and Public Works m Jamil Marcia in's First Govern¬ 
ment, December 1946 to hi tie 1947. Represented 
Syrian Chamber of Deputies at ihc International 
ParHumeuttry Conference at Geneva. September 
1945, At one time suspected of pro-Avis activities 
and was known to be in frequent contact with ihe 
Grand Mufti during the latter's residence at Ver¬ 
satile*. A prominent member of the Pnrli imenury 
Comtituitoniil Fart). Intelligent and writ educated 
and was otte of the lea ding Deputies m opposition to 
Shukri QiwvaifyN nfgime.’ Sent as Ministei la Pam 
in 1949 and headed Syrian Delegation to Lausanne 
uiv.„ with Israel ufidei auspices of Palestine Con- 
eflititfon Coutfflission In the same year. He would 
probably support a dinner to monarchy, 

16 , Atessb bVUli 

Bum about 1905 Sou of former Mufti of Homs 
and cousin of Hashem at At.issi (i/.v'V Educated in 
France flaw). Had no political sireer. but was Chief 
of Municipality of Homs. Became Minister of 
Education In the llamm a! Hakim Govern morn qn 
m formation in September 194 L but resigned early 
in March 1947 in pique Chosen to be Minister of 
Justice, Education, Social Affairs in Pro visional 
Government at Ate Be) AyouW (March 1 1 *4?— 
August I943>. Weak character :-nd very boastfuL 
being over proud of his education. Returned to hil 
Job as Head of the Municipality Homs, until 1946. 
when he resigned. Deputy for f-loms, 1947 

Invited by Hu>ni Zaim to form n Government 
following mup itfaal of March 1949 but refused to 
take office as Minister of Fducation when his attempt* 
failed. Accepted post of MtnRter of Marirmnil 
Economy in Vlnshim AlassTs Cabinet qf August t y 49. 


H 


17, Atav-ij Hasuem at 

Bom about I565, Good landed family. Prime 
Minister and President of the CoiHUiiterii Assembly 
under Feisul. .md President of the ConsMiucnt 
Assembly of 1928. Went to Mecca to be one of the 
three midtjtors jii coadict between Imam V jhyn 
ami Ibn Saud. Succeeded Hanano as leader of the 
Syrian Nationalist Mac in January 1936. Led the 
Syrian delegation dial went to Paris in Marc/. J936 
to negotiate a i-ranco-Syrtau treat\ after ihc ilis- 
ttirbaqoes of January \Uivh 1936. A Nationalist 
who tempers _ courage with discretion. With the 
Sjrian delegation in Paris hn. moderaiing and sooth¬ 
ing influence w r as of great a.-isistutice to inc success- 
fu! conclus.oii of the treat) nc^odcitions. Elected 
President rtf the Syrian Republic lisi December* 
On bi> clecUOQ as President he resigned the 
leadership of the Nationalist Party, which was Liken 
over hr Shukri Ouwatli As President showed the 
same dignified Uici and restraining Influence us he 
[tad done during the treaty negotiation. His 
inf!iirnce over the Nationalist Pam grew lev>, how- 
v\^r, js the Nationalist Government took ilte bit 
more hrmJy between its leetll R-.* igned with die 
fall of the Nation^list GovenuTscnT on 7 tli July. 1939 , 
and retired to his. property at Horns, where'he had 
built bini.wF a pleasant vjjie during his tenure of 
office. Had ocinverealions wills General Dent/ about 
resuming office in March 1**41 and with General 
C’ajroux in September 1941 and again in March 
1^43. but qn each Occasion without result. He has 
remained on hiv property ever since, not partici- 
parinc in 1945 elections nor Standing Tor the presi- 
Jcm,., He is regarded 4 % 4 respectable old man of 
modmtt opitiion's, but somewhat pn.^r. During the 
Cabinet crisis of December 194? wa.s invited bnf failed 
to form n Gownunmt, alter coup tt‘£iar by Colonel 
Hmnnwi ( q r.i of |4tli Augu-i. S =4?, formed a prq- 
vision.i! coalition C.ibinet, A figure-head rather Chan 
a lender. 


16. A trill. Alhh-UaEi 

liorn about IS97. Lieutenant Ottoman Military 
College 1916, la king part in 1914-TS war: served in 
Arab army during Fdsal's regime 191^-23: joined 
Troupes Spectates January (921; went to Paris in 
an infantry brigade; stationed at Stra.sbourg for a 
year, promoted to rank of ma|or. June 1933, nnd 
appointed Officer Commsmfittfi of 5th Battalion 
rroiipM Spea ilcu. LaLikia. Attended French Staff 
College 1936-38: served on the Genera] Staff in 
Beirut and Damascus; promoted to rank of licu- 
tenant-cqlqud June I94S. Seconded to Syrian 
Govern rrt cot as Director-General of National 
Defence 1^41: Chief of .Staff.. Deir-ci-Zor. 1942; 
Officer Commanding of Coastal Defence 1942 4? 
Officer CommADdrag 5th Brigade, January 1944 
Promoted to fan; of full colonel ^nd appointed 
D^rsctof-General rtf Syrian (icndarmcrit, June to 
Auguvi 1945; appointed Chief *4 Stiff of Syrian 
army . August 1945. Placed on pension list May 
194# after failure oi Syrian Army in Palestine 

Was, recalled by Huani 7 ..\ini in April 1949, 
promoted la bs first general created in Syria, and was 
made Secretary-General rtf Ministry of Defence, Was 
then Minister of Defence in Mutton Bsrari’s Govern¬ 
ment of June 1949 anil retained same post after coup 
ii'Pja: nf Nth August, in which Uusni Zaim and 
Mutism ECruri were e^cc:ited. 

He prtssjssfr, cm paper high mlfttarv inifilifications, 
bus is sometvhat eccentric and very deal. 


19. Afra^, Am if llipivin al 

Born about Triad cit the House of A red, 

the leading house of the Atnash family. Was 
Mohnfi?, of Jehel Druse until he was appointed 
Minister of Drfcnee in Ifusni Barazi's Governmvfit 


i,April 1942 io January 19-l.ri, taking the place occu¬ 
pied by his uncle, Abdul Ghafkr Pasha, until the 
Old man’s. d£ith in March 1942. Was again Mjjui- 
tet rtf Defence in Jamil Ltshi's Governments January 
1943 to March 1943J, E>cpui)' for Souilda 1943 and 
president of Defence Conmirare of Syrian Chamber, 
hut placed on reserve in December 1941' Re¬ 
appointed Mohafiz of Jcnd Druse (April E943J 
4iw resigned from the Cruntbcr. The full integra¬ 
tion oi Jehal Druse in the Synun Republic in js '45 
^sis brgeb due to his iniiuence. In Mav 194) be 
sponsored the mutiny ol the Croupe merit Druse 
against pic if French officers and nx.O-S, to whom 
he gave sancitiari in his house. He considers that 
the S>rian Goveromeai are not sufficient!) appre* 
eiaiivc of the " leading role " the Dru^c have played 
both irs 1925 and 1945 against the French. Amir 
Hassun is a typical Druse. He ls ill-educated, 
Stubborn, atnbilious and tvarfeiotfli l>cspiie Ids 
pretence o\ Iveint 1 . pro-Eiriilsh. he did nothing to help 
the Allies during the Syrian campa^rk: and nothing 
to hinder. He can. however, sometimes I.k 
“' jollied into favourable aciirtn. Has flirted with 
Natioruieiflti, and with the French* and now makes 
no secret of liis close contact with Kent' AbduUalL. 
His following in (he Jebel! Druse was split by Shukri 
Ouwiilly in I'Hit and hi> control is no kvlEer absolute. 

2(1* AI rush, Sohun Bln Humud i ) a>hn d 

Born about 1875 (So I ten is a name, not a title. 1 
Family originally Efom Rfcshaya* migrated to Jebel 
Druse in I 8 b 0 ‘s and became paramount Druse 
ftrtndy ihcTc Sollan is |he head of the Kraiyc 
house, whMi is junior to (ftc Aer: house, headed 
by Fruit Hamn C^.v.i Gndvt the Turks, Soltan 
adopted wary tactics and avoided n conflict In 
1925-26 took .1 lending p.m in the Dru -t- res oil 
and became a centre round which the various invur- 
AcniS leaden, moved. When the revolt was crushed 
Solfcit Pasha Iteil to Trmuriordan with his closest 
JdvJscr. ihc Christian Oqla Qutami tcj.iM There he 
fonH'.I siinvtujry, although condemned to death in 
absence b) French court-martial In 1937 returned 
to Slic Jchd but took no active part in politics, 
leaving Emir Hassan to dominate the Jcbd. He 
retired to Kraiye. content to live on his past glory* 
which remains ccmnderabk. During the canipaien 
ol 1941 took no pan. In March 1942. after the 
dead of Abdul GhidVar Pasha el A trash, at chat time 
Minister or N.uion.il Defence, wju offtre.l the 
Ministry of Defence, but refused it Soilsn Pasha 
and Oqru Quia mi were awarded pererions for life by 
the Syrian Govern meat as patrioU and heroes of 
1925-26 revolt. Ill-educated, of small intelligence 
an-,I sv.r, .- reputation for nlcanness, lie is cV.itiy, 
and managed to mvpiie in the insurgents of 1425 
con Eld cnee in his leadership. He remains the most 
importent Druse. Is incline! to be pro-British and 
was ftnti-Frenvit. He feels, however, ihal the 
Briti 5 1 1 let him down, 1 $ they told him not to 
intrigue against rhe Fighting French (and he 
abstained from doing so), but allowed the French 
(O fniripic Uphnsl him, undermining his influence 
id the Jebel Druse- 

During the past four years he has on several 

wcauskns openly showed hi'; dissathriaton with die 
IHmnscus Govrmmcm on the eroimdv that insuflT 
dent deference is paid to him and his past record 

21. \yerih. tlnf Mtikairm} cl 

ltorn ?i!'-riul IR95, Sunni Mostem. Pfomincnl 
lindtnvTU'r am! merehant of Deir c?: 7. or- Mo poli- 
ticid nrecr and wss fnrmcrly wdl-ifisposed towards 
tire French. > Lnsd reputation in 'm district fnr 
honesty. Ilr iirrc Minister of M.ition T'otiorov In 
H'okra ul If dim'- fioirerronfM tSepifmb.'r E^Jl 
to April ri'-tri, s.nd again in Husni B^r^i's Govern- 
Tnent (April 1942 to linuary |943>: aciin in Jamil 








L Lj-eiiV Govermnem {January 1943 to March I943X 
when he showed goodwill in negotiations concerning 
the BnLishi-Syrian Petroleum Company. Elected 
Deputy for Dcir ez Zu t 1943 t and in 1947 and Vice- 
President of Chamber Hji been acllng-Spcaker Tor 
pm year, in the absence of Pares el Khoury and 
consirtcntiy supported Shuln Quwaiti's munueuwts 
for te-elBetion as President, Was Minister of Agri¬ 
culture eh K lu led el Azm's Government of 
December J.94S, 

An anna bit landowner with some shrew dues* but 
tii ■!. much brain and no education. 

II. Amu kb. i led at 

Born about I94 .Il?. Son of Mohamed Pasha si 
Arm, Did not ai first take an active part in polities, 
except an occasional intervention in agricultural 
matters Member of the Municipal Council 
Maiuenig dtrector of the National Cement Factors. 
Appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister 
of Justice in the Bukhari Cabinet, March to May 

i m 

tinder the influence of the Italian pisarmament 
Communion, wa>. appointed by Vichy French 
(General Dent/:) on 2nd April 194ft us. rh Chef 
d'£tat" and Minister of Interior, His regime laitcd 
unis! September 1941, when it was replaced by 
“Independent" Syrian Government with Shaikh 
Taj cd Din as President. During Syrian campaign 
he collaborated closely with Vichy French to pre¬ 
serve order in Damascus. During whole period of 
office h~‘ showed himself to he under the influence or 
the \ 4 (ionalbtS"^especiaJ]y of Shukrii On wall. 
Dcpui.. toe Damascus 1^43 and Minister of Finance 
in Sjidullah Jabri's Government (August 1943- 
Oclober !944; Minister of Finance and Revitaiik 
mem in. Fares khouri's first Government October 
|9-t4 to April 1945 Minister of Finance and Defence 
in Fites Khourfs third Government August |o 
September 1945. Minister of National Economy and 
Justice in Saadilllah Jabri’s third Government* 
April ! J-16. Was acting Prime Minister on several 
uceasior-s and resigned tn December 1944 Appointed 
Minister to France. Belgium jnd Switzerland. May 
|<J 47 Syrian representative on Fra nco-Lcv ant 
Slates KnaCK.nl negotiation* December to February 
194ft—47. 

Was recalled to Syria by Sfiukri Ouwatly m 
November 194® to help solve the Cabinet crisis which 
follow el I he resignation of Jamil Mardlm and took 
office as Prime Minister, tinder his- Government 
which lasted till March 1949 S (ibe nwp iTttat) a 
forward economic policy was pursued He was 
arrested hy Musm Zaim but quickly released. After 
the tKtwiwup of August 1949. in which Zaun 
was credited. he became Minister of Finance. 

A rich, landowner, very pompous and overhearing. 
A bit of a bully. but like all bullies, rf stood up to. 
’nvcs, in. He is intelligent and vvoUcdticated and 
■dore widely read and has wider interests than most 
of his compatriots- Maj have ambition* to bee me 
Pel- u!-.' Li of the Republic, but mitfil be ven.iih.ly 
ban Ik . ppeJ in thi* hy his present wife, who was. 
formerly a cabaret dancer Suspected at one time 
of pro-Cierman sympaihk*, but probably racorrectilv ; 

he has shown bwrnoJf ready lo co-operate with the 
Wcigteffl Powers, particularly the French. 

;i, t/. T !ch, \(lll mI 

Bom about HHT2- A dipknrod of the Turkish School 
,,r jwil l -.1 ■ pedWcnl rdupe » fiiflaj wi ti i 
he formed with his brother, Nahih all Aimch iq,r,\ 
the “ IstiqUI Party,’ 4 who** first objective wa-. the 
expulsion of the French from Syria. During the 
1925 7ft revolt in Svria he collected. as treasurer of 
his party, large Mjtns of money from Pnicstine, 
Trunsjprdan and other countries. After keeping 
more than hah himself, he provided the rebets in 
Syria with money and anus on a considerable wile. 


His flagrant abuse of British politicuiJ asylum earned 
him a contumacious condemnation by French court- 
mar uaL lie was included in the general amnesty of 
1937 On, hi* return he was acclaimed a* a |reat 
paintK and given high office in the Ministry of the 
Interior by Nationalist* in return for forming 
Luildti Party/' Back in Syria he Used his influence 
lu repay the" consideration he had received from 
I he British, authorities in Transjordan and Pales¬ 
tine by facilitating the supply of arms and am muni¬ 
tion to the rebels in Pulestine during the disturbances 
of 1936 and in 1937 in going a step further in 
employing the Syrian Government machinery, from 
hi* key position in the Ministry of the Interior, to 
assist" tbc recruitment of bandit* in Syria for 
thu gg ery in Palestine. On the fall of the Nationalist 
Government in the spring of 1939 he proceeded ua 
leave to Iraq, where he bulb a cinema with his til 
gotten gams, In his absence (April 1940) lie wa& 
condemned to twenty j.cars T unpnsorucont for con¬ 
spiring to overthrow the Council oi Directors (July 
1939k tn coltiboration with Haj Amin Hussain! is 
believed to have had a part in the Iraq rising (May 
1943 1 and lied lo Turkey, from where he returned 
clandestinely early in 1946, Mohafez of Alaouttc 
Mohafazai June 1946 to January 1943, when he was 
transferred as Mohafe/ to Aleppo Appointed 
Minister of Inlerio r i n Khaled a I Azm's Cabinet «if 
December 194® and resigned the following Murefi- 
He announced his withdrawal from politics early in 
1949 but ltx>k oflke as Minister of Stan* in Hashim 
AtassTs Cabinet of Augm.t 1949, 

A leading member of ihe National Party. An 
unscrupulous p(?liliea1 advent Lsrcr, 

34. Ajrineb. N«b!h al 

Bom about 1333- Brother of Adi) al Azfficb (e?- v->. 
Graduated from Turki-.lt Military Academy in 19(X>. 
His advance in Turkish army was slow, as he was 
only i heuten.uit when the war broke out in 1914. 
Was taken prisoner by British forces in l°l 6. but 
obtained his release to fnin the Amir Faisal's 
followers, where, like the Duke of Plaza Toco, he led 
from the rear. When Faisal was placed in charge of 
the " Occupied Enemy Territory Ea-t " he wo> made 
Chief of Police, Aleppo, but fled Syria on the French 
occupation in 1920 He was made welcome by the 
Emir Abdullah as a political refugee He and his 
brother formed ilic JJ IxtiijEil Party " in Transjordan, 
This kd (o his banishment, md lie w'-eni to the 
Hedjaz, then to Egypt and so to Palestine, where he 
continued to foment trouble in Syria. He was one 
of the first of the Syrians amnestied in ihc general 
amne-.fy of 1937 to return to Damoscux. In Avgust 
and September 1937* under the direction of the Mufti 
of Jerusalem. Haj Amm ill Hussuim, and in concert 
with rhe Palestinian* Mum al Madi, he organised the 
anti-British pun-A'-ilv Congees of Bludun. Tn an 
astoniNhingly short time he eotxdttorubly enriched 
himself from the subscriptions obtained by the 
" Palestine Defence Committee," ••’f which he Was 
prominent member. In December 1933 used his 
influence to try to create trouble for the French, and 
wav implicated; m a plot against the “ security of 
Suite," for which he was semen'.cii to twenty years/ 
imprisonment and twenty years* banishment 
Amneriicd November 19417 nt instigation of Italian, 
Armistice Commission, Renewed hts interest in 
pLititics {especially with Sliukri Onwaili) and in May 
[941 beta rue member of a committee to vend recruits 
and money lo Iraq. agam>i British. Fled lo Turkey 
during Syrian campuicn from where he returned 
clandestinely eurF in 1946 claiming President 
Ouw.itli's proiectioti He rmnicdialdy made his 
house a centre for Palestinian politics and began an 
attempt to rejuvenate the " IiuqJil Party " of w hich 
the pretidenl of the Republic was a leading member. 
Ik ik ivsi ll’ piojvoved (’abi ict appninimenis --in 
after reprcsenlatiorts by His Majesty's Legation the 
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suggestion 1 , were dropped. In April 1946 was 
appointed Minister of Defence in SaadulJah JabriN 
third Government when His Majesty’s Minister was 
again eo. is Lilted but raised no objection. Resigned 
June 1946 a:Wi u -.jries of disagreements with his 
colleague Moh.de/ of Damascus town October 
[946 to January :'.>47. Chairman of National Party 
December ] l rt7 and now prcicnds to have altered 
bis anti-British views. Announced his resignation 
from politics in early (949. 

A thoroughly contemptible rascal, who has 
betrayed bis friends One after another. 

25. ttabil, NusjvuuIi 

Bom Damascus about 190ft. of obscure parentage. 
Arrested with Ajlani |>j.v.) in 1933 for his supp^rrl of 
Shahbarular against MarUam. Remained suppsincr 
of Dr, Shah bandar until latter was assassinated in 
July 1^*40, vvhen he and Fuad fjodmam became 
leaders of Shahtu iidar Party, He and his party 
failed in 194. ; elect nans, and the party dismtcgraied, 
He R proprietor of the important Damascus news¬ 
paper Hi A yam and President of die Press Sy ndi¬ 
cate. Came under suspicion of the Syrian Ciovcra- 
mint of being m touch with the l reach regarding 
the setting up of a quisling GovcrnmaU during the 
bombardiDefit of Damascus in May 1945. Visited 
the United Kingdom in December 1946. 

A mediocre individual who. however, has the res¬ 
pect of a large section of the Syrian press. 

26- Bagdnvh. Kbaled 

Born about 1910 in Damascus, of Kurdish origin 
of u family named Kutrash. Sunni Moslem Eduakd 
Sn Damascus, where he studied pltilosophy. Became 
secretary of Communist Party in DarrtaWus, 1923. 
Ihc Communist Party wj* persecuted by the French 
and m 3>*34. following the distribution t»f Com¬ 
munist leaflets., wjs itlpprcssed, BugJash being con¬ 
demned. to several years' imprisonment. He escaped 
to Russia, where lie attended the OriemaE School of 
Propngandu He now claims that, while in Russia, 
he met Stalin, In 1936 went to Paris and obtained 
ft special amnesty through the Syrian delegation 
which wa> negotiating the Franco-Syrian Treaty. 
Returned lo Syria Lit January 1937 and resumed 
leadership of the Communist Party. Again went 
imo hiding in Damascus at the outbreak of war when 
Communist Party was suppressed, remaining there 
until Germany attacked Russia (June [94Fi After 
auempts to reach an understanding whth Shukri 
Ouwatli {q ,v > by which he should be inctuded on the 
(alter s electoral list in 1943, Hagdush stood as an 
independent candidate and faded. He failed aBo 
in the 3 947 eliKtions For ihc last live years he his 
devoted liis energies to organising die activities 
of the Communist Parly, and is. known to be in con 
stain touch with members of ihe Soviet Legation, 
Stated lo he owner of Communist paper .Scurf aicft 
Shaafi, of ITcirul. i’opular anurng the working 
classes and ,1 gtxid sipeaker. Snid to receive 
substantial subsidies from Russia. Speaks Arabic. 
Kutdtih* Rii '-i in, French- Ambitious, and prepared 
ti> liinke trouble, 

27. Hakri, AsmmI 

Born 1903 Son of Fuad Pasha cl Bakri. 
Licence en Droit of die Sorbonne. Has visited 
Hmain and America From 1929-3? president of 
the Syrian Land Registry. Became Secretary- 
General of Damascus Miinlcipaiity and in 1940 
Governor of Damascus district. In the same year be 
took over (lie Department of Posts and Telegraphs 
but wav unable in work with the French while their 
sympathies were divided between Vichy and dc 
Gaulle, and resigned his office 

His two sons are receiving an English education at 
Victoria College. Alexandria Assad shares the ad¬ 
miration of the Bakri family for the Hashemite* and 


the British. Since i940 he has lived as a gentleman- 
farmer in Zebdani near Damascus but hopes shortly 
to resume his pubhc career. He is energetic, intelli¬ 
gent and thoughtful. 

28. Bakri Fau/i el 

Born Darn < 1 !- about 18Ko Sunni M. >km. 
Lidcst "ii of late Aia Bey d Bakri. Landed family 
claiming descent from sccvmd Caliph. There aLso 
u dosdy-rclutcd branch of the family in Egypt. Has 
brothers Vas-sib. Sami. Ikfm. Mazfiar [./ 1 1 and 
Khuir uti Din and sous Assad and Baba cd Din, 

F aun was president of ihc Arab Club, Damascus, 
in Ottoman days and was condemned lo death (rn 
abserttifl) by Turkish court-mam a 3 for desertion in 
1916. In 1917 joined the Arab revolt in the Hcjai, 
but does not seem to have played a prominent part. 
After FaisaJV arrival in Damascus Fauzi became an 
oflieial there. Took a leading part in the revoh of 
1925 and was condemned to death,. Amnestied 1923 
at request of Shaikh Taj ed Din. Failed at 1932 
dectioris jind has run since been politically active. 

The Bikris, having lost most of their wealth, have 
tried to retain tlieir influence by placing, mw nreinbcr 
Of the family in each political'camp <F*U2i in 1945 
uxrk a leading part m monarchiM activities in Svria) 
but this policy has noi served them well, as :t has 
rairfd suspccuius on all sides 

Left for Fgypi for duration Of war (January 1943) 
in order “to avoid complications for himself and 
Ail its." 

Is a vtupid linn and it seems unlikely that he wii, 
ever figure I a reel j in politics igam, unless a 
monarchist regime comes into being 

29, Raruri, Huvni 

Born about JSS2 Son of So Id man Agha Bara/u 
a rich landed Kurdish family of Hama, Minister of 
the Interior under Da mad. Deported on 

suspicion of agisting rebels in July 1926. Member 
of Cons I Eluent Assembly. (923, Opposed bv r 
Nationalisls in elections of 1932 and was rwH elected. 
He was* however, appointed Minister of Education 
in Tuj cd Dm'-, Government in Mareli l‘J?4 T and 
resigned with Shaikh Taj in February 1936. 
Vppoinled Mofuliz of Akxandreita in January 1937, 
he sought in prove his attachment to Ins new 
Nitiouitlst masters by mlriguitte with the Arab 
parties in the Sunjak ae joist the Turks and the 
Mandatory, but was ejected in November 1M7. 
Appointed Mohufi/ of Pauia^cus to March 1942. On 
fall of Hassaci el Hakim Government fApril 1942) 
wa, s appointed by Shaikh Taj cd Dm President of 
the Council oi Ministers and Minster of the Interior, 
Succeeded I mi/ Khouri as President of the Com- 
nii.vsiun Supentfurc of the Wheat Office, in which 
capacity he promised to ■secure large quantities of 
wheau but did not succeed. Quarrelled with Shaikh 
Taj wi Dm. posing as Syrian patriot., thinking he 
had the support of his colleigucs Matters came to 
a head in January mh when til hrs colle;icues 
resigned ,-irtd he w,iv obliged to retire 

During the Cabinet crisis of November 194ft en¬ 
deavoured to return to politics as a vtnwal dictator 
W,.v appoitiled Ift' Hustti Zaim for ft short time in 
1949 to he Mohafoj of Aleppo and Deputy Military 
Governor of Syria and ran his district auitvrmieallv 
but well, Resigned owing to rivalry with Zlani, 
whom he thought of challenging for the presidency, 
Wa* later imprisoned by Ziam Tst a shore time and 
might hftve been executed harl Ziam not preceded 
him. 

A man of some strength of character, but devoid 
of morals and tnidligenoe Intriguer and accused 
m ihe past of traffidtiflC in hashish, Fntil he 
as-sumed office wjw bcanly in debt. Before the 
visit to Syria of the Anglo-American Commis-sinn of 
Enquiry OH Palestine in 1946 he volunteered to His 
Majesty's Consul, Damascus, to lestifv before the 












44 


Com, mission in favour of the Jews. Is well disposed 
to wards dm British. and being fearte-bs. doe; pot con* 
eeal itU liking. 

30. Barari. Mubsco 

Boro about 1900, A Kurd of Hints. Educated 
in France, Profcw-or al School of L&w snd ivHer 
U94 |j Dean, Appointed Minister of Education in 
Khalid j[ Ajtm Government ('April to September 
194! ), Appointed member of Higher Oomrmtice for 
the Administration of the Funds of Common 
Inlcrcsi, January 1944, and Secretary-General I v the 
Presidency, February 1945. Head cf various delega¬ 
tions to Arab League. Minister of Interior and 
Health in Stardom's second Government. October 
1*47. Acting Minister for Foreign 'sffair* an various 
occasions. Although he owed his position to Shukri 
Ouwjtiii. whose right-hand man he was, he is, said 
to warned Colonel Zaitn of his impending dis¬ 
missal and so precipitated the coup (Ft.{at. Was 
immediately appointed by Zinin Minister to Egypt 
anti Saudi-Arabia, and was then recalled to form 
ZairtFs second Cabinet on 26tb June. 1949. He was 
arrested and executed with Zmm by Colonel 
Hinnawi (np-joti L4th August, 1949. 

Although he was welt educated and look an intclli- 
gem interest in world a fain he showed himself to 
be very narrow-minded over the Palestine qursdon. 

3L Bapui Xu jib Agb* 

Born, Hama, about f K$5. Wealthy landowner and 
head of Barazi family, who are of Kurdish origin. 
Leader of Nationalist bhK in Hama and Deputy in 

3 9.1ft .jjid avam in 1943, Vice-President of Syrian 
Chamber of Deputies 1944 45. Most influential 
man in Hama, but unpopular. Strong character and 
very ambitious. Cunning, polished,' but not well 
educated. Opponeni of Husni Barari (rjo-.L 

33, Bermuda. Mustafa ililmi 

Bom in Aleppo 1883, Son of Srtdiu Barniada. 
Educated first in Aleppo and Uicr studied law in 
Turkey. Began his professional career ai a teacher 
in Aleppo. Liner taught law in Bcirui Was ap¬ 
pointed Public Prosecutor in Aleppo then member of 
the Damascus High Court of Appeal and later its 
President, Became Governor of Aleppo ir. 1921. 
in 1922 resumed presidency of High Court of 
Appeal, Elected in Syrian Parliament in 1947, Led 
the Syrian Liberal Parly for a time but relinquished 
his k-Mer-hip when it was expanded and became the 
Syrian Popular Parts under Rushdi Kekhia fo.v„) in 
1948. 

33. It ji nidi, Lakhr- 

Born, Damascus. 1893, Aide-de-enmp to King 
Feisal in Damascus. First became prominent in 
revolt of 1925, in which he look an active part. 
L iectcd Nationalist Deputy in 1932 and again in 
I Dft. In 1936 he was Inspcctor-ln-iieral of Iron 
Shirts, a Nazi-inspired youth formation Exiled for 
a short period by French for his '■hare in 1936 
trouble’. Fled lo Transjordan in 1939 after dis¬ 
covery of “plot against security of State " and kept 

4 low coflec-hou.se m \ inman until he feturaod 
to Dam.i%eus in May 1941 after formation of Khaltd 
eE A/m Government. Elected Deputy at a by-dec- 
tion in Damascus (October 19431, Deputy for 
Douma 1947 and " Cmi [fuller" of the Chamber. 
Appointed head of the Military Information Service 
in 194$ for a short time. 

Was bitterly anti*French, Poses as an ardent 
Nations lint, but i- a bit of a buffoon and a farceur; 
consequently nobody really takes him seriously. As 
head of (be National Arab Bureau in 1936-J9 
actively aided Palestine rebels m propaganda sphere. 
A noted Arab orator in low-style Ambic. and ,i heavy 
drinker. Commonly accused of Unnatural vice 


34. EtiLir, Saleh ed Din 

Born 1912, Unmarried, Graduated in kw at the 
Sorbonnc. Paris, On his return to Syru in 1935 he 
workc. i for seven \ear-. as a teacher. During that 
time he acted as lieutenant to Michel Aflaq Cr/.v.) in 
building up the Bi’ath d Aruba Party, of which he 
is sti!l secretary-general. Once called himself a 
Communist but now claims to have disavowed 
Marxism on the grounds shat it is too materia I i Stic, 

35. Bukhari, Navsouhi ai 

Born about 1S5S4. Ex-Turkish officer. Educated 
in Constantinople. During 1914-1® war was brigade 
commander in Turkish army. Captured by Russians 
on Caucasian front Escaped from prisoners-of-war 
camp in Siberia through China, Returned Isa Turkey 
via United States and Greece and given command 
of Turkish division on Palestine front. Went over 
io British whan they occupied Damascus In October 
I9|g. in 1925 appointed Minister of Agriculture in 
the Djanarf’-s Government, !n 1927 took office as 
Minister of Education. Formed neutral Government 
with himself as, Prime Minister in March 1939, but 
was dismissed by French in May 1939 ,iv .! pre¬ 
liminary to the appointment of ihc Council of 
Dyrectorx (July 1939}, Deputy for Damascus 3*444 
and appointed Minister of Education and Defence 
in Saadulhh JabrFs Government (August 1943- 
Oelober 1944), Made his acceptance of Ministry of 
Defence condition*! on the taking over of Syrian 
troops from the French, A man of principle and 
well respected. 

36. Da he in cl Jladj, .Sheikh 

Bom 1895. Bedouin chief and head of the 
Sbsmnm Khrossa. Disputes the leadership of all 
the Shammar of Syria with his cousin, Mcizar Abdul 
Muhscn* who actually heads the Shammar con¬ 
federation. Also cLtirm hereditary leadership of the 
Iraqi Shsmmar. from which he was evicted bv the 
British lie is therefore bitterly jealous of sficikh 
Sfook and continually contrives to undermine his 
position, Appointed Deputy of the Jezirah tribes in 
1936. Exiled in 1942 for obstructing road construc- 
liuns and wheat purchase In spite of bis being in 
exile, was elected Deputy in 1943 for Jerirch mhes 
and sn 1947; returned to Syria 3 944. 

A proud and truculent sheikh, ignorant of his 
limitations and or world conditions, 

37. Da hr, iluj Sand -Say c m al 

Born 1896. Wealthy industrialise and head of A 
weaving business, President of the Aleppo Chamber 
of Industry Contributed largely to the Nationalist 
Party -funds in 1 1 was treasurer of the funds collected 
for Pates line, but became discontented with the 
policy of the Syrian Nationalist Government and 
resigned from the Nattenalisi bloc m March (939, 
Elected Deputy 1943, Presented the cost of a 
Spitfire io Royal -\ir Force (March 1^44 1 . 

38. Dandiishi. AH Abdul Kurina 

Born 1905 at Tel Kabkh Member of the Da natch 
dart. A Sunni Moslem Studied at the Islamic 
Coll eye in Beirut rill 192b, Joined the scout move¬ 
ment m ! c C 3 and has remained associated with it, 
In 1937 be look » group of Syrian scouts to the 
jamboree in HoBand. travelling by way of the 
Bnikaiis, Austria anil Germany, re(iLroin ; i through 
France and ic.ily. On this occasion he stated for 
some time in Berlin and Potsdam, where he 
a.iod«l6d witli Ssriant in Germany, notably one of 
the Dutaii brothers, who jtre alexia led witli him in 
the scout movement. From 1437 has devoted most 
of his time to scouting and was elected Chief Scout 
in November 1941 Is associated wilh the League of 
National Action, which wax founded by hi-, courin 
and of which his colleague in ihc .worn movement, 
Df Rushti Jabi Ir/ vk leading member His arrerd 
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was ordered by the French Lit February 1942, but the 
order was cancel led at the end Of March, and. shortly 
after, he paraded at the head of the Scouts at to* 
review of the Syrian gendarmerie, 

Dandashi playud an important part m the dispute 
between the scout movement and ihc Ministry of 
Youth und Propaganda under Munir Ajlanl (j/.v.L 
opposing Government control of the scout move- 
ment. After the Allied occupation showed himself 
willing to co-opcrate and took part with his scouts id 
passive defence exercises ami now holds a leading 
position in the Fatuwwa lYouih Movement), 
Energetic and a disciplinarian, 

39. Fanss. Na/ir 

Burn in Aleppo i9F’ of nimble p.ireniage, 
Educiited iej the lower ebsses l>i Aleppo Secondary 
School. Worked with hit father ax a n adomnn uniil 
1955, Ke then took up journalisni und accepted 
hic+ /lbs at low wages on various newspapers. He 
wax considered by his employ crx to he too venal 
and ill-educated to be given a position of trust. His 
work in the press brought him into touch with 
W.-iil:.*; Harjri (t/.r.) who began to employ him on 
cottkdcntiaJ t.ixk*- and arranged a marriage for iiim 
into the Ua^i family, FansnV sister-in-law by this 
marriage Uier became the wife of Husm /'aim (</.v,|. 
H.inn purchased a Damascus newspaper 4/rjf Btt in 
1945 and appointed Fansa editor-in-chief. Before 
the Zaiu: coup tf Sim Tansy woe becoming a person 
of some importance m ihc Syrian press, 

On 31 si March he became private secretary to 
Htivu i^uini and rcnuiincd in that position until the 
second a’tip tl'lziat when he was arrested. He took 
4 prominent part in Syrian foreign affairs. He 
arranged a meeting between Zaim and kine Farmik 
in April 1449. visited King Ibn *kiud and die Pres!- 
den! of the French Republic, :md whipped up ami- 
Hasbcmite feeling io the local prexs. Imprisoned 
wiicn Zatin’s regime was overthrown in August 1949, 

He is extremely venul. I4e amassed a large per¬ 
sonal fortune between March anil August 1949. He 
is ignorant, pom|wus ansi Ernsts no one. 

46. rami. B: Imp Al*tofo< 

Greek Catholic, Bnun in Damasoas in IBS5, 
Appo i nt ed patriarchal rep resell tuths: in Egypt in 
1912 and In Damascus in |92g. Intelligcm inincuer. 
Rufp his flock with a despotic rod. As a t.aiin. his 
semimenu have inclined towards Italy* but after the 
Allied occupation in 1941 he concealed his pro-Italian 
pcopeariticx When the religious school*- wore all 
closed following the events of May 1945 he arranged 
to accept responsibility for (be Scours de Bcsanfon 
(Greek Catholic) school and obtained permission for 
it lo re-open His influence has dwindled since the 
arrival of His Beatitude ihc Patriarch Maximos 
Saycgh ri/.v.l. An arch scrounger, 

41, Fdnl) Muhamed r) Vhclhh 

Bom about I39\ Leader of the W f uMa semi- 
sedemury tribe On the Euphrates, centring on Rm|i|a. 
U on bad terms with Mujhcm ibn Muheid of 
the Fedaun. Has considerable influcccc on Abu 
Shiiilmn Confcdtracy (serni-scdcntancs). Ikmishcd 
Jiinuary 1943 Tar obstruction lo road making and to 
Allied wheat plan. Allowed to return in January 
1945. 

IrtieLhgeiit but inclined lo hypocrisy and takes 
hasty decisions, 

41, Katayah. Mohnmed tl 

Born "Dcir ca Zor. about IKffii Sunni Moslem. 
Deputy in Istanbul in days of Ottoman Empire. 
Ex-President of the Municipality of Dejr e?. Zor, 
Headed tbe movement in Drir o?. Zen- in May 1941 
to help Rashid Ali in his revolt by touring the 
country and trying to send recruits to join the Traiji 
J9|07 


army. Deputy for Dcir ez Zor 1936 .md again in 
1947. A former supporter of Ure NaliotulivL iloc 
and was on bad terras with the French, but now leads 
opposition to the bloc in tbe Drir ei Zor district 

Regarded ws the doyen of the G ha tuber of 
Deputies, 

43. 1 »‘ur. Fa’ur Amir 

Born about S9CH). Chief of Ihc 3:1 Fad I Bedouin 
(sedentary i near Lake Hula. The Lands of his tribe 
are astride the Syria -Palestine frontier. Sells hi$ 
lands hi Palestine to Jews. Elected Deputy for 
Kimtitxa, December 1936 Strongly suspected of 
being engaged in smuggling arms and men to 
Palestine during the disturbances of 1937 to 1939. 
Was useful to Bntisli during and before Syrian cam¬ 
paign (June H4i). Went on pilgrimage to Mecca, 
winter. 1943-42. and, on. return, spread pro-Allied 
propaganda at instance of Ibn Sand. In May 1942 
toured Syna with Jamil Shamat, securing the 
signatures of cx-Dcputks io a declaration tn favour 
of the President of the Republic, Sheikh Taj cd Din. 
Deputy for Kuncimi 1943 and again in 1947 Has 
since joined the supporters of a monarchist regime 
for Syria under King Abdullah and maintains close 
con tact w ith Ammon Vixited America al ihc time 
of the Luii ted Nations Conference in Sin Francisco 
and spent a month in London on his way fuck. 
Took part in various minor skirmishes with Jewish 
settlement* Lu the Hula area during the early pan 
of !v 48, Some -if his tribe have eone over to the 
Israel Ls, 

A weak and spend!hrift individual who has not 
maintained the renown of his family established by 
his father. Always playing at politics hut wtih no 
conviction, 114 - ihc ambition to become a Minister, 
An agreeable but ineffective personality. 

44. GhraJ, Said nl 

Born .about 1695, took la w degree in Damascus 
in 1921, Deputy to the Constituent Assembly I921L 
but lost his popularity with the Nationalisis by 
supporting Sheikh faj ed Din. Pressed for 
National]vi participation in 1952 ekciiong When 
negosi-ilium with High Commissioner's delegate 
came lo a deadlock. Uhsan Sttcrif insisting on 
standi ng). Said nl Ghaz7i withdrew hu own 
candidature. Reputation enhanced by not being a 
jaarty to the subsequent unsuccessful deals with 
M. Ponsot Withdrew a second time in favour of 
Allf el Solli in July by-elections. Included in Ata 
Bey :il Vynubi's Gabinci as Minister of Justice in 
March 1936. Refused the post of M rihaBi of Lala- 
kin in January 1937. Appointed DirectfjrTjcttOTlI 
of the Ministry of National Lean cm;. 1936 and 
Diirector-Gciiiera] of Posts and Telegraphs- irt I93&, 
but dismissed in 1939 EriclujEd on Sluikn 

Ouwaili’s list for 1943 election, he poHetl nearly as 
raanv votes as Quwatli himself Re-elected Deputy 
1941 In fact, it Lx almost certain that he polled 
more votes but_ tile matter was “ arranBed,"' 
Minister of Justice and vrta.illenient in Fares 

Khonn's second GovermttertU April lo August 1943. 
Minister of Finance in Jamil Mardam’s first Govern- 
menl, December N4ti to October !947 t an d w as oh 
several occasion* acting Prime Minister, Minister 
of National EcOCKuny in MardamN second Govern¬ 
ment, October 1947. (food- matured, imelligent, 
comfortably off. Too cuLoutIcss in be either useful 
or dangefoux. Of moderate Nationalist tendencies, 
but dissatisfied wnih treatment received from that 
pany and Iras kept out of politics recently. 

45. HutTar. I.titfl 

Born Damascus. ISSft of a family of wdl-csiab- 
iished nierchancx. Minister of Public Works under 
the Dantad. 19*6. and deported for Nationalist 
sympathies sonje rnmiths taler Member of the 
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Constituent Assembly, 1^28- Accepted post at 
administrator of Alii Fljeh waterworks. 1931, 
Deputy irt |932 and again in 193ft when be was 
elected viee-JjroideQt of Che Chamber of Deputies, 
Minister of Finance in the second Jamil Mardam 
Cabinet (July S937 to February 19393. Prime 
Minister. 23rd February to !4th March. 1939. 
Implicated in the murder of Dr. Shabandar in July 
1940. and tied in Bagdad. Returned to Syria after 
the charge against him had been dropped and the 
Government of Directors replaced by the moderate 
Nationalist Government of Khaled Bey el Azni 
W-vd in April 1941. Deputy for Datniscas 1943 and 
•gain in 1947 and Mitmrer of Interior in SaadtlLLah 
JabriN Government t August !943-Og:tobcr 19441.. but 
resented the latter's interference in his Depart ment- 
Ministef ol Interior in Fares Khoun's third Govern¬ 
ment, \ugust September 1945. Minister of 
Interior In Saadulluh Jabris second Government. 
September 1945 to April 1946. Although practically 
illiterate is interested in the newspaper AS Inshaa, 
which is mm; my Ely owned and directed by his cousin, 
Wa|Si cl Haffar. 

Not an e*creme Nationalist, but has a lengthy 
record of political activity in connexion with 
Palestine—assisted Ncb«h el Azmi to organise the 
Arab Conference at Blurfan in I9J5 and i> now 
chairman of the Syrian Committee for the Defence 
of Palestine- Not a strong personality though he 
was an important member of the Nationalist bloc 
aud was president of Damascus branch ol National 
Parts in 1948, A good second tiddler. Has lately 
been suffering from heart trouble. 

4b Haim Agha Havsan 

Born about t£98 near Mardine, Turkey. Head 
of Huvcrkan tribe of Kurds w hich moved into Syria 
about 1922 No specific education, but reads and 
writes Kurdish. Arabic and Turkish. With his Ule 
father took prominent part in Separatist Movement 
in the Jczirah. Reside* at Hassticbc, Was pro- 
Ally and co-opantive during the wart elected 
Deputy for Ksnitthli 1943 and in 1947, but docs not 
enjoy the confidence of the National Party owing to 
hit. [timer connexion with the French. 

47, Hakim, Hassail Bey al 

Born Damascus about ISSb. Was an Inspector of 
Finance and Eater Director of Posts and Telegraphii 
in Faiwl's Syrian Government of 1916-20 He was 
held responsible for delay in sending off Faisals 
reply to General Gouraud's ultimatum in July 1920. 
(It was the absence of a reply that provided the 
ecease for General Gouraud to order Trench troops 
to advance m Dinmcm) Exiled by the French 
but had lied to Egypt and later went to Iraq, Then 
he obtained an appointment Ms manager of the Arab 
Bank's Jaffa branch. Amnestied in 1937, he 
relumed to Damascus and, as a loyal Nationalist, 
was appointed ETifeclor-Gcncfal of Wakf Minister 
of Education in Hukhari Cabinet, March to May 
1939, Ijiter became Director of Government Agri¬ 
cultural Hint In September 1941 became President 
of Council and Minister of Finance in '“indepen- 
deni” Syria under (he presidency of Sheikh Taj ed 
Din, as proclaimed by French. Quarrelled with 
President over latter** financial requests anil with 
French over non-granting of various concessions of 
form to independence. Because of his rather stub¬ 
born and limited capacity was on bed terms with his 
colleague*, whom lie was unable to pull together. 
Was undoubtedly pro-British, but was very indiscreet 
in falling under the influence of unworthy coun¬ 
sellors. He gave his enemies a chance to attack 
him because he openly proclaimed himself as 
opposed to (lie feudal landlords and because, 
although mi,serially honest, he provoked law* to 
benefit himself in small ways In April 1942 he was 
forced to renfO in rather unpleasant manner, after 


defying ihe President, and reverted to former employ- 
mem as Director of the National (.Syrian.i .Agricultural 
Bank until July 1944, when he retired. Since then 
he has criticised the actions of the President of the 
Republic and the Government in letter^ and memo¬ 
randa and has been outspokenly m favour of a 
Hashimite monarchy in Syria. Applied to visit 
London al Lire same time as the Emir Abdullah early 
in 1946, but was not granted u visa as his visit did 
not come under any category admissible at the time 
and it was not considered desirable to make any 
exceptum. Failed in 1947 elections. 

48, Hakim, Hifcmel d 

Born IS90, Obtained M.D. at Instaubul College, 
served in the Turkish army during the First World 
War and settled in Idllb, where Tic practised. 
Deputy for fdlib 1926. 1936, 1943 and 1947. Minis¬ 
ter of Public Works m Fares Khoury's second 
Government. April to August 1945, and again ia 
KhouryN third Government, August to September 
1945. Minister of National Economy iu Jamst 
Mardam's linsi Government, December 1940 to 
October 3 947. mid Director-General of Mira. 
Elected second Vice-President of the Chamber of 
Deputies. October 1947 Appointed Minister ol 
National Economy in I94S, Used to be a member 
of the National Wise, hut hu* not joined t3ic fc 1 alio ml 
Party, He is not very impressive and has uxi.illy 
held office because he has tew enemies. He is 
respected for his honesty and succeeded in making 
a number of reform*; to clean up the Ministries of 
which he was in charge. 

49, llaktbi, Fuad 

Bom Damascus about 1905. Sunni Moslem. 
Married U> an Alassi of Homs; formerly civil judge 
m Da ninscus and Homs, Appointed Acting 
hfohilie ol Homs I*>42. confirmed in October old 
maintained in office by Saadullah JabnN Govern¬ 
ment. Reputed honest ws judge, and showed him¬ 
self an astute and capable administrator. After bis 
definite appointment as Mohufiz, however, he dis¬ 
played political ambitions and showed himself reluc¬ 
tant to take a strong line when notables were con¬ 
cerned- Appointed early in. 1946 as Administrative 
Inspector at Ministry of Interior. From December 
1946 Director of Tribal Vflairs but was sacked in 
1949. 

50, 11 uni ic h, Aral 

Horn about 19113. Educated m Damascus. 
Studied law in the Damascus School of Law. 
Member of the Court of Appeal, having been 
appointed io this post in year 1936. Head of die 
Damascus Municipality in April L'>4Z until early 
3 945, when he was appointed Government repre¬ 
sentative on the Council of Slate, From June 1947 
Secreiary-Ge«ll] Of Prime Minister's office (he is 
a brother-iudaw of Jamil Mardaml, Organised 
Damascus Spitfire Fund. Member of a welbkoowa 
Damascus family churning descent from the 
Prophet Mnhamcii. Given King’s Medal for Ser¬ 
vice in the Cause of Freedom in 3 947, Popular, 
pleasant, well-mannered and well educated, but 
father weak. 

51, 11 ^iri. Mohumcd Khrir 

Bom about I960., The most influential sheikh in 
the Hauran. Considered a large landowner. After 
the entry of ihe Allies into Syria he was one of the 
principal agitators for the co-ordirunion of the 
TTauran with Transjordan, During the suinmer of 
1942 he wav a leading figure in the move for a 
Haurani Mohatiz. His name headed the telegram of 
protestation vent to General Collet on 20th 
August. 1942. complaining of Husni Rarari's. high¬ 
handed method for the collection of wheat this 
telegram, demanded Rurari's resignation under threat 
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of non-co-operation with the O.C.P, Frequently 
travels to Damascus, where he has dealing;? with 
political pefsodafici. Deputy for Esraa. Hauran, 
1943, and again in 1947. 

Literate, but not educated. Politically eotucious, 
ambitious, and willing to run with the bares. 


52. Hariri, Wahbt el 

Bom in Aleppo in ! 907. received a secondary 
school education. Until 1939 was a small contractor 
and truvinevsnuan in Aleppo, with connexions m 
Turkey During the war he very rapidly increased 
his fortune contracting for tin? French and Rriti.sh 
uiiu:. ■-. end ‘-uilding. whar is now the largL-si textile 
faotofv iii Syrci. Gave the price of 3 Spit life to the 
British in 1942. Fleered. Deputy in 3943 PT1 SitadLEah 
Jabri's list and in 1947 on the list of the Parliamentary 
popular Party Appointed Minister of Finance in 
Jamil Mardam's Government in October 1947, i,s 
on good terms with Jamil He is, a clever business¬ 
man with few scruples, but hav no knowledge of 
Government finance or of currency matters, ’ He 
drinks heavily, and is disposed to talk frankly with 
ilk* British with whom he believes his commercial 
interests lie 

Alleged lo be a strong earlv supporter of Colonel 
Zflim nftcr the coup if£tat: his ncvvsp.'ipcr AHf Bu 
was consistently pro-Zasm Hiv financial dealings 
during the Zamt period are now r under investigation 
by a special committee, and his property has been 
sequestrated. He himself has vanished, 


S3. Haft-m, Dr, Anwar 

Born 191 13 , An Aleptne Christian educated in 
France, graduate of law' from Parts University, 
Teacher of French l.itemlure at the Tajhiz School* 
Damascus, 1933- 36, Secretary to Prime Minister 
3 937-39. Assistant Chief of Diwan at Prime 
MinisteeA Office 1939-42. Director of Propaganda 
and Social Affairs April 1942 April 1943. Chief of 
Service m Prime Minister's Office April 1943-May 
1945. Director of Prime Minister's Office Mu. 1945. 
Appointed Second Counsellor ut Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs March IH6 in addition to his other post. 
August 3^47 ncnr on mission Eo London and was 
eu,-'t of FTritrih Council for a month. Intelligent 
and ha-N accurate idea of the indficicocv of'the 
Syrian Government. A supporter of Jamil" Mardam 
and n friend of Munir Ajlani, lie ha-s froq jeetly shewn 
himself willing to provide fnformation to His 
Majesty^, l.egation, 


54, Sl awash. A/i; 

Alawite Bom about E8S5 Chief of the 
Mawwiraji tribe living at Safita. His family for- 
tunev, never great, have diminished to such an extent 
that he has to rely on his tribe iwhich is not rich) 
for financial support. Commbstire of Police in 
Beirut ouster Turkish nigirtic Resentment of favour 
shown by French tn other Alamlte leaders mode 3iim 
tlirow jn his lot with the Nationalist Mac. and he was 
made Mohufiz or the Haurnn (19391 and subse- 
UiientLv of tlie Damascus province whence he was 
retired in 144! Lived in retirement at Safiia, and 
was arrested by the Vichy authorities during the 
bailie of Sv ria Later released by Fighting Trench, 
who did not. however, recard him a. reliable. Hts 
aliunde to the British’ was equally unreliable 
Arraled and interned I May 19411 for alleged contact 
wilh Axis By many hi-, arrest was re^^rded as a 
slit teal move by the French against the 
nliona lists. 

A man of many marriages Lav ish, educated, btu 
nf limited intelligence, .stubborn courageous and 
popular irt spite of hxs poverty. 
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55. Huy uni, lauhq 

Svifini Moslem. Bum about 1S95, rrom Aleppo. 
Kaifliaksm of Donmu in 1925 and Governor of 
Ha uni n. 1930. Secretary to the iyiian Government 
after the dismissal of Sheikh Taj ed Dm 1 .19321, 
Acting Governor of Damascus during the elections of 
April E932, President of the Municipality of 
Damascus. 1936. and Mohufiz of Damascus. Dis- 
missed March 1^42 and shelved in Council of Stare 
whence he wav recalled tvi become Dircviuj-Ge-neral 
of the Interior on the dismissal of B.Lhij ul K ha lib 
Oi-i'-l Gettibcr 1943. Having quarrelled with his 
Minister tLuifi Hal Tar) was appointed Director- 
General oi Posts and felegniphs August 1944. A 
pleasant person and has shown himv’lf to be 
co-opera me particularly m putting through contracts 
for British firms for telecommunication material. 
Standard telephone-, contract for example, Has 
represented Syria on several occasions ai Arab League 
Communications Committee. 

56. HUM, Sheikh Abbud al 

Bfjrn about 1914 Son of Sheikh Jcdsan al Hitfel, 
the weak and stingy Sheikh of the Agaidat. Sheikh 
AbbuJ wa'. elected "Deputy for Mcyadmc in 1945 and 
again in 1947. Speaks Arabic only but h intelligent 
anti h*4 the personality to command the respect of his 
followers. -As he is stall young and untried he is apt 
to reyjrt to force lo assert himself, but h not by nature 
turbulent. His popularity is on the increase amongst 
the Agmdal. 

57. Hjndieh, Grvgotre 

AflUCuran Catholic Archbishop of Aleppo. Bom 
I §95; Educated in the Armenian Seminary in 
Rome. Member of a wealthy Aleppo family with 
political connexions. A brother was at one lime 
Msnider of Finance. Formerly known as a Franco¬ 
phile; after his brother 1 * resignation from the Finance 
Ministry he became a vehement critic of the French 
Administration in Syria, and iatcr became juii as 
critical nf the Syrian Nationalist Administration 

A prelate whose in teres Li arc more temporal than 
spiritual and who i-; not much trusted HvcitiEv. 

58. IJiunam, Cekinfl Sami 

Mtukia, ln>m 1S99 in Afeppt>. E .ruered Military 
School, Con^uminople, in t9ifi. After graduation 
wa - posted to the Caucasus front, where his courage 
a Lit aetd 9tt c mil 1 n Joined Syrian gendarmerie in 
1921 In 1^24 was irausfcrred lo Synan Legion of 
the French army in the Lcram. Prome’led captain 
1 1 133 In IU45 fought agaiuM the French and 
attacked and •'ccunicd Alcpp<.> barracks, Protnoicd 
major l^4 7 rnrnmandtitf nn infantry kiitalion 
during the Palestine War in I 'MS, Promoted licut.- 
coioucl in August in recognition of service^ 
during Palest ire War. Appointed Coumtamler of 
1st Brigade in January (949 As- -.ted Husiij 
in the latter's mup i/ 1 £tat or 30th March. 1949 pro¬ 
moted brevet colonel in April E94 < J. Staged coup 
d'£u:i on 14th August, 1949. which overthrew Husnu 
Zsim and resulted in death of tlusni £su«i and 
Metis in Bares fora 1 A Became Commandcr-in-Chicf 
Army and Armed Forces on 14th August. 1949, and 
president of the Supreme War Council which handed 
over government to civilian Cabinet on 15ih August 

A fat. rather stupid officer without personality. 

59, IIIraki. Hlkmal 

Borti about 1B9J. Prominent Moslem landowner 
of Maarot-en-Normn t Aleppo regionV No political 
career, but < (ways friendly to the French. Is a 
farmer and on very good terms with the Bedouins of 
his dritrid and wfiF his own tenants, hem? kindly. 
Became Minister of Ravitaffieroenl in the FLi^sttn a) 
Hakim Government 1 September 1941 to April 1442), 
again in Husri BararFs Govcimment < April m? to 
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January £945i and again in Jenul Ubhi f $ Govern- 
ment (January 1943* io March Wav also 

Appointed Assistant to Jemil Lbhi as President of 
the Wheal Commission, Deputy 3943 for Maarehen* 
Nornan and again in 1947, Shrewd. 

<0. Huibiv FdmuutJ 

Bom 1901 Son of Albert Hooky, educated A,U.B. 
Switzerland and England, private banker with 
mietfcit an i.gvpi, who JlJ lucrative business with 
Turks during lire I ,J I4 war. Was. Syrian Minister 
of Finance (Mutch to October 1936). Member of 
Syrian delegation for the conclusion of [he Franco- 
Syrian Treaty in 19.36 Elected Nationalist Deputy 
for Aleppo* December 1936. Tool unofficial charge 
of L.r,' Briu-ih Consuiale at Aleppo during 1941 
esaeuntdan mid has always been outcpoi.cn in his 
Briilih sympathies Wi mode honorary Commander 
of [he British Empire April 1946 appointed 
Minister of Finance in Saa-.Uillah Jabri s chard 
Govemmem wlie:i he instituted investigation into 
irregularities in Finance Ministry, Failed in 1947 
elections on President's list. Was appointed Syrian 
Minister to London m J une J 949 by Flush! Zuiri'i and 
continues to hold Hut post. U intdligenl and 
pleasant* if somewhat indolent, 

*1. Horaai. Akraiu 

Born Kama abouL 1915. Sunni Moslem. Lawyer. 
Extremist t ffdtf r tvf Youth Party ot Harm. Joined 
Iraqi revolution 1941 at head of a small number of 
young men: mm German commission in Homs, and 
Aleppo. Deputy 1943. and Secretory of Chamber of 
Deputies Intelligent and h.’is. considerable influent 
over young men. including sons of notables, in spue 
of his anli-fcudal view-. Was engaged in active 
notation against true Feudal Party (GhaJcb Aim, 
Abdul Oauer KaiNu fov.}) and escaped arrest 
loyc; . with kail Mslqi (41.v,l only by intervention 
of the Prime Minister (February 19441 A leading 
me'iK*: i : ■ i'."isi;Lritio-n.il Liberal Party and a 

most active critic of ihe Government, Proprietor 
and chief editor of El Yaqia first published May 
lv4fc—which from the just is,ue has .idopted a 
violently anti-Tin mb attitude, and is notable even 
amongst Syuan new-papers for tin.* inaccuracy of its 
oewv Re-elected Deputy for Hama 3 947. Member 
of Parliamentary Comtiiuticmal Party 1948. Actually 
fouc!;t for sis week- with volunteer* in Palestine early 
19-(8, arid urged severe measures ui Government. 
An iniiniate counsel -.ir of Zaun in Hie early days of 
the cotip ii fitat or March 1949 jml is said to have 
been responsible for manj of die reforms which were 
then initiated- Bruit e with Zaim and after the litter's 
death became Minister of Agriculture in Hashcm 
ALivvis Cabinet oT August 1949 in which he seems 
to be the most dynamic mem her. A man wit h 
considerable drive but vain and irresponsible. 

6L Huh hi. Yahaiuia 

Burn about tS8S at Jczirat ibn Omar, Turkey 
Educated at Catholic College in Mosul, where he 
worked as leach cr and preacher* and Inter wav score- 
tan i > flic C itholic Mission. Syrian Catholic Arch¬ 
bishop of the Jeurnh, A confirmed supporter of ihe 
Nationalists, and later of the Separatist Movement 
in J climb Wen! to Paris an 1937 with Ihe Syrian 
Catholic Patriarch. Cardinal Tappount, .ind tw- 
cccdcd in securing from die Frtrnt i Government 
certain additional safeguards for ins, community in 
Jcorah, but wu* obliged to remain in Bcmil for a 
time in 1938. In 1939 was again COdOected with 
the Separatist agilatfoo in the Jcarirah. which con¬ 
tributed to the downfall of the Nationalist Govern¬ 
ment in July 1939 During Vichy regime in Syria 
was pro-A3 tv and helped Allied troops during the 
occupation 1 194]' A keen churchman and an asltite 


politician who ably protects the interest* of Ins 
flock. 

63 , HtmunJi, 3 i-diaund »l 

Born Deir cz Zor about IS90, Sunm Moslem. 
Rich landlord and cx-president Saleh of Dcir cz Zor 
Churn ber of Commerce. Part-owner of Dm ez Zor 
Electricity Company and owner of several pumping 
engines along the Euphrates. Was a supporter of 
National bloc and linked with hfahumcJ ei Ayesh 
(ijf.v.L being one of his scrongc^L supporter HL 
son Oasini wa* elected Deputy for Detr ez Am 1943. 

64, iiuraiki, Bishop, Ignuuoii 

Bom about 1you. Greek Orthodox Bishop of 
Hama, A* uiual Willi Levant ecck.tia>LK$, more 
interested in politic than church matters and tries 
to get hii tinger m every pie Flays off Moslems 
aguinsi French Supporter of Nationalist Woe, was 
elected vice-president of the Committee for the 
Defence of Palestine at the Arab Conference in 
Bludan 1937- At meeting at Aleppo (Jlst Novem¬ 
ber. 1942} to commemorate Hnnano. Nationalist 
hero* made a speech to the effect that there were no 
minorities. This roused uproar in the Christian and 
French circles, A speaker of repute, in July 1.94? 
warv sent by Patriarch Lo Brazil, where he addressed 
ev-palliate Syrians. 

Clcvct and unset upujous. 

65, Ibish, Nun ,J 

Born about lft95. Educated it A,L r ft. and 
Cirencester Agricultural College. Appointed by 
Saadullah Jabri’* Government to be Director-General 
of Tribal Affaire (March 19441 tin the cession of 
the Tribal Department by the French to the Syrians, 
Resigned November 1946, Elected Deputy for 
Damascus 1947, receiving highest number of votes 
cast, which made hint aspire to the Presidency. H is 
spcit! u great deal of money on the improvement 
of ht.v farm near Damascus. Was co-opted Minister 
of Agriculture in Husiu Zaim's two Cabinets and 
worked hard to retain his Ministry, 

66, Ibrahim Pitdis, Khalil Bey 

Born about tlJ88 at Vcranvhriiir. in Turkey. 
Sunni Modem Nurd, chief uf Milli tribe, but dis- 
daimcd by many rUi.d Kurds as there i^ a large Arab 
clement in the iribe, Studied in Istanbul: speds 
and writes Turkish and Arabic, Wealthy landowner 
in Ras cl Ain; in his time has sided "with Turks. 
Kurds, Arabs. French, British and Germans: a com¬ 
plete bandit and dbuhkserctfacr, but posscssev con- 
si derabtc ebartn. Elected Depusy for Hussetchtj 
1943. but failed in L^47 to secure re-election. 

67, lugli/j. Imam 

Uorn 1913, Educated Arocrkan Univcrsiiy of 
Beirut Litd law College, Damascus. A friend or 
Ssbri ct V-nli it/.v_) r in whotc ollicc he was from 
1937 to 1939. Practised as ,i lawyer from 1940 to 
1991, when he was nppointed head of a IX'partment 
at Gac Presidency. Was known to be a sympariiiscr 
with the League of National Action and is though) 
lo have been mued up in the Shuhbandar murder. 
Visited London. November 1 945 , one of the sttrrc- 
tarics to the Syrian delegation to ihe preliminary 
meeting of (he 1 niled Nation-, Organisation Con¬ 
ference, nml returned favourably ’impresved with 
British intentions. Member of Syrian delegation on 
United Nations Enquiry Committee to Greece and 
Balk-io HLaies, January 1947 Adviser to S>Tian 
delegation to United Ninons Assembly* September 
1947. Acting Secretary-General tif" PrcMdeney, 
February 1 1948. Member of Syrian Delegation to 
t mled Nations Assembly m Parts in 1948. Was 
arrested and subsequently released by Husni Zaim 
in April 1949. F now out of a job. ‘ Speaks excel- 
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lent Enghsts, A sonicwliat overfed and gross man, 
and white on (he surface ea>j to get on with, lie is 
probably mu too reliable: he i.-,. however, eertainly 
loyal to Sbukri OuwjlL. 

68. bdiaq. ^aid Sk'i 

limn 1897, Syrian Griliodox Christian, i Jected 
Chrcsnmi Deputy lor the Jezirah in !937 T despite 
the opposition of the Syrian Nationalist*. Deputy 
for waimisnli 1943, Controller of the Chamber of 
Deputies 1^43 ^4, ihougJi formerly one of die 
lenders of the Separatist movement in Jczirdi, now 
jiUpports Syrian unity. Failed 1947 eSeecio- 11 - 


69. JuhL Dr, Kuslidi 

Boin Daumscus i9t‘2. Sunni Moslem. Doctor 
or medicine of American University of Beirut 1426, 
D«v;Lor to Damascus Municipality 1936, U more 
interested in social and political activities than in 
medicine, Since early l^ZP’s has been ustuvaatod 
wiffi Ali Dandoahi (i/.r.). in Syrian Scout uwiveineht- 
Member of League of National Action < 1936} and ,>n 
good terms woh Nationalist bhn\ who made use of 
Jabi's scoul-, for political demonstrations amt propa¬ 
ganda, Implicated in plot against the security of 
the State and Babi} fll Khalib [July 1.939) and fled 
the country to Transjordan, where he established a 
clinic in Amman In his absence was sentenced to 
twenty years' imprisonment and twenty years’ 
banishment, and only returned to Syria in i94l, 
when diargcs against him had been Jrtipped. In 
1942 appointed president of Higher Scouring Com- 
miticc ami participated in movement <0 uppwc 
atlibaiiosi of Scouts with Sy ian Ministry nf YoutJi 
ii:-d hclpe-1 Rashid Ali to itiiike hi- journey to Saudi 
Arabia 1^45. EventualEy came to terms and was 
iKHTiinaicJ head of Higlicr Scout ComnnLtee His 
brother Jamil (now del unciL also a member oi the 
League of National Action ia Gcrmanophilc<, flcii 
tlic cemntry on the Allied occupation. After the 
failure of private practice in Dnmescua 

Dr. Rushdi secured the appointment tif Director of 
Health in Lsttahia (April 1944), Sent to En gland , 
September 1946, on 1 rued ten! mission. Appointed 
Director of Health m Aleppo early in 1943, 

Appointed Secretary-General of Ministry of Health 
in May 1949 and, since he N an efficient organirer, 
may well be able to pul through his p r L-claimed inten¬ 
tion of rctnoddflng the Syrian medical system on 
British Sines, lias acquired a good reputation for his 
work in connexion with Palestine refugees. 


7(1. Jubn. Ili-an Bey al 

Burn Aleppo a binit lS)i5. BroUic- of lire late 
Saadullah a I. Jabri, Depuiy fo; \leppo in ihe Parlia¬ 
ment at Constantinople during die Turkrih regime 
and for .1 (ime aide-de-cimip io the Sultan, ReturueJ 
to Aleppo after the war and proceeded to Damascus, 
where he was Chamberioin to Ks:nLuisat during die 
latter’s short reign. Fled with King fa rial at (he 
time of the French occupation of Damascus first 
lo Falextine and then (o Iraq, In 1924 he was 
delegated by the Syrian Arabs to go to Geneva 
to uphold the cause of Syrian independence at the 
League of Nation* Ln comp,nr. with the Druse 
leader, the Emir Shakib Arslan, Sentenced by the 
French lo permanent banishment from Syria and 
remained in Europe working for Syrian inde- 
pendenee from 1924 to 1937 . Amnestied in April 
19J7 ami wav Mohaftz of L;dakia in November 3937 
to April 1939, Wn actively associated with bread 
strike;- in Aleppo. March 1941 Arrested by the 
British in Aleppo in September 1942 as potetitially 
dangerous, but released in September 1943. Failed 
in 1947 ejections: pro idem of the Aleppo branch of 
National Party 1948, An enthusiastic Nationalist 
of influence who still has personal ambitions, 


71, Jabri. Mefd tui Din Boy 

Ijorri in 1910. son, of Kcni.il Ucy Jabri and nephew 
of SajdLilian Bey Jabri; married to Hale, daughter iff 
Ihsori Bey Jubri 1 brother of Saadullah Bey), 
Educated m Aleppo and for five yearn a\ Robert 
College. Uanbu!. ipenl three years. 1932 to 1935. in 
United States (B.A.. liliuo. Univcisity) where Ire 
Mudicvl engineering. Sencd for six \e4ra io the 
Public Works Dep.oHlteat of the Palcuiuc Govern- 
mcnl_ and seconded for service in Transiordan 
11937 43). Secret ,1 ry- Gene 1 a I of Aleppo M un idpal uy 
1944 45 and Frcsidcnt of Lire Municipality since July 
1946. Took office as Minister of Public Works in 
Khiilod d Azm r s non-party Govcmmcm of Dsem- 
ber 1943. Although invited by Husnt Zaim to act 
as public work> adviser he refused and w as apparently 
against tire regime. Alio refused ihe post Minister 
or Public Works in Has (uni Atusfs Cabinet 
August 1949. Well educated, proctkal, moderate ami 
less susceptible to part} and family rnflucsicci than 
most Arabs. Devores fib. lillk spare lime lo exploit- 
ing his rathef'- many csl»tci. Speaks excellent 
English and goLid French ; the main hope for the 
future of [lie Jabri family, 

11. .hibbiira. HaoaLn Ik-x 

Ah wile. Born about 1S9? j[ Atcxamlretta, where 
he was educated at (he French College des Frtres. 
W'orked in the Deutsche Prlesiina Bank and on ihe 
Bagdad Railway before the 1914 war. After the 
armistice of |9|3 lie supportetl the French, and m 
1942 was appointed Director of the Finance Depart¬ 
ment in the Sanjak of Alc.tund.retm. Went to 
Geneva in 1937 lo assist the League of Nations 
experts in drawing up the rtauik- of ifie anjak. 
Supported t' e Aiawire dement in the sanjak, which 
he Inis done much to organise l-snfltert from 
-\le^35ijretia in August l^Jg and appointed DtrceSor 
of Finance at ,Aleppo taler in that war. Appointed 
Diredttvr-General of Finance by Khaled el Asm in 
April 1941 and combined iFiis with the direct orate of 
Supply for one vim*. Inspector of Trad.' Disputes^ 
3943 ;; Minister nf RavitniHement in Fares Khcurfs 
second Government April to Angifitt !945. Minister 
of Ravitaiflenirnt in Fares Khour's third Govern¬ 
ment Aiigtirt to October 1945, Minister of National 
Economy and acting; Minister of Ravitaillenveot und 
GovcrnmcTvt Representalit <1 MIRA in Saaidullah 
Jabri's second Government October 1945 10 April 
1946 . aenng Minuter of Fmancc from December 
1945. Reverted to Drf,:ei.‘r~<Tir-ncCiil of Finance and 
appointed Government rcprcscntilivc n n Supreme 
Council of Corrirri-m InlcrciLs May 1946. Syrian 
rrprestoiauvc {April 1947) on fnicmulicaal Trade 
Organisation. Syrian dckjltate 10 Havana Con¬ 
ference on trade and employment November J947, 
Appointed Secretary-General of Ministry of Finance 
March ]948, On .extraI oocasitims represented 
Syriii an Arab League Financial Committee. Being 
born in the FI a (ay. he bitterly resettle its cession na 
Turkey, especiali;- as the Turks ronfLcaicd his 
property there. Until outbreak of war wav ^iIhwju 
cwji grata lv Turks. Was Minister of Finance m 
Kli ded cl Arm s Government of Dccembc 194* and 
again in Unsni Z^im\ Government of April I5N9. 
In this capacity was co-operative fit obtaining s-c:rt - 
ture and ratification of tire Middle East Pitw; Utic 
con veil 1 ionv Ha-, now rev on off 10 Supreoie Counol 
of Common luiwesLy 

An Able t’mancier and believed to be honest, 
though he has been accused in the pres* of being 
party to ririndil imreulatitles in (he Ministry of 
Finance. A timorous personality, although of 
Stubborn character Not liked on account of his 

coldness 

731, Jueid, Mbhimlrd: 

l^orn ibout 1H35 Alawite. Chief of ihe Rasha- 
winah section of the Kalbiah tribe living at Salhah 
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in the Masiif district. E* very popular with has 
tribe. Owner of exteftsiVG properties on winch he 
h-is rccenlEy redeemed the mortgage Is paid by die 
S • n.j: Tobacco Monopoly to suppress tobacco 

smuggling, hut is believed, nevertheless. to help 
smugglers On b.u.1 terms with Suleiman Muished 
;e iIcjul til ih* Abbas and Km] Iwulics. 
Deputy lor Masiaf in Syrian Parliament. 1937* 
Middle aged. calm and reasonable, kept on £,ood 
terms wi[ti the Administration and the French as he 
considered this io be sn the interest of his tribe 
\ ir 'his reason the other leaders in AbwiEC area and 
in Syria regard him as spineless, Elected Deputy 
fi.-: Masiaf 1943, and again in 1947. 

74. Kabbar*, Sami 

Born Damascus 1904- Sunni Moslem, Doctor of 
law of Montpellier and Geneva. Diplome of the 
** Ins ti fill dcs Mauinv Etude 1 * de Droit Inter- 
naitorul.'" Chief Clerk to the Speaker of the Syrian 
Parhameni 1932-33. Owner and editor of news¬ 
paper At NidaL 

As a personal friend of the lute Dr Shah bandar, 
is opposed hi the Nationalists Although he Tailed 
to be elected in TW3* he secured the most voles 
of any non-Nationalist candidate. Led the poll in 
I “47/but rarely attended Chamber because he got 
little support for his advocacy of a broad-based 
Government. Acted as adviser 10 ifciim in the early 
days of the coup jf jf/ar bui quickly thought better 
of" n and resisted /aim's repealed approaches. 
Became Minister of Justice and Health in August 
I94 lJ in Hashim Atsssi 4 * Cabinet 

A well educated man and noted for his integrity. 
Is a possible candidate for the presidency. 

75. kaiLuii ALrani 

Bure I4!i5. Speaks English and a little French- 
His family owa village of Ueil Sawa in the Damascus 
Chou Li. Helped Shukri Qmvaili in HE elections 
on whose list he hoped to appear for election, but 
he djd not da so ; became dissatisfied with the present 
regime, Suspected of having helped Kaschiti Ah to 

8 3 to Saudi Arabia. In 1946 was actively touring 
yria contacting notables throughout the country on 
behalf of King Abdullah and reporting somewhat 
over optimistically cm the successes attending his 
effort- Since then he has been running a Greater 
$•.:i.i bureau in the L:banun. and has kept in con’ 
stan touch with supporters in the Levant Slates 
and with King Abdulla, He is 4 petty intriguer with 
Ittllc personality. 

76. Kaikani. Saadi iShami Pfrl 

9orn about i l "J4 sn Damusciis. Brother >. f ALrani 
KaiLuti (<jr.r.v Made nn secret of his admiration 
for the Germans, and after the British occupation of 
Syria in 1941 reappeared in Wa^imlun where he is 
known to have stirred up tribesmen to min in A 
rebellion fpinst: the Afghan Government, Was 
found in the British Zone of Germany in the mil mini 
of I945t reprenemaiiotw were made by the Forcagn 
Office in the War Office that all possible steps should 
be taken to present him returning to Syria. The 
Imli i Office took the cmie view ns Tcpidv India. 
He (V! 1 retted to Damascus, however, in July 1946 in 
a French ’-hip. Tailed in L447 ejections. As a 
result of high gambling and election expenses his 
finances arc shaky A cruel and ruthless person of 
considerable ability, who would probably be ready 
to support any regime from which he could expect 
to benefit 

77. kalias. Bahij 

Bom in 1917 at Hama, Graduated from Fftvna 
C.'ffrv in ! ‘*2? and. in 1926 entered the Military' 
Academv Became 2nd lieutenant in 1929, jTr 
lieutenant in 1933, captain in 194L muior in 1947. 


lieutenant-colonel in April 1949- In 1947 he acted 
as mill Ears assistant to the Syrian Co mmandet-i Et¬ 
ch id. Op 1st March, 1949. a month before Zui.m*i 
coup d'Etat. he became Assistant Chief of Staff and 
Deputy Commander-in-chief. In this capsciiv he 
played an important pan in the overthrow- of the 
Kuwaiti Government. For some weeks he seemed 
to be one of Zaun's closest advisors. Later he fell 
out of Favour. He was a member of the 14 Higher 
War Council" which arranged the overthrow and 
execution of Zaira in August 1949, Since then he 
Iks remained in the Lebanon where an attempt to 
assassinate him was made by art agent of the family 
of the late Muhsin Itaran 

He is a Christian and complains that for that 
reajiou he has to work harder Ehan a Muslim in 
order lo prove his loyalty. A capable staff officer 
perhaps somewhat unbalanced through overwork. 
Moody, occasionally friendly rind not trusted except 
by his fefiovi Christian officers and the French. 
Speak, Enoch and Arabit- 

78. knyalfi Qbd urrflhjlLa® 

IL^n ISE l Ji>. Educated in the American University 
of Beirut Married into the Mudarre* family. King 
Faisal's Chamberlain at Dwtim Prominent 
Nationalist but inclined to preach moderation. 
Elected Natbmlist Deputy for Aleppo in 193ft. 
Minister of Education and of Justice: in the former 
Nationalist Government. Went to Geneva in 
December 1936. to pul forward the Arab ebon for 
Alexandrcttu. Sent from Damascus to Aleppo in 
February 1937 to apologise to the French for the Iron 
Shirt - Li sh w!ih the Trench Gendarmerie. Minister 
of Education and Junior in the second Jamil Mar- 
dam Cabinet fJuly 1937 to February 1939k Minister 
of National Economy in the Lutfi Maflar Cabinet 
(February to March 1939). His moderate party was 
swamped in July 1943 elections by Sudullah Jabfi. 
but he was eventually elected himself and was 
Minister for Justice in liaadullah Jahris first 
Government August 1943 so October 1944. Minister 
of Justice and Minister of Public Works in Fares 
K Noun's !i r:t Govern merit October l l U4 to April 
1945 Since he left the Government he has become 
a leading member *4 the Constitutional Liberal 
Party and has lest no opportunity of attacking 
succeeding Governments in the Chamber of 
De-pjties. fiaifinv: m 1947 electrons, but ;iil| aspires 
to be Prime Minuter although bk main Fntcrert ties 
rspw in, ■scheme foe the economic development of the 
north of Syria. Ptvskiem of the National Party in 
1949 Hk inHuL-nce is probably less than mD.lir he 
cxpeeEed. Inldhgcul, but ttol m-iSterful, 

79. keeala. HudoJphe 

Born IfSSS in Cairo. Roman Catholic. Doctor of 
law of Paiiv I iwycr for the Damawruv Murdcipality 
1931-39, Was owner ond editor (Assisted by hiN >on 
Ardrdtof Dumuscu:. Frendi language daily Le Vtafin 
which was ■ up pressed after the eve ms of May 
1945 to reappear in French for one day ihrcc months 
later but wav finally converted into an Arab language 
daily 1 1 1 -n January 1946. D.N.B. at 

Damascus from 1938 to beginiflg of war Supported 
Axis whenever it paid him in Vichy year. Dm 
assumption of power hv Nationalist, Govcmmcm in 
1943 showed fnmself a French tool. Left Syria in 
J94S and ha- not }ct returned, 

Complete r-pportunisl and clever lawyer. 

WJ Kektiia, Ruvhfll 

Bom 19(55. Belongs to it well-known middle-class 
AL’pjv Moslem family Studied bw at Damascus 
Cnivenlty. Elected Deputy for Aleppo, Decemlwr 
197ft, ^ became known for tils vehement speeches, 
in ihc Svrian \-.i-nihlv. Resigned from tile National 
(Wc,V, starch 1939. Deptm for 5lcppo in [°43 m 
opposition lo both the Jabri and K-tyali groups, and 
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remained imposed to Hum in PAriiaatCAE, ie-elected 
in 1947 on list of Farfiamenury Constitutioiuti Pany. 
A man oF viim; c-haractcr and sCriOUinevS of pur- 
pow but not much brain , but is known and ad’ 
mired as a man >incereh devoted, to ..'OiistituE.LU.nal 
practices, which lie carried wilti him into the 
Popular Party whose leader )i£ became in \ugust 
1943. His opposition to l::l Mardem and Khal’d el 
Mm Cabinets in 1948 and hi-s obstinate refusal to 
4 !<:u.xU(c !ii,3:-;]1 vi.ill tha Z fi.il .-41 rile his. inade 
him cxtremelv fh.)pukiT, After [he overthrow of 
Zdim he aceeptal the posr o,' Minisur of the 
Interior in Hu’iim Aiassi'v jv.viumiruntiv itipuiar 
Party Cabinet. 

31. kfiunkAd;. r.iiVat. Umu.-CDluavl 

B^vrrt 19(1-3 in Damascus of Kurdish origin from 
khaiu^uiii. 1 ducared Amcnean University of 
Beirut and in Damascus Military School. Studied 
St, Cyr Military School and dsewhcrc in Prance, 
Appointed 10 Chief of Huff's Ottive rn Beirut 1936 
and to First Bureau of Troupes Speeialcs, Beirut, 
1942, Assistant Officer Command leg Coastguirds 
1944-45, Rc&igncd from Troupes Sp^ciales just 
before events of May 1945 Officer Commanciiiig 
Desert h'orce. June 1945 April 194ft Appointed 
Chief of Stall S>nan Army, April (94ft hui was 
shortly afterwards ported as commander of ihe 
1st Liw.i- rook no known pan in (h* amps dtuu 
of 1949 and h now seJ^scj- on equipment to the 
Syrian army. Speaks French,. Turkish, and a III tic 
English. Due-, not belong to any political party. 
Nn very impressive* bui well-deposed 

82. klialib. Buhij Bey *1 

Born. uNiut [g9j ip the Lebanon and educated m 
the American College. BeiruE. Appointed a Govern¬ 
ment tlcrk in Fa lull's AdmmiaratKxi (1919-20) and 
went to Palestine on the occupation of Syria by the 
French Me returned in 1923 and obtrinctl a rninoe 
Governnienl post. Durinf the revolt of 1925-26 
Bahiji Bey verged in the Ministry of the Interior and 
earned the reputation of being a pro-French official 
He afterwards served under Sheikh Taj cd Din in 
]92$ and as private secretary to Hiuiqs Bey al Ann 
in L932. EhiK incurring the displeasure of the 
Nationalist Party Hie was then ->eot as Mol»fiz to 
Deir cz /.or until 1 934 . when Sheikh Taj cd Din, 
once more Prime Minister, appointed him Admint- 
strativc Inspector in the Ministry of eKl- Interior. Me 
also filled the posts of head of the municipality and 
Director-General of Police. Sn 3 937 the Nationalist 
Party, who had come into power, dislodged him on 
account of his alleged pro-French sympathies. Me 
was* however, retained in Government service on 
French insistence and did mudi to quieten down the 
iiituaEion in (lie Jebd Druse, where he went as 
administrator in November 1937, Did equally good 
work in the Jcrirah in 1939. When Nationalist 
Government under Jamil Mordain vm dLs-volvcd and 
the Constiiuiion suspended, he became i9lls July, 
|939| l J rcsjdcnt of the Council of Directors, a 
Government of civil servants. 3Je administered 
Syria wisely and efficiently until April 1941. when 
the council was. replaced by the K haled al Arm 
Govern rive fU, In June 1939 L i group including Najib 
and Munir Rjyos, and believed m hnve been hired 
by Nation* I bis, plotted to murder him. but the plot 
was discovered and culprits arrested, They were 
subsequently icleased at the orders, it is believed, erf 
the Italian' Disarmament Commission (Novemhrr 
1941V). During the Khaled a 9 A^m Government 
Bui!in occupiiM his old post of InspfCtor-GencraJ of 
the Interior, but on formation of Sheikh Taj cd DitCs 
Government f.Sepicmbci 194 ti he reluctantly (on 
French pressure) accepted appointment of Acting 
Minister of Interior. Had several disagreements with 
the French over their non-implement!lion of promise 


of independence and with the PrcddenL over 
his mterterenee with internal departmental affairs, 
k l . hen Cibinet was rdeemed after full of Haj$an al 
Hakim 11*4th April* 1942 1 , Dahi? agaia icvgtied to 
post of Inspector-General, Shortly alter the acces¬ 
sion to power of Nationalists in August 1943, wo* 
first relegated to pail of Mchatu r of Danrascus 
Fiovinec and later placed on retired list (October 
19433. Withdrew to Lebanon and told by 
Government not to reEum to Damascus, as they 
feared mrn to he a French tool, alleged 10 have been 
included in trio Ouisitng Government whicts was 10 
have been set up after the menls <,vf May 3 945, He 
is younger hcotltcr of Sliciki I u.id al Khalib, 
prominent lignre of Arab revolt, and later councillor 
to the Emir AbdulGh <4 Transjordan, a itreai Arab 
paid and Anglophil, 

He has earned the unusual reputatLon of being a 
painstaking and honest public servant Speaks 
Frcncli and ! iiglish iluentlv Nat above political 
intrigue, far which lie is well placed, owing to his 
wide contacts. Returned to Syria during the Zaim 
regime, 

S3, khutiii, Miihmmid Sobhj 

U' T.i 19JI Studied in Syrian clemcntan, schools. 
Showed an interest in social affairs from an early age. 
Began his career as a labourer in :l textile factory. 
There he oreanried the Hirst Syrian trade union in 
1929. He devoted his leisure to study nml the 
spread of the trade union movement By 193$ he 
had created unions in several trades, in Damascus, 
In 1937 he succeeded in winning official approval 
for a Syrian Labour l aw En 1^46 he canted fits 
work a stage further by obtlining the passage or two 
important decrees regulating wages and working 
hours. Since 3933 he has used fo-urnalrini ^ .in 
instrument in his struggle. His main contributions 
have appeared in the local magazines of which he has 
been editor at various times. 

He is a non of high principle, intelligent, indus¬ 
trious and slightly self-effacing in company, 

W, Khoja, Hamid 

Born 1907 of a family of religious teachers, Edu¬ 
cated al the Franciscan School at Aleppo and at the 
Teachers' Framing College, Aleppo. Studied law in 
Paris, where he obtained hiv degree Deputy for 
Raqqa 1932-36 and again 1943, "Appointed Kaiim- 
knnt 1937 first at Ziwiyeh and then at Jcrablous. 
A kadtng member of the Constitution*! Liberal 
Party, be railed in the 1^47 elections as the result 
erf the intervention of the Syrian President in favour 
of his own candidate He is therefore hostile to 
the President and Favours King Abdullah His 
mil Lienee might prove important in the tribal area 
where he is the recognised political leader of n 
number of inffdcntinl tribal slicik>. Has shown 
rearfirtcv^ td cooperate with the Britinh and is an 
agrcefcble nml cultivated individual 

SJt, khnuri. F*m ■! 

Born about IS75. Brother of Faiz Khouri f^ r v,J. 
Lducntcd al American College at Beirut Was. a 
dragoman at British Consulate, DlUUSais, from 
lR9u to 1909. member of the Turkish Parliament 
in 1913 Lawyer Minister of Finance under Faisal. 
when he discreetly lined his pocket Minister of 
PuS^Eil Instruction under Pamad, 192ft. Dcporttiti 
some months later on suspicion of assisting rebels, 
thu* winning martyrs crown of gjory and confidence 
of Moslems, Well-off Chairman of board of 
directors L>f National Cement Company l was pro¬ 
fessor of the School of Law. but resigned in 1941; 
legal adviser to the municipality until 1942* when he 
passed it to his ton Stilun] Took leading part in 
the general strike of 193ft Went to Pans in March 
1936 as member of the Nationalist delegation to 
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negotiate i Fra^cO-Sy run treaty. Deputy. Decern - 
bcr 1936 Elected President d! the rhasnb.-T of 
Dtputio .Speaker) on list December. . IW in 
recognition of his scrv-tces to (he Nationalist hloc in 
live ireaty negotiations. From fall of Natiaaifirt 
Government in IW. played nu tefivv part in politic* 
until: E'MG, when he was re elected Deputy hy a 
bare majoritv mid again in 1947, President of the 
Chamber August !V4' to October 1944 and again 
October J945 to October 3 946. Prime Minister and 
Minister for Interior and for Education. October 
3 .44 to April 1945. Member of Syrian Committee 
which <.;netl Charter of Arab Leslie. March 1945; 
Prime Minister April to August 1945 Head or 
Svtiaji Delegation tn Foiled Nations Qnpni$ati«l 
C‘. lferertcc at San Francke.) Apt! 1945- Prime 
MinjiL August to October i J t5 Hcnd of Syrian 
Delegation to Failed Nations Organisation Con¬ 
ference at London. November 1945. and to Round 
Table Conference on Palestine in London August 
1946 ansi to United Millions General Awembjy 
Scs^.m October 1947, Syrian Representative on 
Swuritv Council December 19#6-4fL Since his 
return to Syria lias enjoyed the position of revered 
elder siateman but has refused to accept any 
mintsUTial fw.t- Although he gave Zaire'* regime 
his blessing he criticised what he considered to be the 
unconstitutional nature of some of Zaim s acts. Is 
a prudent and skilful, ir unscrupulous, politician, 
who is, despite his religion, on good terms with the 
Moslems and not with the Christians, Talks 
excellent English A likable but ohiiituic old man. 
but Ms uc and heart trouble have made him in- 
cah.d-le of withstanding liic rough and tumble of 
SvrAfi politics, 

S 6 . Khouri, Faij fll 

Horn aomit 3>S9t. Greek Orthodox, Educated 
by Irish Presbyterian Mission, ni American Colin 
Beirut, and a! Lrev School. Istanbul, Originally 
Protestant, but converted to Grtlmdoxy in 1935 av 
latter community had representative in Chamber 
and ProtrslanL ii.ul not. Elected to the Constituent 
Assembly. I92S, a 1 - mouthpiece for his brother 
Farts i;/ v.J. Noted Nationalist. Dean of the 
F .u lu of tiajR Ll Ito 71 in i nn-rrsny, Damascus, 
from year 1941 to 194?. Nationalist Deputy in 1932 
with great following among university students. 
Played a leading part in the first session of Parlia¬ 
ment and again during the general strike of 1936. 
Re-dee led Deputy m December 1936. Head of the 
Damascus Bar. 1936 to 1940 Minister of Finance 
and Acting Minister for Foreiun \ii.tirs in the fifteen 
day iiiimstry of Lulii Hiffor* I9J9* Minister for 
Foreign Vfair* under Nissan al Hakim, September 
1941 to April 1942, and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Minister of Finance itt Humil Barazi Govern¬ 
ment fApril 1942 its January 1943j. Took strong line 
with the French over concessions of form to Syrian 
independence, but unsuccessful, In agreement 
with Lebanese, struggled to obtain control of 
l " Intercb Gammons. Framed budget for 3 942 
balanced (on paper! with proceeds from new taacs 
on income and agriculture. Was president of Conn 
mission superieure 10 monopolise Syrian wheat, and 
displaced considerable energy and courage? Was 
attacked by landlord*. Ac., as being a Christian and 
corrupt, and forced to resign presidency of Wheat 
Office in July 1942, When Jeaiil Ulihi replaced 
Husni Baits IS Prime Minister (January 3943) Fai* 
Khouri gave up the Ministry of Finance, retaining 
onlv the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, one of the 
reasons for this being that it Was fell that, as a 
Christian, lie wav not in a strong position to enforce 
taxation projects Tie remained in office until the 
fall of the Ulshi Government, March 1943. Hk 
association with the non-parliamentary regime of 
1941 4? brought him into disfavour with the 
Nationalist. who refused to Include him on their 


electoral list. He stood as an independent and 
foiled, retiring to Beirut where he remained for a 
year. Appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to Moscow 
April 1945: remaining there for a few months only as 
Acting Director-Genet*! Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
October to December 1945. Placed on pension 1946. 
Appointed Syrian Minister to Washington. Turn; 1947. 

1 f.*aJ of Syrian delegation 10 United Nations 
Assembly, September 1949. 

\ man of moderate political opinions and con¬ 
siderable intelligence with undoubted ambition but 
has the reputation of Iscing difficult to work with. 
Speaks good English and French. Despite hsa 
religion, ss on good terms with Moslems, 

87. Kim, All al 

Born 1895 Akvvite Brother of Ibrahim {q.yj. 
Director of the Interior in the Alawite Administration 
1939-43. Wu-v exiled by Free French, together with 
Shawkat Abba* for some lime during The summer 
Of L94J, but later returned lo his position. Was 
dismissed in January 1943 by Damascus Goi em¬ 
inent. I he Abbas family tend co defend him as they 
use him for Ids influence over his brother Ibrahim 
fnqr.t-.il, who feats him. I ncoulh* unintelligent, dis- 
honest, tactic intriguer. Detested generally. 
espeeiaUy bv Christian*. Refused a minor Govern¬ 
ment post early in 1943 and has been disgroruled 
ever since, 

8 ft, Kink Ibrahim 

Born about l&SG. A twine* of peasant sioelt. Has 
risen 10 ihe leadership of the 1 ladidin tribe during 
the last twenty to thirty years having wrested it 
from the Al Hamid family Appointed president of 
Ahiwite Vdniinistrativc Council in 1931* In l ,J 36 
opposed rhe union of the Afawite Province Willi the 
Syrian 5ute and Alawire representation in the 
Syrian ParHimcnl Sin« ]9LM hati backed the man¬ 
datory Power, and was on rood terms with the 
Abba's family (4 v.L let E943 he led an election 
campaign a^timcl the Mohaffc of Latakia, and as 
n result failed to be elected in his own Oa^a of Jebd. 
By lime serving [voEitics and by Tobacco* hashish and 
even arms smuggling, has aecilmufiled both land 
and wealth, En politics, was openly opposed 10 the 
National bloc. fflufT, more diplomatic than hts 
brother All. ill-educated, but shrewd ami popular 
owing to his lavish generosity and hospitality, 

89. j km Mikliael >Uehd 

Burn Aleppo I90U Greek Orthodox. Educated 
American University. Beirut, Profevsc.H an extreme 
form of nationalism. Was vecreturv at Aleppo of ihe 
National isi Mac before he was elected Deputy for 
Aleppo in July 1943, In August 1945 he organised 
a large number of Deputies u> present a petition to 
the President of the Chamber asking for the resigna¬ 
tion of Fares Khoun's second Government. August 
to November 1945 Minister for Foreign Affairs in 
Fare* Khouri \ third Government, April 10 
December 1946 Minister of Public Works in, 
Saadullah J atari's third Government Failed in the 

1947 elections on the President’s list, bill became 
Minister of National Economy in Jamil Mar Jam's 

1948 Govcrnmeni. Speaks some English and French 
and ha> shown himself anxious to be wdl regarded 
by the British. He is an assiduous political intriguer 
and enjoyed Saadullah Jabri's support taut otherwise 
appears to be stupid and incompetent, 

90. Muvanni, Abdul Jiadi Iko Abdullah 

Modem Born about 190$, A Homs mere bant 
and local representative of the Shell Company. A 
fcdoubtable leader of the National bloc, and former 
chief of the Nari inspired Arab Guard: \m a con¬ 
siderable reputation for physical courage and 
Xenophobia, Commanded a troop in Ibn Saud’i 
Waiuitai columns against the Hashemite forces during 
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c last war, later fought against the French in King 
; 1 Nil's desperate rearguard action in Messalotm: 
ok part in the revolution of (925. fighting in Fawri 
nwakgiN forces ni ElJfjhn-ta and Etuiilhck. after- 
jrds joined the National bloc and Is suspected of 
iving l-skcn part, financially if not pefsonally. sn 
th ljjc Palesiine and Iraq rebellions Interned m 
36 by the French and was again interned in 1942 

r sccuritv reawns: released in 1943. 

Maaianmi, llaj ^abimiill 

Born, Homs, about 1905 of humble family. Sunni 
Icttltm, Chemist, Extreme Naiionalist who, by 
jmagogie mcthixls. aetjuired political influence, 
evident of Muslim Orphanage* Homs, and was 
Cal secretary of National bloc. Nuttoullsf 
cpuis* 1936." Several rinses imprisoned between 
me and October 1942 for harbouring Palestinian 
bek. Owns and edits At Duim. a newspaper in 
cm-, and enjov- the protection of Shukn OuwatL 
MM. 

t, Mahu\in* Said 

Born about 1885, Poof Damascus family. Eda- 
,ted Cunsianritvcple, Lawyer. Minister of Interior 
adcr Taj ed Din* 1928-30 Rigged elections to 
e Constituent Assembly* 1928. Was attacked by 
ationalists and jettisoned by Taj ed Din. A pre¬ 
ssed monarchist and attack* the prevent regime 
1 c\ er.v DCCftiricm. Head of the Damascus Bar i 194B 
I 1942k Professor of civil law in the Syrian 
rtiversity. One of the best lawyers in Damascus 
partner of Sami Midanif, 

L MuJoyao. Hninf. Colonel 

Armenian Catholic Born Istanbul 1895: graduate 
Istanbul College: teacher Military College Istan- 
,i1 1915-16. Took part in 1914-18 w r ar with 53rd 
urkish Division lit Ghaza. Chief of the Armenia a 
'ivision in the French army at Beirut in, 1918- As 
®ond lieu tenant took part in occupation '.T Adan« 
id Cilicia: promoted to rank of captain 1918; was 
^pointed to Syrian Ciendirmerie at Aleppo, Acre 
id Antioch 1921 to 1925, dun tig Syrian revolution 
a-* rimatfeiTod so Damascus 1925-26 in charge of 
endarmeric Transport Compirity: from 1935“37 was 
fficer Commanding, Gendarmerie Hama, Deir-c?- 
or and Euphrates. 1939 4| Ollkcr Cotnniamlmg* 
•endarmerie, Damascus. MohafaztiiL 1942-45 wav 
romoted to rank of lieu.tcnant-cokniel and appointed 
"lllocr Commatiding* Gendarmerie. First Legion,, In 
.Ligusi 1945 was promoted to rank of colonel and 
ppointed acting Commandanl-Gcncriil of Gen- 
armeric. He took no part in the coups <f £iat of 
amt and Kinnuwi ahhouah he could easily have 
1 shed in. He was retired after the seoonxi coup 
fiwr in .August 1949. He speakv Arabic, English, 
reneta, Turkish, Greek* Italian and Armenian. 
Extremely able and intelligent and it w r as largely 
pc to his capabilitv that the Syri.in Gendarmerie 
Is been reorganised arid has reached p reasonable 
andard of elfkicncy. 

He luix showm himself ready to co-operate with the 
rilBh .luthorities and at times is indiued to be loo 
ietully for the good of his repuration as a Syrian 
Briak 

I. M mm'.tali, llnj Fateh al 

Bum iibont 1890 Member of a wealthy Aleppo 
loskm familv, Notorious pro-Turk during 1914 
ar. but Joined ihrahim Hanano in the rebellion 
hbh he organised against Ihe French and fought 
ith him till 1921, when he escaped to Turkey, where 
r owns villages near the JSynan frontier, and settled 
1 Ga*i Ainuip. Opted for Turkish nationality :icid 
still twrxona grata to the Turks, in whose interest 
■ is still reputed 10 be working* despite the gratitude 
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lavished on hun by ihe Svrian Nationalivts. 
Reiurivccl to Aleppo in April 1937 on the proclama¬ 
tion of the amnesty and wa> accorded u triumphal 
reception, Is now'living quietly. 


95, MiirdiiU). tloirlllT Bev 

Brother-in-law of Jamil SLtrJarti Bey. Born 
Damascus. 1898 . Graduated from Law School. 
Damascus. L923. Married Damascus Christian and 
went to France to study law for several years, 
Secretary to municipality 1929-30. In 1936 
Kabntkajn at Ma'am. January 1938 1 Nationalist 
GovcTdmen 1 1 "chef du protocols in the Foreign 
Office and in March 1938 appointed Acting 
Mohafiz of In July 1939 Kaimakam of 

Idlib In August 1941 appointed Mohafi?- of Homs, 
where he remained until June 1942. when he 
was dismissed because he was .suspected by Syrian. 
Government of carrying information |o French. In 
August 1942 he was appointed to f oreign Office a* 
“chef du prbtcKolc." Mohafiz of Hauran* April 
1943 to March 1946. when he W*S transferred to the 
central office it the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, but 
refused to take up his post as it wa$ graded lower 
in. rank than that of Mohafiz- Whili: Mohafiz of the 
Hauran he was suspected by the Government of 
being in suspiciously close couch with Amman, but 
was the first to ‘'clean up" French in 1945. when 
he seems 10 have chown energy, courage and ability 
to handle a fluid situation, and tircnnes', tempered 
with justice towards a defeated enemy* Appointed 
Syrian Minister to Jedda in March 1947, Recalled 
in June 1949. 

Mildly Nationalist in politics, pleasant and open- 
minded, but rather lacking in energy. 


96. Mantem. Jamil 

Barn about 1890. Nationalist member of Consti¬ 
tuent Assembly 1^28. Deputy in 1932 fthd Minister 
of Finance Was a member of the Nationalist dele^ 
gallon that went to Paris in March 1936 and became 
Prime Minister and Minister of National Economy 
December 1936 to July 1937. He formed new Cabi¬ 
net July 1 937 , bm hr'. Government was attacked, 
notably bv Dr. Shahbandar ;ind Munir Ajfctni, over 
the 1936 Franco-Syrian Treaty. Rdutiom between 
Mardam and Stiahbandar continued to deicriorale 
until ihe former was forced 10 resign. He and hiv 
Cabinet were openly accused by the press of great 
corruption and peculation. When Stuthbandar wiv 
murdered in July 1940 Jamil Mardam was accused 
bv the Shuhbanoari&ts of Lompliciiv and* witli a few- 
others, lied 10 Bagdad. Was in Bagdad at beginning 
of Rashid Ah revolt (May 1941), but is believed to 
have evened moderating influence on rebcls. 
Rctumed to Syria May 1941. 

In January 1942 be went to Egypt, and. on his 
return, tried to provoke a political crisis bv pre¬ 
tending that he enjoyed live confidence of the British* 
who had asked him to form a Government. He 
repeated this tftanccuvre with greater Lnsistenre in 
June 1942. As 1 result* the Allies obliged him to 
hvc in the Lebanon and a comnuintqud was issued 
condemning his action. Elected Deputy in 1943 and 
in 1947 on Sluikii Ouwatlik List Mirts-itff for 
Foreign \tfairs and presiden t of Cereals Commission 
in Sa’adulbh Jalvrik lirsi Government, August 1943 
10 October 1^4-3 Synun reprcreiBative on the Com¬ 
mittee of Foreign Minister* of Arab Con nines which 
met in Cairo in February 1945 to draw up Arab 
League Charier- Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
for IX:fence and Government representative to 
Supreme Mira Council In Fares KhouriV first 
Government. October 1944 to April 1945, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and for Defence in Fare-. Khouri’s 
second Government, April to August 1945 : Acting 
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negotiate a franco-Syri-in treaty, Deputy. Deoem- 
her I93f i.Uxied President of the Chamber of 
Deputies !Speaker) on 21st December, 19? 6, in 
recognition of his sen ices to the Nationalist Hoc in 
• i-'iiv negotiations. From fall of Nationalist 
Govern men l in 1939. pLiyed no active part in politics 
until 1943, when he was re elected Deputy by a 
hare majority and again in 1947. President of the 
Chamber August 1943 to October 1444 arid again 
Oct- 'h - 1945 to October 1946. Prime Minister and 
Minister fof Interior and for E ducat ion, October 
3 U to April I^45 Member Of Syrian Committee 
which signed Charter of Arab League, March 1945; 
Prime Minister April Id August 1945. Head of 
Syrian Delegation to United Nalioti.5 Organisation 
C 'n'c.-cncc at San Francisco April 1945. Prime 
Mini ter August to October 1945. H"ad of Syrian 
DcL-gailoa to United Nations Organisation Con¬ 
ference ji London, November 1^45. and lo Round 
Table C’onJ':rei>ee on Falcsihie in London August 
1946 and to United Nations General Assembly 
Ses^m October 1947, Syrian Rcpfcseitfitivc on 
Security Council December i ! 4f 4K Since his 
return to Syria has enjoyed the position of revered 
elder oatetnan but has. refused to accept any 
ministerial post- Although he gave Zaun's regime 
ht& blessing he criticised wh it he considered to he tlte 
unconstitutional nature of untie of /aim's acts- Is 
a prudent and skilful, if unscrupulous, politician, 
who b. despite his religion, on good terms with the 
Moslems and mat with the Christians.. Talks 
excellent English A likable bat obtiihrtc old mart, 
but lirs age and heart trouble have nrnde him In¬ 
ca tv Kr of withstanding the touch and tumble of 
Syrian politics. 

86, Khnuri, Fair al 

Rom about 1891. Greek Orthodox. Educated, 
by Irish Presbyterian Minion, at American College. 
Beirut, and at Liw School, Istanbul. Originalty 
Protestant, hut converted to Orthodoxy in 1935 as 
latter consiminity had representative in Chamber 
and Protestants had not. Elected to the Constituent 
Assembly. 192 ft, as mouthpiece for his brother 
Fares (^.v.i. Noted Nationalist Dean of the 
Faculty t>r Law at the Syrian University, Damascus, 
from year 1941 to 194?. Nationalist Deputy in 1932 
with great fcUbwinf among university students, 
Flaved i leading part in the first session of Parlia¬ 
ment and .igaifl. during the general strike of 1936. 
Re-elected Deputy ia December 1936, Head of the 
Damascus Bur. 1936 to 1940. MinKicr of Finance 
and Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs in the fifteen 
day ministry of Unit llatfar, 1939. Minister for 
Foreign Affairs under Ha wan a I Ha kirn, September 
1 l) 4l April 1943. and Miniver for Foreign Affair* 
and .Minister of Finance in l-Tu&ni Barazi Govern- 
menE (April 1942 to January 1943), Took virong line 
with the French over concessions of form to Syrian 
independence, hut was uimtooessful In agreement 
with Lebanese, strangled io obtain control of 
“ Irudrets Communs." Framed budget for 1942 
balanced (on paper) with proceeds from new lane* 
on income and agriculture Was president of Com¬ 
mission supv.ncure to monopolise Smart wheat, and 
displayed eottsiderabk energy and courage, Was 
attacked by landlords, Jte„ as being a Christian and 
corrupt, and forced to resign presidency of Wheat 
Office in July 1943. When lentil L'lshi replaced 
Husni Ban?i as Prime Minister tJanuary 1943) F ate 
Khoun gave up the Ministry of Finance, retaining 
only the Ministry for Foreign Affairs; one of (he 
reasons for (his being that it was felt that, as a 
Christian, he was not in a strong position to enforce 
taxation petojea* He remained in office until the 
fall of ihe UTsht Government, March 1943. His 
association with the non-parliamentary regime of 
1941-43 brought him mio disfavour with the 
Nationalists, who refused (0 include bun on their 


electoral fist, He stood as an independent a 
failed, retiring to Beirut where he remained for 
year. Appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to Moso 
April 1945; remaining there fora kw months only 
Acting Director-General Ministry for Foreign Affai 
October u> December 1945. Placed on pension J9- 
Appointed Syrian Minister to Washington. June 19+ 
Head of Syria u delegation to United Natic 
Assembly, September 1949. 

A man of moderate political opinions and cc 
viderable intelligence with undoubted ambition l 
has the reputation of Iwing difficult to work wt 
Speaks good English and French. Despite 
religion, is <m good terms with Moslems 

87, Kinj, AH •! 

Born IS9J. Alawite. Brother of Ibrahim Uf.' 
Director of the Interior in the Alawite Ad mini strati 
1939-43. Was exiled by Free French, together w 
Sltawkat Abbas for some time during the sumn 
of 1941. but later returned lo his position. W 
dismissed iri January 1943 by Damascus Govei 
merit. The Abbas family tend to defend him av th 
use him for liri inlluBscc over his brother Ibrah 
b/t .i. who fears him. Uncouth, unintelligent, d 
honest, tactless, intriguer Detested general 
especially by Christians. Refused a minor Govo 
mem post early in 1943 and has been disgruntl 
ever since. 

SB. kinj, Ibrahim 

Born about ItiStt Alawite, of peasant stock. F 
risen to the leadership of the Hadadin tribe duri 
the last twenty to thirty years, having wrested 
from the AI Hamid family Appointed president 
Alawite AdmmNtraiivc Council in 1931. In F- 
opposed the union of the Alawite Province with i 
Syrian State and Alawite representation in 1 
Syrian Parliament. Since 19IS has backed the ntt 
dator^ Power, and was on good terms with ( 
Abba- family (</.v.S. In 1943 he led an clecti 
campaign against the Mohafij of Latakia, and 
a result failed to be elected in his own Oaza of Jeh 
By time-serving politics and by tobacco, hashish a 
even arms smuggling, has accumulated both In 
and wealth In polities was openly opposed to 1 
National Hoc. Bluff. more diplomatic than ' 
brother A|j, ill-educated, but shrewd and popu 
owing to his lavish generosity and hospitality. 

«V, I iaa, Milt had Michel 

Born Aleppo 1900 Greek Orthodox. Educa 
American University. Beirut. Professes an extre 
Form uf fLitionaJivny Wav -ccreLji-. at Aleppo of 
Nationalist Mw before he was elected Deputy 
Aleppo in July |94?. In August 1945 he organir 
a large number of Deputies lo present a petition 
the President of the Chamber askirvg for the resig 
non of Fares Khouri s second Government. Aug 
in November 1945 Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Fares RhourT* third Government. April 
December [946 Minister of Public Works 
SandiiH, nil JjbrtS third Government. Failed in 
1947 elections oil the President's list, but been 
Minister of National Economy in Jamil Marda 
I94S Govcrnincnt. Speaks some English and Fre 
and has shown himself anxious lo be well regar- 
by (he British. He is an assiduous political in tog 
and enjoyed Saadullah JabrFii support but others 
appears to be stupid utid incompetent. 

99. Maasarani, Abdul Ihuli lien Abdullah 

Moslem Bom uinjui 19(15, A Homs mercti 
and Eoc.il representative of the Shell Company, 
redoubtable leader of the National Hoc, and fori 
chief of the Na^c-inspired Arab Guard; has a t 
side ruble reputation for physical courage 
Xenophobia. Commanded a troop in Ibn" Sai 
Wahabi columns against the El as he mite forces dm 


the last war. later fought against the French in King 
Feisut's desperate rearguard acuon in Mcssaloun; 
tDitk part in the revolution of 1925. tifhting in Fawzi 
Kawakgi's forces at EI-Ghota and IkinEbek, after- 
ward.-* )DLFied the National Hoc and is suspected of 
having Liken part, financially if not personally, m 
both the Palestine And Iraq rebellion*. Interned in 
1936 by the French and was again interned in 1942 
for sccuriiy reasons, released in 3943. 

91. Maasarani. Haj .SuLiimun 

Born. Homs, abou.1 1905 of tiumbie family. Sunni 
Moslem. CheiuriL EMremc Natiortalist who. by 
demagogic methods, acquired political inf! me nee. 
President of Muslim Orphanage, Homs, and was 
local secretary of National bioc. Nationalist 
Deputy. 1936. Several times imprisoned between 
June and October 1942 for harbouring Palestinian 
rebels. Owns and edits At Du ho, a newspaper in 
Homs and enjoys the protection of Shirkn Ouwatli 
(qv,). 

92. KaimvlA, Said 

tlorn alx>ut ISS5, Poor Damascus family, Edu- 
caicd Consianuoopfo. Lawyer, Minister of Interior 
under Taj cd Dio, |92ti-30. Rigged elections to 
the Constituent Assccnblj. I92S. Was atuclked by 
Nationalists and jettisoned by Taf ed Din. A pro¬ 
fessed monarchist arid atiauks Lhc Resent regime 
on every occasion. Head of the Damascus Bar (1940 
to [94!]). Professor of civil law m the Syrian 
University. One or the beet lawyers in Damascus 
(a partner of Sami Nlidani) 

93. Mukiyun. HranL Cornel 

Armenian Catholic, Born Istanbul IS95. graduate 
of Istanbul College; teacher Military College Istan¬ 
bul 1915-16. Toot pan in 1914-1® war with 53rd 
Turkish Division at Ghaza. Chief of the Armen iaa 
Dtvhion in the French army at Heirui in 1918, As 
second lieutenant took pan in occupation of Adana 
and Cilicia; promoted to rank of captain 1918; wa* 
appointed to Syrian Gendarmerie at Aleppo, Acre 
and Antioch 3 921 to 1925, during Syrian revolution 
was iransfcrred to Duma?,cu^ 1925-26 in charge of 
Ciendamierte I ransport Company; from 1935-37 was 
OlTiccr Commanding, Gendaritienc llama, Dcir-e?- 
Zor and F.uphrates. 1939^43 Officer Commanding, 
GcndinmTEC, Damucm. Mohufatei 1942-45 was 
promoted in rank of lieutenant-colonel and appointed 
Officer Commanding, Gendarmerie. First Legion. In 
August 1945 was promoted lo rank of colonel and 
appointed acting Commandant-General of Gen¬ 
darmerie, He took no part in the coups tff.tat of 
Znim and Hinnawi. although he could easily have 
cashed in. Fie was retired after the second coup 
dT-ljnf in August I94v». He speaks Arabic, Luglssh, 
French. Turkish. Greek. Italian and Armenian. 

Extremely able and intelligent And it was largely 
due to his capibititi that the Syrian Gendarmerie 
has been rcorcanisod and lias reached a reasonable 
standard of efficiency. 

Fie has shown himself re&dj to co-operate vnih the 
British authorities and at timev is inclined to be loo 
friendly for the good of his reputation us a ^oiian 
official. 

«4, Maras hit. lUj Vtavh m3 

Born about I&91J. Member of a wealth) Aleppo 
Moslem family. Notorious pro-Turic during 1914 
war. but joined Ibrahim Hanaro in the rebellion 
which he organised against the French and fought 
with him till 1921, when he escaped to Turkey, where 
he owns villager near the Syrian frontier, and settled 
in Gtti Ainlap, Opted for Turkish nationality and 
j» still j'ersona t;mia to the Turks, in whose interest 
he is still reputed to he working, despite the gracisude 
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lavished on ham by the Syrian Nationalists, 
Returned lo Aleppo in April 1937 on the proclama¬ 
tion of tiie amnesty and was accorded a triumphal 
reception. Is now livmg quietly, 

95. Mardanis Elaliter Bey 

Brother-in law^ of Jamil Mardwn Bey Born 
Damascus. 189S. Graduated from Law School, 
Damascus, 1923. Married Damascus Christian and 
wem ra France to .study law for several years, 
Secretary to municipality 1929-50, In 1936 
Kaimakaih at Ma'amt. January 1938 (Nationslist 
Government! " chef du protocol M in the Foreign 
Ofllcc and in March 1938 appointed Acting 
Motiafiz of Jetirah, In July 1939 Kaimakani ol 
Idlib, In •\ugusi 1941 appointed Mohaik of Homs, 
where he remained until June 1942, when he 
w j. 2 i dismissed because he w-as suspected by Syrian 
Government of carrying information to French. In 
August 3942 he was appointed to Foreign Office as 
"chef du protocols" Mohalli of Hauran, April 
1943 to March 1946, w hen he was tnuufeCred to the 
central office at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, but 
refused to take up his post as it was graded lower 
in rank than thac of Mohafiz. While Mohafiz of the 
Hauran he was suspected by (he Government of 
being in suvpiciousN dose touch wilh Amman, but 
was the first to "clean, up" French Ln 1945. when 
he seems to have shown energy, courage and ability 
to handle a fluid situation, and firmness tempered 
with justice towards a defeated enemy. Appointed 
Syrian Minister to Jedda in March 1947, Recalled 
ia June 1949, 

Mildly Nationalist in politics, pleasant and open- 
minded, but rather lacking in energy. 


96. Murtiam. J an id 

Born about I89U. Nationalist member of Consti¬ 
tuent Assembly 1928, Deputy in 1932 and Minister 
of Finance Was a member or lhc Nationalist dele¬ 
gation that went to Paris in March 1936 ant) became 
Prime Minister and Minister of National Economy 
December 1936 to July 1937. He formed new Cabi¬ 
net July L937, but his Government was attacked, 
notably by Dr. Shahbandar and Munir Ajlani, over 
the 1936 Franco-Syrian treaty. Relations between 
Mar Jam and Shahbandar continued to deteriorate 
until rhe former was forced to resign. He and ins 
Cabinet were openly accused by the pre*^ of great 
corruption and peculation. When Shah bandar was 
murdered hi July 1940 JanuL Mardant wav accused 
by the .SbalibandansL- of &>mplicity and, with a few 
others, fled to Bagdad, Wav in Bagdad at beginning 
of Rashid Alt revolt (May 1 l Mlk but is believed lo 
hove eserted modenUing inffuenee on rekrts. 
Relumed to Syria May (941. 

In January 1942 he went to Egypt, and, on liis 
return, tried to provoke a political crisis by pre¬ 
tending that he enjoyed the confidence of the British, 
who had asked him to form a GovetruiiL'nl. He 
repealed this mawieum with greater insistence in 
June 1942, As a result, the Aliks obliged him to 
live in, the Lebanon and a communique wav issued 
condemning his action. Elected Deputy in 1943 and 
in {947 on Sluikri QuwallFs list, 'Miniver for 
Foreign Affairs and president of Cereals Com mission 
ia SaaduLlah JabriN First Government. August 1943 
ia Ociober 1944 Syrian representative on ihe Com¬ 
mittee of Foreign Ministers of Arab Countries which 
met in Cairo ir, February 1945 to draw up Arab 
League Charter, Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
for Defence and Government representative to 
Supreme Mira Council in Fares Khaim's first 
Government. October 1944 to April 1945. Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and for Defence in Fires Khouri's 
second Government. April to August 1945 Acting 
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Pm;-,- Minister during the Prime Minister's absence 
»t t. N.O. Conference in San Franci-^co and was 
therefore bead of die Government . 1 $ the timer oi the 
events of M-av 15i45, Appointed Minister Plenipo- 
tcrsti.irv to Cairo, October 1945, and also to .Saudi 
Arabia. October 1045. and presided at November 
[945 session oi Arab League, and oa wrverjJ other 
occasions has represented Syria at Arab League 
Meetings. Prime Minister and Minister uf Interior 
and Health December 1946 to February t 04 7. 
Prim; Mins ter and Minister for Fordgn r .Affairs 
April ^ 47 , Appointed Military Governor Syria 
IMh May, 1948. Minister of Defence 23rd May. 
I94& His Government wics forced [o resign in 
December I'MS by p ^t-Lifar demonstrations. Has 
since lived outside Syria belt might well return one 
day as President. 

boxy, stmple .iml a trimmer A man of great 
ambition and considerable ability, bul run very 
scrupulous in money matters. Is probably the most 
like I - of the leading members of t he old National 
Mx: to ally himself with a monarchical movement 
if he thought his interest*, lay that way. 

97, Mai/cr ilin Abdul Muhus «1 Jarirn. Sheikh 

Bora 19117. Ik came head of the in be of 
S'-.iLTurtar of Zorin 1907, when French recognised 
turn i'.iicad of Mishaal at Fare*, Distant cousin o{ 
Do bum ai Hadi (tf.v.i. who aspires 10 hi* place. 
Deputy 1936-30. In 1041 had contacts with German 
Armbfiec Commission in Beirut. Deputy in 1943 
and F 47 for Bardcil cl Jerireh. 

1 "f -• pc.i'.cftjt Ji .pc- ition and weak in character.. 
^ jv r iw .i ? v led by french. 

98. Mallei, Abdul Wiihhab el 

Elorn 1898, Graduated at Istanbul Engineering 
College and at the Bridges and Roods College, Paris, 
finer of lechnicil Bureau of Ministry of Public 
Merits 1923, but re digued 1 ri i ,J 2 ? .it'ter disagreeing 
with die French adviser and worked as a private con- 
tractor. Dtreetor-general ui the Hejaz Railway from 
February 1945. He k an intimate friend of Khalid cl 
Aim and runs an experimental farm as j hobbv He 
i'ncap.sfe and friendly. 

99, MldaaL Abdul Owin' cl 

Bom 19(3. studied m the French Engineering 
College for Bridges and KoaJv in Park in 1931 -32 
and, after graduating from the Law Collect 
Dampens, in 1935, practised as barrister Was a 
prominent member of jhe League <4 National Action 
am) was interned for a year at Kadriya in 1942 with 
othc- members of the I eague Secretary of the 
Lawyers indicate In 1934" Mohrtfcz of k/irch 
August 1945 M Janu .1 ry 194S He is an intelligent 
yuiirse nun and appears jo have taken a real interest 
in the work of admmj^tratiori of the Jcttireh, lie ri 
a loyal supportet nf Shukri Quwatli 

100. Mii|L Raff 

Bom II.kii.i ihout 1905 of humble family. Sunni 
Moslem Lawyer Eritreuie Nationalist and fomenter 
of riots. Very intelligent and has great influence 
° ver ihc masses, who support his anti-fcudal policy. 
Siiwerdy believes in bis cause Is prepared to use 
violence. Deputy for Hama 1943 bu| failed in 1947 
Jv Nvntte a leading member of the Cbttstitutionii 
Liberal Party and joint editor of AI Yoqza with 
Aknim Hottrani Hud a reputation in PirU* 

: nfrit Tor demagogic oratory, which in usually of t hi 
ni.*vi violent type directed a train*! someone or some¬ 
thing. 

IUI, Mirra, Lfialeb 

iLvrn in IS'J'Z. started m Government ■vervice as a 
GerL in the Ministry of Justice, later became » 
magistrate. President of the Court of First Instance 


and member of ..he Co an of Appeal. 1944-40 
Mohafcr of Deir-e?-Zor. 1046 4>: Director-General 
of Police. Mohafez of Hainan. 1948-19. He & a 
Kurd and h>s enemies look down on him for lik lack 
of education, lie was, however, a friend of Shukri 
Ouwaili. artd be has showed himseEf ruthless in 
putting down disturbances or dcmonHftilions hostile 
tn (he President. He is extremely deaf and speaks 
ver. poor Arabic. Turkish and Kurdish being his 
first languages. 

102, Mohammed. Said Agfia el 

Born at Aitlouda IK" 1 * \ Suniu Moslem Kurd 

and reJigiotts. fan*lie Write* sonic Arabic, speaks 
Turkish and Kurdish, Chief of Dafcotirieh tribe. 
Took a leading pari in Christian massacres in l■."r 7 - 
ik-J to Ifini, but returned in 1942. A letter exists in 
ms handwriting calling on Kurds in the name of 
their religion to fight the British. Elected Deputy 
for QuiriicliJic in 1943, Strong and unrulv, but 
irtfiiumtiul irt his district 

193. Mudjims, Mohjmcri Khalil 

Ikirn HtM, Member uf a family of wealthy 
Aleppo landowner: who have a perpetual feud 
with the Jabru tij.y.). President of the Aleppo 
Cotton Spinning Company. Moderate tn politics. 
Appointed Mnwio of Finance in the Ministry of 
Nussouhi j] Bukhari march Mav 10391 . Was 
several time consulted by Sheikh' Taj ed Dm in 
^ L w/ith a view to hi^ becoming a M mister m die 
Sviran Govemmeni, hut is reputed to have refused 
any office unless it was that of Prime Minister, He 
did mu therefore became a member of the Cabinet 
Ho; brother, Ahmed, wa-, dccteJ Depuiv l U 43 . 
Industrious and well respected; is a friend of Jamil 
Mardam Bey arid Ldmonel Hqsmi, 

104, Mukidn, Fuad 

Born in DatlHUCUs in 1W2. Studied law n Syria. 
Practised for four years a lawyer. Became a 
judge m 1926 and 4 member of the Hugh Court of 
Appeat later. Worked as a Secretary at ihc Presi¬ 
dency under Shukri OuwaUy. Became Sccretan- 
General i>f the Ministry of the Inter ior in 1948. 

Huhs foreigners ami is disliked by Syrian officials. 
He possOssCi a gift fttr making hinwetf' indispensable 
and managed to keen hi> post during (be Shukri. 
Zuim Govern incuts or 1049 He was dismissed tn 
the Atessi Government in August 1949, 

105, Mndiv n heil MnEmitl, V m!» 

Born iibout 1885 Bedouin chief, head o[ the 
Ffldaan Wuld irabe in [He Jcrirah nod Luphrate} 
region Given die title of Amir and awarded the 
Legion of Honour by the French in 1921 on the 
model erf the chiefs of ihc RuaEki. Deputy for 
JeHrah in 1936. 1943 and pH7. Has well-armed 
force-. 3 ml has been supported since 1920 by the 
French though he i% careful not to offend the British. 
Of considerable importance but unpleasant, cold and 
astute in character, likely to turn emy emergency to 
hi-, advantage Always wears Hack spectacles 'His 
ddcM son, NourL lacks his rmherV dignifv and otu|e- 
n«s. 

I flA, Muni bet, Jawnd el 

Bom 1905, graduated from the Law College, 
Damascus, and the Snrbontie 1925 26 secretary of 
the Mixed Tribunal* at Damascus, 1926 28 secre- 
tety of Damascus Municipal Council. 1928 -29 chief 
of Municipal Technical Office. 1929-37 chief of 
Diwan of the Administrative Governor of Damascus, 
1937 38 Chief of Police. Laitakia, 1930 40 Director 
in (he Ministry of Interior, 1940 41 secreter> of the 
Council of Directors arid Director of press and 
Informs lion, 1942 Mobil fez of Deire/Zof, Mt4iafe/ 
of Hauran for a few months in 1942, inspector of the 
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Muusiry of Inrertor 1943 45. Director of Admin is ira- 
lion -1 Ministry for Foreign affairs November (944 
to Mar Hi 1946, Molufcz of Damascus Province 
H4fi 49, Reverted lo Pilgrimage Diiectotate .%prr( 
1949. He has on several recent occasions been 
Director uf the Pilgrimage, Chough somewhat 
fanatical Moslem lie s> an active freemason and a 
leading brother tn the Scottish Lodge at Damascus. 
Strongly urut-ComuiurLHi. 

107* MuraiL Leon, 

Bom in Aleppo about 15KX) of .Armenian slock, and 
was 1 clerk in French delegation diere. On account 
of ins effidency in this capacit;. wns transferred 
to the High Commission in Beirut, where he 
remained on the economic iide. Director of 
RavitnitJenicnt for Syn-i August 1942 to December 
1943 during which perLd He is believed to have lined 
his pockets, Syrian representative m Supreme 
Council of Common Interests Jimmy 1944 to June 
I *-'46 Director of Syrian Mira June 1946 to January 
1947. Appointed Secretari-General of Muiiiiiv Jf 
Natipnal i-lconomy October i'>46. Showed himself 
suspicious of the two British advdcfs who iuhic- 
auiiuly left. Has the reputation of being efiletenl 
but difficult and disagreeable to work with 

IftS, Murhej, Farid 

Born Hama about Greek Ortliodox. 

Wealthy landowner of Hinui. who habitually 
indu3ge.v in smuggling. Cultivates friendship or 
Moslems, w ith whom he is weU «iahk>|ietL Enjoys 
support of Bivhop Hureiki li/.v.l, Deputy for Hama 
1941 and Controller in the Chamber of Deputies 
October 1945 to October 1946. 

An attractive personality hue entirely self 
interested, 

169. Murshed. Sheikh. LLik.m 

Born about 3 905. Bedouin chief. Head of the 
small hut predritory Saba's tribe iBtcinaO, which is 
usually encamped in the Sahmiych district. Deputy 
for the Damascus tribes. 1936 39. A sheik 1 1 after 
the novelist's heart. Generous to the poor but a 
fierce ruler. Realists That the nomadic life of the 
Bedouins is doomed so extinction and in now actively 
sedentarising hi* people. Fleeted Deputy for 
Palmyra tribal urea t943 and in 1947, 

110 . Many. Danwd Ahmed 

Born about 1885, Circassian origin. Clraml- 
fnthcr was Emir Mahmoud and Governor of Tripoli, 
Father w.v. bushro Be, and had Large estates in 
Beirut. \Mated Namy was sun-ir--law t*f Vbdul 
Hamid and retains, rsthcT niisuoniiMy, the title taf 
Da mad, although divorced Became Olid of State 
of Svria 1926-18 at n critical moment and worked 
conscientiously ai a policy of condfiition. The 
French High Comnii^ioner dropped him without 
ceremony and replaced him by Taj ed Dm, 
Supported Nationalist-; in the Advisory Council 
39>| gilll clings to the hope of britJf made King 
of Sy ria H:i«, far Je^s political influence than he 
Uliiri due to the fact that la) he lives in Beirut, 
fW he is .1 Circassian and not an Arab And fej he 
has 4 Christian wife. 

3Vef| meaning, dignified, perhaps a little fatuous, 

III- M/am ed Dta- VlnJul 

Hum 1903 in the Najssihain. Turley, where hn 
father was Katmakarti Flemenlary education Is 
recognised as a political leader nf Moslems in the 
Jtfrirah. Wan elected Deputy in 1943 with French 
support, but since then has professed strong indepen¬ 
dent Arab views, and was re-elected in 1^47 Owns 
lafy;e properties, from which he draws [fis income 
Reported lo have sympathised wiih the revolt of 
Rashid Ati in Iraq 

mm 


i 12 . Ouiumu. Ijqb 

Born absiui 1SS3. Residence Kliaraba. Greek 
Orthodox. Leading Christian of Jebd Druwr. 
Supporter ■ ; Ai ash fjuutly, wild u>e Mrn as contact 
cnaji. Was protege of Emir Selim cl Atrash. Edu- 
catiou Arabic only. Said to iw biiblard son of Siiibli 
Bey cl Atrash. ’ Sultan Pasha and Qitaint were 
awarded pension by Syrian Government (1942i for 
then par! in 1925 revolt. Deputy for minorities in 
Jebel Druse 1943 and 194&, 

Influential and Intelligent, An intrigltef who was 
viewed with great suspicion by the French; is in. close 
contact with King Abdullah on behalf of Lhc Atrash 
family, ProfcNses to be pro-British. 

113. Oudmaru. AEidul (ihmii 

Born I890, Enlisted in the Turkish gendarmerie 
and obtained a commission in the Turkish army 
1914 3H war. Held a number of posts in the Syrian 
gendarmerie from 1920 to 1942. when lie had risen 
to the rank of major. Mohafiz and Commander of 
the Gendarmerie, llama, 1942 43 Assistant Com¬ 
ma intcr-Gcneral of Gendarmerie and Director- 
General of Police. Mm eh December 1 '43. Pri’. ale 
A.D.C. to Shukri Quwsllu January 1944 to April 
1945. Inspector-General of Gendarmerie since 
April 1945, Appointed President of Gendarmerie 
Military Court-;. April 1948, A man of little educa¬ 
tion and stupid, but sly, and for several years past 
has been intriguing againvi bu superior, Coloitel 
Hrant Malayan {c/.i‘,}. 

114. Quilniani, 1 uad 

Burn Damans about 1900. » result of scr; ing 

as a deri. in a lawyers office, was "tolerated au 
a lawyer about 1920. Of no importance until he 
became member Of Shah bandar Parly in 1938. 
Remaining loyal to his chief, when latter w 4 $ 
murdered, he shared with (Gbil fi/.v.) the leudeiship 
of the party. 

Elected Dean of the Damascus Bar in October 1942 
to 1944 after elections, whose validity was challenged 
by hi* opponents, 

Not very intelligent and rather unpopular, and a 
very doubtful friend of the British, whom fie attacked 
at the time of the Palestine partition issue in ihe 
Security Council, Trie,I to organise an opposition to 
Nationalist Government. 1044. Elected president "f 
Confederation of Lawyers’ Syndicates June |046, and 
again in T947. 

115. Qt)dsL N»?eni 

Born 30(Mi in Aleppo. Lawyer, Active during 
troubles if February Resigned from 

Nationalist bloc March 1939 and 1ms uitiCc l>e<n tit 
opposition (0 the Wfflr, Considered suitable in 1941 
a- Britt -11 propagnndijit. but refused pay Suggested 
for position in Syrian Cabinet in March 1942, but 
Ml candid itune was ruled out by the Allies on 
account of hid past xenophebe record. Elected 
Deputy in July 1943 and in 1947. and worked with 
Rtishdl Kckhia as reasonable critic of Govern¬ 
ment: refused Cabinet rank. Minister Tlemptitemiary 
ic t niled States January (945 to August 194^. 
Member of Syrian Ddcgation io U.N.O Conference 
at San Francisco April 1945. Member of Syrian 
Delegation to U.N.O. Conference at London Novem¬ 
ber 1945. Prominent member of Parliamentary 
Constitutional Party. He realises that Syria cannot 
‘danet withoul friends and is working for closer rela¬ 
tions with Briiain ami Iraq. Appointed Minister 
for Foreign Affairs in Hsshitn Atassi’s Groernmeni 
of August 1049 

H 6 . ‘Quwafti, Shukri 

Rom about 1886. Supporter of Fatal. Dunns 
the rebellion of 1 925 afforded every a&isteirce to 
the rebels. He fled to Palcstme. but returned to 
Syria in 1931, Vice-president of the Nationalist 
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Mec at its irKcpLiirtL Made Finance Minister and 
Defence Minister (.combined) in Jamil Martlam’s 
Cabinet on 21 si December, 193b. As head of 
hi* own party (UttklalJ, but allied with the 
Nationalists. was bitter]y opposed to Council of 
Directors, but until French armistice (June 1940) 
did not take overt political action. He was m close 
contact with the Italian Disarmament Commission 
during the whote of their stay liere and was a con* 
stant caller on the Italian Consulate in Damascus- 
Met Roser, the German Agent, several times during 
the Jailer’s stay in Syria. On arrival of Allies was 
openly opposed to them and juJ^-d it best to go cm 
" pilgrimage <o Mecca (October I Ml), Went to 
Bagdad, where he was entrusted by Sbn Saud with 
various negotiations between Saudi Arabia and Iraq. 
Returned to Damascus (September 1942). (Entered 
elections of 1943 as Nationalist leader. Elected 
Depuu and President of the Republic b\ over¬ 
whelming majority. Fell seriously ill {April 1444); 
hi* lift- was saved by British military doctors with 
transfusions of British blood Visited Bagdad in 
March 1945* where he was not warmly received. 
Attended meeting of Arab niters at lA&ass in. May 
P J 46, RiT'itlcvid President fur a second term in 
April I94K After that his popularity declined 
rapidly and he wav incapable of appreciating the 
progressive economic policy initiated by Khalcd el 
Asm later that year. He was irmslcd bv Husnt £aim 
on 30th March. 1949, and resigned on fiih April 
He has since then lived in Switzerland, 

A determined exponent of pan-Arahi&m. Is some¬ 
what slow and ponderous. Has not got a quick or 
brilliant brain hut has a etx>d deal of wisdom. 
Mentally and physicalfv he might not unfairly be 
likened to an elephant. Makes quite a good repre- 
senium a head of State Was regarded in the early 
days of the war a> pro-Ax is and undoubtedly had 
contacts with Axis represent lives in the Levant, 
but this can probably be attributed In entire single* 
ness of purpose in the Arab cause. It was at one 
time rumoured, but there is no proof, lhal he bis 
used Ills official position to advance his own financial 
intcftMv In 19-15 and E946 he co-operated well with 
the British authorities ami he almost certainly has a 
senw of profound gratitude to wand* the British both 
politically and personally. This is not to say that 
he might not lake a line opposed lo British policy 
if he thought Arab interests lay that wav. Is. not 
unnaturally* profoundly opposed lo any suggestion 
for a morurcilkal regime in Syria. 

117. Raichs Munir at 

Born Ham.i in 1899. Sunni Cousin of Najjib 
(V.i i Strong Nationalist. Joined Palestine rebel* 
in 1936 and became second in command to Fau/i 
Oawekji Appointed head of the Secret Police (£#,. 
poetical) by Ihe Nationalist Government in ]93£t and 
iu that capacity aided Palestine rebels. Dismissed 
a few months later on charges of brutality. Con¬ 
demned to twenty Years' prison and twenty years' 
banishment for plotting against life of SafiJj at 
Khatih (head of Council of Directors) in 1939. bat 
released in 194il at imcrreniion of Italian Armistice 
Commission. H«J in June 1941 on Allied approach 
and broadcast for Germans from Athens ; returned, 
to Syria jt the end of 1945 ; is sole proprietor of 
Burmin, which during the Zaim regime chaijved Its 
name to tmfidlab. 

A dangerous agitator and intriguer, associated with 
the Arab Gub. League of National Action, 
Although once a supporter of the ex Mufti, has 
criticised him for the last two yea re 

118. Kayo** S.pb el 

Cousin of Munir {q.vj. Bom Hlma 1898 
Sunni. Proprietor and editor of Qaha ,t a stronglv 
Na dona list organ. His paper lure been suspended at 
various rimes for its violent attitude, notably in 1938 


for its attitude towards Palestine troubles, In 1939 
condemned to twenty years' prison and twenty 
years' banishment for implication in plot to murder 

.-Lthij ai Khitib (head of Council of Directors), 

Annulled November 1940 on intervention of Italian 
Amni slice Commission. In Vichy year was ami* 
Allied- Arrested, but soon released bv Allies in 
February 1943 Rea (rested in June 1943 for his 
share m Jamil Mardam s icmM false claims io A]lied 
support, Released March 1943. Elected Depuu for 
Dantascik, oa Shukri Quwailis list in 1943- member 
of journalists'delegation which visited London in 
July 1945. A strong Nationalist, he and his paper 
now support National Party, 

119. Riraby, Haidar 

Born about 1913* Son of the tatfc General Rida 
Pa*ha Rikibi, C.B.E (Govern nr of Damascus alicr 
the British occupation in 1918). Educated at 
\ LCtoria College in Alexandria and was a teacher in 
Iraq until Mav l J 4|, when he returned to Syria. 
v\as appointed Acting Director of Political Section 
in the Syrian Foreign Office August 1944- April 1946, 
but quarrelled with Jamil Mordant Bey (q.v). y,ho 
was unwilling lo give hint the advancement he con¬ 
sidered he had merited, and has since held an edu¬ 
cational post in Iraq. Secretary to Syrian delegation 
to U.N.O, Conference in London November 1945. 
Is mildly Nationalist in outlook, although so far he 
has not been politically active. Speaks and writes 
very good English, Efficient and hard-working but 
conceited. A good Moslem, 

129. Kit'jh, Ahmed 

Bttm in Aleppo a bom 1907, studied political 
economy in Vienna. A member of the Con¬ 
stituent Assembly in 193 8 but subsequently gave 
up politics, con centra ting on (he administration of hia 
large estate near Aleppo. Elected Peputv in 1947 on 
the list or the Parliamentary Popular Party, He is a 
bRither-in-law of Abdul Rahman Assam Pasha, their 
wives being sisters. He is a man of considerable 
inlfuencc in Aleppo, where his family are large land¬ 
owners. Appointed Minister of Public Works in 
Jami| MirxUm's Government in October |947 and 
has. in this capacity, shown himself to he a complete 
obstructionist on any maiter of development or con* 
tracts with foreign companies. He spends much of 
his time m Aleppo, and suiters frequently from 
rheumatism. 

IJt. Sabah, Dr. Ilusni 

B<}rri 1900, M.D of Damascus Medical College 
19]a, Assistant at the Medical Laboratory 1922-25. 
Spent 1 926 in France, where he specialised "iii 
neuralgia and internal diseases. Assistant professor 
of internal medicine at the Syrian University 1928 
and prof csset m2. Dean of the Medical College 
l LS. President of the Syiinn Umvcrrily from 1943 
io April when rie was replaced under Zaim’s 

regime by Dr. 5 Lisli Zurayk (q.v.J. Private physician 
to President QvnvaiJy and fa mil v, Has made several 
irtjs to Europe, specially to France, Germany and 
United Kingdom. 

Amhor of eleven volumes in Arabic on internal 
medicine Speaks Turkish, French. English and 
German Does not interfere in polities. 

122. SahmtuuL Jean 

Bom ibout 1905. Greek Catholic of humble 
extfaction, one of seven brothers, all of whom are 
now wealthy. Appointed honorary Spanish Vice* 
in 193^, Because prominent in Greek 
Cl Cholic circles was considered pro-Italian* hut in 
year following French collapse showed considerable 
Slums of being pro-British. In April to September 
194! was Minister of Finance in Khalid al Azm 
Govern meat, During winter nf 1941-42 w*us 
engaged in large contracts for British array PV « 
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which he wu not too well treated—but has never* 
the less made a great deal of money. Represented 
Syrian Chamber of Commerce at ihe Commercial 
Conference held in Chicago in 1945. Left Damascus 
in May for a lengthy private commercial tour of the 
Unittd Kingdom, Europe and the United States. 
Mis visit to the United Kingdom was strongly backed 
by the Department of Overseas Trade- Managing 
director of Syrian Airlines and of big sugar and glass 
companies and interested in the formation of a 
National Bank Although not a politician accepted 
post as Minister of National Economy in Khaled d 
Azm’), Cubinci of December 1948 (which fell on 
30th March, !949) and showed hituydf a progressive 
and iftoughifuf Minister anxious to promote com* 
mcrcial relations between Syria and the outside world 
(s an extremely unsatisfactory business man to 
deal with* pul ting off any decision to the last possible 
momeni; amiable personality, close personal friend 
of Muled cl Azm iq.r.) and open to social flattery. 

123. S.;iid. Allien 

Bt»m about 1900. He studied law and then worked 
as a journalist in Cairo, He returned to Syria with 
Dr. Shah bandar uiid opened a newspaper called 
h if ah, which continued to appear imul April 1949. 
when it was suppressed bv Zalm. li% editoris] policy 
was always moderate and friendly towards the United 
Kingdom It became ami remained openiv pro- 
Britoh after Decern her 1948, w r hen Said returned from 
an oflicial lour in England. 

Said possesses an extraordinary memory which has 
helped him rn writing a number of hooks on con¬ 
temporary Arab history, of which he hits ency clopaedic 
knowledge. He w sometimes surly ami bad-tempered 
but entirely loyal to bi% political friends 

124. SakK. Sheikh Nftwwaf As 

Born about 1880. Bedouin chief. Head of the 
Hadidiyin tribe, the largest in the Aleppo district, 
Sheikh Nflwwaf was educated in the tribal school at 
Coruitantinople, and for the last thirty-five years has 
been Chief of ihe Hadidiyin Given Legion of 
Honour in 1925. Deputy Rtt Aleppo Tribal Area 
1934-59, also in 1943 and again in 1947, 

An astute and benevolent ruler, peace-loving and 
respected, His son Saturn now manages many 
tribal affairs. 

125. Suyegh* Maximos l\ 

Boro in 1878. Archbishop of Tyre in I9pj an d 
of Beirut in 1922, Elected Patriarch of the Greek 
Cal hoik Church in (he liasi in succession to 
Moghabghjih in October 1947 by the Synod of the 
Greek Catholic Church meeting, at ’Ain i raz m the 
Lebanon He is well liked by the Greek Catholic 
community and has decided to live in Damascus 
though he may spend a part of his time in Cairo 
and Alexandria, where he has palaces H.i> on 
several occasions delivered aflti-Comrmiftist sermons, 
and often intngues in local politics. 

12*. SehuL HaaJ la (.\liab 

Moslem, bi'iro about 1902, Lawyer, judge and 
Deputy for Homs 1943 and again in 1^47 With 
Hi !1111 Alani formed a strong opposition movement 
to ihe Government; has a certain oratorical skill and 
impudence in public dchate and does not hesitate 
la speak bis mind in the House, Is a professed 
Monarchist and now a member erf the PLirhameniurv 
Constitutional Party- Almost penniless in his 
capacity as a judge, he has had recourse many times 
to those legal adjustments for rnonev so necessary 
among underpaid Syrian officials. 

117* Sctui blu-ikh Vtiv4afa al 

Born in Hauu about 1915. Studied *t AI-Azhar 
UDiversity, Cairo, where he wit when Rashid Ah'i 


rebellion took place He was accused of Itavtng 
distributed a circular in Cairo calling on the 
Egyptian peoptc (o support the movement, was 
arrested by the Egyptian police and detained for 
some two months without trial; deponed front Egypt 
and interned by the British authorities in Palestine 
at Sarafirtd for sewn months. Repatriated to Syria, 
where he was again interned for two ycaf>, tirst at 
Mitii-Mich and then at Ra&tua; released early T945, 
when he began to lake a strong interest in the 
Moslem Brethren. For the p^ist three years he has 
been director of ihc Arab Institute in Damascus {a 
school run by ihc Moslem Brethren). He is now 
uontroller-gcncral of ihe Moslem Brethren in Noth 
Syria and the Lebanon, and was one of the principal 
editors of El Matwr newspaper, the mouthpiece of 
the Moslem Bretiiren until itv suppression in April 
1949 

Tie is an ardent Moslem and declares himself lo 
be anti-Communist, bin some of 3ns newspaper 
a rodev have been double-edged. 

128. Sha'aLau, Ami; Fawwaz 

Bom about 1907. Grandson of Nuri, whom he 
succeeded on latter's deuth in 1942. Even before 
he became chief, Imd a strong following in the 
Ruwalla. Treacherously slew his rival and cousin, 
Farhan bin Masltur. near Palmyra in April 1935. 
Has married both hro sisters into tbn Samis 
family, one to Ibn Sand himself and the other io the 
Amir Sand These matches are looked upon by the 
Be<j.nim as having a political stgiuiieancc in con¬ 
nexion with the Wadi Si chan grating lands and the 
Jauf Oasis Wa* Deputy 1936-39 undci 1 the 
Nationalist banner. 

During the British blockade of Vichy Syria (l y 4l) 
conducted a remunerative contraband trade between 
Transjordan and Syria- During Syrian campaign he 
and the Ruwalln remained strictly neutraL altlraugh 
the Vichy French gave them a number of arms, which 
they largely surrendered on the Allied arrival in 
Daniawruv, In 1442 he wa* given profitable con¬ 
tracts, hy the British army, Elected Deputs for 
BciS<»um> of DaiiiasHCUS area 1943. and again in E947; 
visited America, ai the time irf ihe United Nutkms 
Conference in S>tn Francisco. April 1945, and spent a 
month in England on his, way Ixuck, 

Like all Bedouin, a shameless, money’seeker, 
Despite the fact that much of his earlier life was 
>pent in .Syrian and European cabarets, he t% now 
a more dignified character, respected by *he other 
tribal leaders and is becoming a leading force in 
the desert His chtse connexions with "ibn Sawd 
result m him being the only big tribal leader who is 
definitely opposed to Greater Syria. 

129. Shfiiurah, Icishij 

Born about 1880. Greek Orthtxlox. Head of 
FtoaTs pvilitiisil bureau One of ihc leadens of die 
People’s Party I**24, but. because he supported 
Sheikh Taj ed Din in 1928. the NatJonali^is dropped 
him Minister of Public Works under the Da mad 
1926, and Minister of Public Works under Taj ed 
Din 1928-29* Minister of Finance 1931, but unem¬ 
ployed after the elections until June 193iv, when he 
vm appointed Mohafi/ of the Euphrates. Kid¬ 
napped by Jcziriot autonomists Dtc-cmber 1937 Way 
Mill Mi'hafi/ when Allies arrived during Syrian 
campaign in June 1941 He collaborated closely 
with Allies in settlement of the infamous Mavadla 
incident. Accused of pecubtica, he was transferred 
to Ha mu as Mohatiz bui resigned almost 

immediately Withdrew his candidature in 1943 
elections in favour of Naim Antaki in Snadullah 
Jubns first Government, August 1943 to Octi^ber 
1944 , Suspected of being implicated in scandals 
connected with the esport vif soap. Appointed 
i^[T hcr 1 * ,|j nril of Common fnterest-s January 
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A wet! -educated man with definite Nationalist 
otitic*>fc. who .-Hpeik^ htidtth and French, Anxious 
to sc? close ; jrtd friendly relations between GreaE 
Brititn and the Greek Orthodm community, 

13th Sharabati Ahmed 

Born about 19 Q 9 erf humble origin. Student hi the 
American Limvers-ily of Beirut. B.$c., C-Ffrom 
M l r {United States,). Speab. betides Arabic, Eng¬ 
lish, French, tier man and Turkish, Spent some time 
hi the Lmled Suuc> and collected money m the 
Arati ciuse. csJablishing Society for '\rah Propa¬ 
ganda. Returned to Syria in 193(1 and started 
tobacco-growing and other industrial enterprises in 
rranijordan and Syria, In 1931-12 established the 
League of National Action. From 1935 to 1M39 
worked as contractor in Egypt and Iraq. Drew 
the unfavourable attention of the French in 1939 
by delivering speeches urging national unity and 
w,ts 'cntcnccd with other members of die Lc&eue 
of National Action to twenty years' imprisonment 
an;! twenty years" deportation. l-'led to Trans- 
J'^d.i'i, where he >tarred j fishery ul \kaba. 
Returned in SyTt i w hen the British occupied 
Dami cu*, in lu| nnd resumed hi.', political 
activities with the League of National Action Ha* 
reru ined n firm suppurter of Shufcri Ouwadi and 
was ectcd iiJcptatv far Damascus sn August 1943 
iriJ .Min in 3 "-I7, March 1945 wj* Minister of 
LduCitbn m Fares el KhciuryN first Government: 
Min .lt re Eduction and Acting Minister of 
NiimanJ Economy ir Fares cl Khoury’s, second 
Government April t,• August 1945; Minister of 
Education end National Economy in Fares el 
khourv'i third Government for a few days in 1945, 
Minister of Education in SuadiilJuh labriN third 
Govcfnflurnk Afml 1940, hut was transferred to 
Ministry of National Defence in June 1946 after the 
rriii-naunn of Nebih A/rttch, Minister of I>Fence 
December !.< October 1947 .md again m October 
3947 u> 23rd May, N+S, when he was asked by the 
President to resign. VA^v at this lime in close touch 
with (lie American Legation htit estranged ificm hv 
injudicious, hut popular 3 nth American sentinvcnls 
during the Palestine War. ts neent in Syria for 
General Motors, whose cats be sold 10 Government 
depart mercy Is alleged to have made large sums of 
moticv on arms deals, for the Palestine wars and as 
a result ri drill kod he ihe mob, who burnt his show¬ 
room tn the November W49 dcnuiiis,tratirnts Under 
the Zaim regime, having fled the country lie was 
accused of niisappraprattoti of funds and ho property 
w n pui in the kinds of the legal , Lttfodiun. 

Although he is quite wiki, he his cnntiderablc 
drive md managed to retain ilir confidence of Shutrl 
Bey f bivvatli until the Svtian arnv .'-iteiel '‘tltitint 
and Its stbortconiings were obvious 'or nil to sec. 
He h married to a Lithuanian cabaret girl, whom he 
ri alleged ' > haw ?nct in Tel Aviv 

131, Vfiayish. Abditl Karim, Emir 

Ikuri about 1895 Chief erf the MAwiili Qibltyin 
*istd 'u* influence tomugbout ihe tribe In 1925-26 
joined Ihe rebels against French and sentenced to 
a year's imprisonment Deputy 1936-39 ind again 
in !9j3, Hat considerable hold ove' his tribe 
Intelligent but a hypocrite. 

132, 9bffhuhj. Amir Rahj.ii ul 

Bom about 1885, Moslem Cousin of Mustafa 
<<M'A Studied law in Constantinople. Given an 
appointment in the Damascus police during the 
Faisal regime, bin dismissed by the French Fleeted 
head of the Damascus Rtr in 1934 ?6 Mohafl/ of 
the Jciireh 1 937 President arf the Damascus Court 
Of Appeal 1938, hut resigned a few months later to 
resume hi* practice Appointed Mohaftr of 
Damascus town. February 1947, dismissed by Z.itm 


in May 1949, Vlcnibci of Iraq Defence ComnuLLcj 
{May 1941 1 organised lo collect money and recruiti 
for Iraq rising. An influential NaiionatKi. ml 
lawyer. 

133-, Shchaht, Amir Mustafa 

Horn mi Damascus lSy3, Of Lebanese origin. 
iHusboy&V Cousin of Amir Bahjal i lj . »-.}. Studied 
at one of the French schools in Damascus, at 
Isianbul and at the AgjrLc’uiiujil School of Ch.iions, 
France. Lieutenant under Faisal and Inspector of 
Agriculmre. Took lltglii when Fai.*a| was forced to 
withdraw front Syria. Returned to Syria in 1923, 
when he was appointed Director of State Domains. 
In 1934 iii* position j* Director of State Domains 
was suppressed and Siiehabi was m(ached to the 
Ministry of Agricutiure bj Sheikh Taj ed Dim, fn 
19>S he was one of the directors of the Damascus 
Exhibition, md in 1936 (February to December) 
w*it Minister of Education under A|a Bey AyolSbi, 
Me accompanied Lhe Svrkln delegation to Paris for 
the negotiali-^ of ihe famwo-Syrian 1’nrdy (1936). 
Mohafez of AIcji^K' I February 1937 to March 1939) 
under the Cabinet of Jaruil Mania in. after which he 
went nito retircmani. derating h,> time to ami- 
piling an Arabic-French botanical dictionary. 
Appointed Minister ul Finance in the Jemil Li.lti 
Government on Sth Januarv, 1943, Resigned on 
personal grounds on 17th March, 1943 Was 
appointed Minister oE Finance, National Economy 
aud R ,1 vnai lie men E in Ata AuuibiA Pro visional 
Govern meni. March to August 1943. Moiofcz of 
1 dt-kia 1943 u» l 4 U5 Secretary-Genera I of Prime 
Miun-ters Office. December 1945 to June 1946, 
ApiK'inicd A l oh a fez of Aleppo, Jane 1^46 n> 
January 1948. when he was transferred to l.atuiku 
as Mohafez. Minister of Justice in Muhsin Barazi + s 
Cabinet of June 1949. In politics Amir Mustafa 
Shelia hi is a sympathi-cf of the L-.tiklai group, but 
plays no active pan, Enjoys reputation as a man 
of probity and drive \n Agreeable personality, 
iwx!;>l ir. uiour bus or, be wry obhEinui,-. 

134, Shcrrf. Ihs*n 

Bom .1 bout 1892. Lawyer.. French degree 
(d titre d'Granger). Secretry'of ihe People's Party 
1924. Member of ihe Constituent Assembly 192^. 
when he held most uncompromising Nationalist 
views. Insisted pn standing for elections in 1932, 
thus near] 1 spiling the agreement with ll)c High 
CominjswiVftcrN delegate Njti><Jiii!;st Deputy, 19^2 
and I*»3b. Appointed Syrian member oii Joint 
Higher Commission for Common Interests wiih 
Lebanese, 1 suiLiry to September 1944. Mohafcz erf 
Alcpjxy Sepiemlvt | 9,14 to May 1946. during which 
period he ivar Micee»ful in preventing any major 
dash Iwiwecn Syrians and f rench, l arncd the 
gmiitudc of tiic Christian minorities for protecting 
their inlcrc-L*. fiir which he has been decorated by 
the Pope A y .pointed tirsl Syrian Minister to the 
Turkiiih Republic. July I**46 Syrian repreMJniativc 
mi Security C’ouncM Committee of Enquiry 10 Greece. 
Juntun 1947, Syrian Minister to Greece Ancb 
September 19-17, A man <rf sincere conviction* with 
a violent temper. A minor Nationalist leader', who 
h:is, however, not been active for j^me time. 

135- Shrvtjkh + Abdul (Jfldrr 

Jloru about 1890, A very rich and pious Sunni 
NtORkm and head of ooc of the most imporpint 
Moslem fan lilies in die Ala wile Province, Hiv 
family was robbed of a portion of its property by 
Suleiman Murshisd m 1 434 , fo was restored in E*42, 
notably the village of Bu-staino, Deputy in Svrinn 
Parliament 1937, Convinced Niiionalivt in [x>titics, 
Arrested in November 1942 for atUnAllied scnirmertu 
and iKlievod eonnetion with Axs* ^tpies: itletini m 
1945 Haughty and truculent. 


136, Siduwi, Warfi^ 

Boini Damascus T/u7. Greek O ihodoJfi Took 
law degree. Daati ca* 1925. Worked as assistant lor 
- • ' .n • ; iii Vusuf cl fs:s on the paper 
and in 1942 oouglu Ai Kifah from Amin 
Siul, but abandoned it in ejrly 3 942 to it* original 
proprietors now (immcially interested in FA iVcrsr. 
Spciik-, FnglKh and FTcnch. Was pro-Atlicd during 
tin. -i.-nd is;:I i sn if '":ii If i* since developed u greed 
tor ui,-,ficy which remits in his newspaper viliiynig 
aip, i j i>t =>;\ Gsn emment for a suffickmi payment 
In the first hall of 194g L7 jV ( 7.t. r w.i* pariicuhrly 
ttnu-Briti.di over Palestint, and Esa* closely revllowcd 
tJie changei in C’nmmunisi treatment of news, 

137, Statf. Mgr. I*unis 

Bom about 18*54. Of Ftonts, Syrian Catholic 
BKhop of D.iuiuschs 1 1933) Noe a fanatical 
t.'iirSyrian, it-,, he c.iu bear sight of Christian* not 
riist.nbc:s o r his church, Is .us ardent defende of 
the “ nfinorttie* ,r catKe Generally r-.icrriicd. Pro- 
B.atisii in Vichy year. 

E3S. 5m Ih. AM ai 

ftnrn Saiiis (Letunon] IS’>i Stuiire.l |jm .4 
TsianbuL btiL doe-, not practise, fiUcresusL in 
politic* and opposed die Turk* before the 1914 war. 
du!i.‘. which he w,i* Eurkisli ‘\ccus*l ol 

giving the names of the Arabs hanged by Jemal 
Pasha, hut no proof forthcoming. Scjie no a mission 
by M de Jouvcnel to Jcbel Druse i:i 3 926 to 
negotiate with fenders of tlic revolt Ac thai time. 
Wav one of tJic leading National is t* witling to 
co-op.- ale with ih.- French, Organiser of the 
Nition.i1i.sa Pany in 1927. Toot an active part in 
organising tlic general strike m January 1936, Was 
exited by tlie French, bui was amnestied with other* 
in March of the same vcjr Depuiv foi Damascus, 
1936 and I «43. Minister to Bagdad 1947^9. 
Not a man of much personality 

139. Surur, Sheibli liayyil el 

Bonn in 1913, Fducated by private teachers in 
Fkduln encampment, fn 1947 lie inherited from his 
father, Auda Surur, the leadership of (tie Musa id 
irihe which is the largest Red urn group in the Jcbel 
Drove district He was esilcd by the French in 
1936 but returned in time to he elected as n IX'puty 
in the Syrian Parliament of 1937 The French 
would not allow him, however, to Lake tils scat or 
ihe pounds that he was loo young In 1939 he 
migrated with his tribe to Transjordan lo avoid fur- 
ther trouble with the Mandatory Power. Failed in 
the Syrian elections of 3 443 but succeeded in 1447. 
In 194S h« led his tribesmen into Palestine and suc¬ 
ceeded in holding Lyddn ,vnd Ru-uleh for several 
weeks until recular forces from Trinsjordan took 
over. Although serving under the Jordoaten Com■ 
Fiiund be was the only Ikduin leader to Like an active 
part in the fighting in Palestine, Ihe Syrian 
Government whose regular troops had not succeeded 
so well 4S HayyilN Bediliu, arrcsied him on his 
fpLuri in Damascus II. Ihen ?Liine,l t!:..’ Pomilur 
P^rty in opposition to Shukri OuwaUy and the 
Nationalise*. He attempted to lead all tkduin 
Depuiiev into the opposition buj failed. 

He was arrested by Zaim in April 1449 and 
remained in prison for several weeks. He is now 
iiandmg in the 1949 elections 

He it shrewd* witty and possesses much common 
sense. He is openlv pro-British. His personal con¬ 
duct is strictly regulated by Bed urn ethics. 

14ti. I rh, Sfceikh Said 

B<jrn Deir c?. Zot about Sunni Moslem. 

Claims to be related with the Sheri fur family of 
Mecca. Mufti of the Huphratcs. Officer in Turkish 
arrm in World War hut was with the \mir Faisal in 


Damascus in 1914 and since then has remained in 
clew.- touch with leading political personalities in 
Iraq. Opposed the Rashid Ali Result m 1941 
Strong fun-Arab and keen supporter ol policy 
follovkCd hi the late King Faisal. A good orator and, 
aFle in sway a croud by sheer fanabdsm, On 
friendly terms with Lite 3 rer.ch tiiouch .11 he.,it he 
dislikes them tntemdy. 


14L YnzJji, TouJiq 

Born about IS9S, Christian from KaLikli, Edu¬ 
cated Suqletiifb American ! Ei 4 . . School Left Syria 
tor Cairo in 1940# when be was on the editorial staff 
of LI filial and Ft Ahrmi 1 . Ha* travelled in Europe 
and l tiited Suites- Speak* English and French. 
Appointed second counsellor to Syrian Legation in 
Cairo. April 1945. Did not proceed. Left Syria for 
Egypt in July 1945 in amiiexion with the printing 
of the Syrian Black Book frecord oi alleged tTench 
misdeeds). On hi* reiurn in August appointed 
Director of Arab Section at the Ministry for Foreign 
A trail's, Returned u* Caiio with Jamil Mir Jam, 
October 1945 : transferred os Counsellor to Braril. 
jamaary 1946, and especially delegated to carry aui 
pro-Arab propaganda in South America. 

An unpleasant little man but intelligenL 


142, 3 u>tU, Mohamed Said ul 

Born ,ih>m IS99, A Kurd and landowner. Son 
of Abdurrahman Pasha and hereditary chief of 
Kurei-- sn Syria and P;destine He received his er!u- 
caliuri at \A ,B. and during 1914 war m Autttria 
and Gcrmanj in company with many young Syrians 
who, for politicri reason*, were mad, muc 01 ,w 
the German autiwrUiev Head of Damascus muni, 
cipalily (and acting-Mohafce of Damaicus under 
/.aim in 1949 tor a short time) Speaks German. 
French and English, is widely read and highly culti- 
vaied. but a t(.i t ■ I lis father hail great Influence 
among Kurds owing m his position, but he Jia-, 
largely lost it i'js a German wife. Of no political 
importance, but may have ambitions. 


143 /aim, CqIuwJ Huvtti tl 

Born I89S. graduated from the Turkish Milit.iry 
College, lvmuniil, in 1‘J16. .md took jurt in the First 
World War in (be Hcja/ Taken prRon of war at 
period m King Fehal's Army, Graduated from (be 
Medina in September 1919. Served for .1 short 
Military Ciille-^e, DamasciiLv. with the rank first 
lieutenant in 1924, and joined the Twhjw* Spiviatrs: 
promoted l<> c.ip^ain 19is:, conraunded j. company 
,11 Alevandrctta in 1935 Sent on n > pee ml mission 
to I ranee in S 'H6 where lie mended ruiliuirv courses. 
Commander of the Sixth Legion 3 937. Promoted to 
ticut.-colond June 1941, when he joined the Vichy 
forecs. But after a disagreement with Colonel Cevtet 
wih , 1 rrested and veiiEenccJ to ten years 1 impri^m- 
■uom W:is released in 3 943. Returned to Syrian 
arnn ns he Lit.-colonel in cosnmmd of Luphralc^ and 
h-rireh in 1946, acting Ducctiv-Gei era! c r Folia 
Januirs to May 1948; appointed acting Chief of 
SlatT of Syrian rirmy a week after the invasion of 
Palatine, with the rank of lull wioneL More 
of u stall dfliccf Eh:in a fighting soldier, and 
ilw'iiv# appeared to have been ready to wxirk 
w'iiih the highest bidder. Was known for example 
lo be in favour of King \bdultah + s scheme for 
Greater Syria On 30th March, t«9. he b) 
a amp dtrat which overthrew [be Government 
and he subsequently heeatm’ President by popular 
vote on 25 1 h June. 1949. Many reforms were 
pm on ihe statute work during this period He 
was executed by army officers on 14th \uguvt, 
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1949, together with Muhsm Baraei (q.w). as the 
result of a coup d‘£tut organised bs Colonel Sami 
Hionawi ((f.vj. 


144. /.ain til Dm. Farid 

Bom about 1905. A Druse of Lcban; e origin. 
Studied at American L'nivcrsit},-, Beirut, specttlisuig 
in economics. and later continued hi, studies in 
Engl iit’.I and France i Doctor ■ -i Law, Paris. 1932). 
Acquired Syrian nation dity and joined the 
Nationalist hfoc. in J ulv |9?S appointed 
Assistant Undcr-Setfdan Of State in the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs. After fall of Nationalist 
Government, went to Beirut. Was a prominent 
member of the Arab Club irt Damascus, the centre 
of pro-Nazi iniricue, In ! 940—4 f is believed to have 


been go- 'etween for the Italian Armistice Commis¬ 
sion and SJiui.n QuwatlL Arrested bj Allies and 
interne J until 1943. Director-General of Supply, 
ianuars to November 1944. Syrian representative 
on Genera! Supply Council March 1944. Expert to 
Syrian delegation to U.N.O, Ctmferenee at San 
Francisco* April 1945, Syrian representative of 
Preliminary Committee and member of delegation 
to U.N.O Conference in. London. November 1945. 
Is believed to have lined his pockets while in 
Ministry of Supply, appointed Minister to Moscow 
194? (o 1949. Member Syrian delegation to 
U.N.O, April 1947 and September 1947. 

K venophobc in general and in the past was 
pronouncedly Angtophohe; his attitude towards the 
British: now is riot clear, but he has not ceased to 
resent his in (cm mem in Mich-Mich, 
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E m&jlWZjffl No, 17 

SYRIA: HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Mr liroufi mtufJ tv Mr. Bet in, {Rcctitcd Wh July) 


(Ni>, 87 , Secret) Damascus, 

Sir, 1st Jnfy. 1049 

1 have the honour to transmit herewith 
the annual report on Heads of Missions 
accredited to Syria. During the last twelve 
mouthy Argentina and Egypt have ac¬ 
credited Ministers to reside in Damascus 
instead of the Minister residing in Beirut 
and being acoreiiited lu both Lebanon and 
Syria. 

2 1 am copying this despatch to His 
Majesty a represen rati ves at Beirut, Cairo 
and Bagdad. 

I have. ifct . 

R M BROAPMEAD, 


Emlosure in No 17 

FJSSJgts marked Willi an asterisk are reproduced 
from previous repem 

Argentina 

M, Adolfo C&mpoddnko, Minuter (29th Novem¬ 
ber, 1943S), 

M. Campoddmco h Lhc first Argemiue Minister 
to reside in Damascus. He tame here from Costa 
Rieit. It is not clear to anybody how he s»d a Consul- 
General can be kepi occupied. On his arrival be 
could speak nothing but Spanish but can now just get 
on tn French. He has quite an agreeable wife, 

EfOWt 

Vi. Abdel Am Rndf. Minister (16Lh June, 1949), 
He is the first Egyptian Minister to reside lu 
D amascus, Previous to his arrival he was Governor 
of the Canal itone at Fort Said. I have only just met 
him hut he makes quite a good impre^di m He speaks 
English well. He is married. 

France 

M. Jean Scrres. Minister (7th August, 1946), 
•With the eVLCpiion of a few mnruhs speru in 
Kabul before coming io Damascus. M. Sent*' 
career ha* been spent in the Mediterranean Basin 
and his visum is limited accordingly. lie puy^ 
lip-service to Anglo-French co-operation in accordance 
with instructiom, but 1 feci he is suspicious of us. 
Mmc. Screes, when nut feeling or looking sour, 
which is mre. can be quite pleasant, J he hou^hold 
is completed by Mmc, Serres’ daughter of uncertain 
age, who helps with cooking and cyphering and, I 
would say, probably runs the legation; ■.hr makes no 
attempt to hide her nnti-German or pco-RtmlaE 
sympathies. (Written in 

I rmj 

M, Ibrahim A kef Alou&xh Minister (28th I>eecitp 
ber, 194*) 

M. AloussiN arrival broke a spell of more than two 

yean In which there had been no Iraqi Minister in 

4< HjH5 


Damascus. He was formerly in the Iraqi Health 
Service, I would net trust him very far. His wife is 
of Turkish origin, His English is poor. 

Italy 

M. Luigi Cortese. Minister fhili November, H 94^ 

“M. Cortesc is it career diplomatist who spent 
many years at Genieva with the League of Nations 
and later served in (he Ear East. He tells me ihat he 
has absolutely no work to do and is profoundly 
bored. BckH he and his wife are friendly people and a 
flight ray of light in the cjoom of the Damascus 
Diplomatic Corps. {Written in I94S,) 

Saudi Arabia 

Abdul A&z Ben Zcid. Minister {26th June, 1944). 

"Although he nominally lives ip Damascus,, he 
spends most of the winter in Beirut and it was some 
time before I was able to exchange calk. Since 
then 1 have seldom seen him. He speaks no 
European language. According to the Diplomatic 
List* he h.i% ,i h'.n'c, but I am not aware that anyone 
has ever seen her. t Written in 1948.) 

Turkey 

M. Abdula bat Ak>ni, Minister |26lh June, 1946). 

*M. Aksin came to Damascus from Buenos Aires, 
where lie had ’-pciii some seven, years. Naturally, 
a* Turkish representative,, his position is not ,m easy 
one, but I cannot say he is an impressive figure and his 
conversation, in French, is evtremcly hard to follow, 
His wife is quite pleasant and seems to have hendited 
more from thesr sojourn in a foreign L.md than the 
Minister has. (Written in I94,y.) 

Turkish relations wiLh Syria Having considerably 
improved his position seems much easier. 

I nited States 

Mr. James Reeky. Minister i 2 nd August, 1948). 

Previous it IliS appointment to Damascus, Mr, 
Keeley wai Counsel lor of ihc United Slates Embassy m 
Athens, He is friendly and outspoken, but l never feel 
quite sure that, m hiv exuberance he may not say in 
public some thing"- which would he better left unvid. 
He liLis a pleasant wife. 


Resident in Etenurr 

(Those isiarLcd with an asterisk have Secretaries 
resident in Damascus) 

Belgium 

•Count Geoffrey d Aspremont Lynden. Minister 

(6th January, 1947k 

Bud 

M. Carlos Martins Thompson Fores, Minister 
(I*th August, I94H). 

C/echoslutiiUa 

M, HLuel Siantk, Charefi d'Afluircs 113th October, 
1947). 

Iran 

‘M. Zcin-<|-\bdine Rahnema. Minister tilth 
November, 1946). 

E 
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Spain 

•Marquis de Castro dc Torres, Minister (list May, 
1949) 

Smid L itiofl 

*M. D-iniL'i SoLhS. Minister (26lh October, 19-1-1}. 


Norway 

M. Francis Irgcns. Minister (6th December,. 3 948). 

Poland 

Dr. Zygmunt Waclaw KutigowskL. Minuter 
(15th April, 3 947), 



Yecosbiia 

M. Viktor Vidmar. Charged 11 Alibi nes ( 15th lAugnst, 
1947). 

Rustic NT IV Cawo 

Chile 

I>r. Juan Marin. Charge d'Affaj res (6th July, 1948), 
Greece 

M Georges Trianiaphillidis, Minister (24th June. 
1947), 


Sweden 

M. Widv Biiggc. Minister (24ih June, 1947), 
Switzerland 

M. Daniel Seerctan, Minister (6th December, 
1948}. 

Resident! in Usgd.vd 

Afglmiimain 

M, Ghoiam Yahya Tara. Minister (2nd August, 
1948). 
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